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Marfiage has beeh c1ted 1n numerous studles as :Q
:‘enhahc1ng’the‘emotlonal psychologleal and phys1cal well
belng of adults 1>Desp1te the beneflts assoc1ated w1th
,'marr}age,vAfrlcan\Ameflcans have‘lower’thah-aueragedf>“'1
'merf.-‘ieg}e ’ J.vfate‘s 1nthe Uhited_ States ‘Approxi‘ma,te’ly‘; two_
edthitds"efihfricah.Amefieans‘afefsihgied(ﬁlég,Bufeau;offthe:f
i_Cehsus}wi994);d Thls study presehts the results from anv.‘
hexploratory study that measured 71 Afrlcan Amerlcan males d K
'_’att;tudestowarduma#leQé;etheltvadeal ﬁarrlage parther; &
”;aﬁd'theiriattitudes towatdvAfticah-Ameracan“women, Theav’
jfindinésihdieatefthat'Qvehali“the reSpeﬁdehtsFeX§ressed a
"jpesitiue\attitudedtouafd.marriage,vespecially'ambhgithe
married men However menwho wereln 1ower | SOCloeCOl’lomlc |
.vstatusuvieueddﬁarfiage'mere‘neéativelQQg‘The respohdents
'dedeSired theif ideai'ﬁateitoﬁbefedueatedfaﬁdtfihahciallyd”
i*stabie;v The respehdehts alse expressed pes1tive attltudesl
”.hteWafd'Af;iean Amerieanvwomen;; leltatlons of the study

. and social work implicationS‘are_discussed.>
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INTRODUCTION

Problem Stétement

-In the United States, patterns of;family formation
have undergOne_a numbef of noteworthyvéhanges,' Duriné the
'preQiOus tWQ_decades, the divorcé rateuhas nearly Eripied, ’
-and ﬁhe percentaée of children living in single—parent ‘
homes has doubled (Tucker»& Mitcheli~Kernan, 1995). More
spécifiéaliy among these neW?éhaﬁges is the,decline‘in
marriage rates Whichvéré assbciated»With: 1) higher rates
of out—of—wedloék birﬁhs,vé) én increase in single femaie—
headed hoﬁseholds; énd 3) a largér percentage of children
living in péverty (Cazenavé & Smith; 1990) . .Although these 
changes have been pervasive throughout American society,
they‘have been displayed more sharply among the Affican"
American popuiation (Tucker & Mitqhell;Kernan,‘l995).

Ovef the paét 25 years, marriage rates among_Africand
Americans have'declined dramatically (Statisﬁical Abstfact'
of the U.SJ, 1995) . Iﬁ<i§70, leés than 25% Qf’Affican
Americén men‘héd never married.(Statistiéal Abstraétlof the
United States,v1995).‘ By 1994, the’percent bf never-
‘.married men had increaéed to 42 .4% (Statistical AbstraCt of
thevUnited Statés,'i995). However,vfiftyvyéars prior,

African American men and women were far more likely to have
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v}mérriedbbyvthe“age'éf tWehty—fouf (Tuckér & ﬁiﬁchell;b
Kernan; l995); In tbday'é ﬁodern society ohly onéfqﬁarter
‘of blaék women aﬁd léss‘than_l out of every 8 biackvmén‘are'
married by their earlyitweﬁties

(Tucker & Mitchell-Kernan, _1 995) :

According‘tolking (19995 declining marriagé rates
among African American'ﬁen have had a tfemendous impact on
the Quélity‘of life ofWAfriéan Aﬁerican famiiies,
eépeéiallyfchildren.

‘-Moféover,*studies suggest thaﬁ»African American men do
hot marry because social and ecohomic conditions are not
conducive to making such a commitment (Tucker & Mitchell-
Kernan, 1995). Subséduehtly, African American men and
Women‘marry léter, are more likely to di&érce,,and far more
likely to live élone (Tucker & Mitchell-Kernan, 1995) .
.,Most‘social scienﬁists aﬁﬁribute’decliningbmarriage rates
émong this population.to‘social and economic factérs such
as a high sex-ratio imbaiance and the economic instability'
of African American men (Hill, 1993). The sei ratio
imbalance suggest that the'nﬁmbef of Black men to Black
women isvlow; therefore Black men who are considered
marriage material have room to “pléyﬁ bécauSe they havev

more viable alternatives readily available to them which



deter their_deeision te marry (Kihg,f1999). The ecoanic
theory suggests thet'Black men,are less attractive es
.potentiél husbands and therefore are less‘COnfident about
their ability to support a'femily and choese not to marry
(Taylor et al., 1997). Alkso, aceording to Gibbs (1988) the
" decline in marriage rates among Afriéan American men can be
attributed te the lack of‘financiai resoﬁrces‘required to
support a family. The difficultiee Africah Ameriean males’
encounter fulfilling the provider role has rendered them
less attractive marital\partners, which in turn has
weakened their willingness and ability to marry kDickson;
1993). However, in the past, African Americen men were
more than willing to marry in.spite of their economic
circumstances (King, 1999). ' In 1917, the overwhelming
majority of African American men were»married deepite
blatant segregatioﬁ and’discrimination in our Americann
economy (King, 1999).

;vMoreover, decreasing marriage‘rates pose a negative
impact on Africaﬁ American men as well. Numerous reeearch
studieS'have found that married individuals in general, and
married males in partieuier, tend to be happier and

healthier than single persons (King, 1999). According to

Gibbs (1988) over the last decade, African American men



have ekperienced»a'general decline initheir overall quality
of life eompared to other ethnic and racial groups.
Furﬁhermore, several schelars have claimed interpersonal
conflict between African American men and women as
contributing to the unwillingness of‘Black men to marry
(Cazenéve & Smith, 1990, Dickson, 1993, Staples &.Johhson—
" Boulin, 1993). The key difference between Black and non-
Black marriage patterns lie in the nature'of the male-
female relationship and how that affects the marriage
exchange (Taylor et al.,‘1997). In today'’'s society there
seems to be longstanding myths and stereotypes about Black.
men>and Black women that could be contribﬁting te the wey
in which interpersonalrrelationships are formed and
_maintained. ~Some of these myths may incluée the following:
1)Black men are lazy. 2) Black men afe not responsible.
3) Black women are too aggressive. 4) Black women don’t
know how to treat Black men. Despite these stereotypes
associated with the attitudes and behaviors of Black men
and women, “the essence of Black famiiy and community life
has been a positive, constrﬁctive and even heroic
experience” (Marable, 1986 p. 67).

Furthermore, there is also‘evidence'to suggest than

some African American men find marriage and fatherhood



satisfying. iAccordinQ to Broman (1988) cldertage,_being;
marriedﬁ and parenting a minor_chiid were associated with
higher ratings of familyvsatisfacticn. vAnother study
condncted by the National survey of‘Biack Americans (19885
revealed that on the whoie; AfricaniAmerican husbands and
fathers rate their performance on spousal and parental
rdles.favcrabiy and rencrted being,Very satisfied'with
their family iife. | |

’In chclusion, declining marriage rates have a .
negatiVe affect on African American men, women and
children. Therefore there'is an nrgentvneed to understand
- why African American men are less iikely to marry in our
society givenvthe neéative affects not being»married‘has on
this population. Utilifing a post¥positivist paradigm;'
this research proposal.is_a small attempt to understand
some‘of the attitndes‘thathlack men in particular have
aboutmarriage,ﬂrelationships,‘and‘cf'Black wcmen.

Literature Review

In today’s modern society the‘institution’of-marriage
and famiiy”has faced considerable changes within tne last
bseveral'decades. Compared with previous generations,
‘Americans narry later, are.far more likely‘to-divorce, and

are more likely than ever to raise children in single-

5



parent homes.(James & Tucker, 1996). Henceforth, greater
proportions of people are remaining‘single.

Although our democratic society aff0£ds individuals
‘the choice to marry er to stay single; the decision to
marry remains a‘preferred lifesfyle within Western
soeieties. Marriage also has been:eited’in past research
as having advantages over femaining~single. Aecording to
.King‘(l999)emarria§e_is Uniquedand important for several
reasons: 1) marital relatibnships bind men and women
togethei in ablegal, reciprocal, and meaningful
relationShin thatbsame—gender friendships and non-marital
o relationships are unable to replicate. 2) Marriage is a
legally sanctioned relationship between adult men and women
that provides them with perhaps the most social and
economic benefits; 3) Marital relationships are directly
responsible‘for the development of complicated webs of
1asSOciations, interactions,-and reeiprocal obligations that
benefit.sponses, their familiesL and lecal conmunities. ‘4)‘
Marital relatienships previde boys and girls with the
aoppqitunity to iearn how to develep intimate, mutually
respectful, and supportive relationsnips. Coombs  (1991)
found that married individuals tend to be happier, |

healthier, and less streSsed'than‘singie individuals,



»reepeeraily among men. ”'wheféasﬁsépéfétediandfdivafcéaf“
vﬁrndlrlduals arefless eatlefled Wltn nhelr lrves than
:,married rndividuaisr(Brenan,;l988)‘ | T |
ﬁeWeﬁer; Afrlcan Amerleans are the.largeet gronn of
ﬂwﬁsinglérindividnaie»iniAmerreai(Dav1s & Emersen, 1997)

7 Accordlngtothe U. sf..' Bureauofthe ._ Ceneu’s ‘,.‘(_199_4,)» .
 approximately two thirds of African Americans are single.
© atrican Amanlhavlwrthanvgmag

(r-rates and hlgher than average dlvorce rates-(Fessetﬁ&' n'

:Tf;Klecolt 1993) Why”lSchere'such‘a*large‘prbbértien:bfi:ffyfw'

{erngle Afrlcan Aﬁericans 1n thls‘country° fbastfrégéafah’
‘\£has elredvtwe‘maln‘reasons.rhat haQe.contrlnuted>to theHr*
,_rchangee 1n}Afrrcan‘Amer1can fanlly‘fornarlon niyfséxéréplbjf
~e.imbalance, and 2) male-econemle v1a5111£y (Jamégnéf%§¢£é£;*
 T.f1996) : In 1990 there were‘oniy‘88‘naleeifor every lOO
 t?females (Tucker &’Mltehell Kernan; 1995)‘"vFurtheerre;rrhe'
e ;1arge nercentage‘of”nen Wne“arelunemployed‘ underemployed
':ilmnrlsoned ,and/or sufferrng from drugvabuse or- menraiv-
vfialllnees havevcontrlbuted ro rhe snertage of marrlageabieln
51\AfrieaneAmeriCan men (Krng, 1999) Henceforth :w1th thlS

‘Jlowrarro orwavailable”men‘to women,‘researchers belreve
|  thar ae many‘ae 25%Jof Afrlean Anerlcan Wonen Wlll never‘

‘;marry;(Davis}&~Emerson; 1997)



Currently, African Anericsn men are said fobe ina
,soéioéébﬁamié'ciisié; fAfficahdAméfican‘méa;ar§f¢énf}§ﬁtig§'5
‘1ncreased rlsk of death byvv1olent‘cr1me, mbféfcbntéctﬁwith‘%f’*

v-‘_thetjudiciallsystem, 1mprlsonment decreased obportunltles

 for educatlon _3':gd§.anceﬁ1'¢‘nt , and : unemployment v(_Bethﬂea , 1995 )
Restrictedvprosbects,for:galnful:employment:make:lt’ijfa:~

lefflcult for Afrlcan Amerlcan men to assume the

,‘tradltlonal resoons1blllty of husbandsianddfathers (South
'1993) In May 1997 the unembloyment rate for Afrlcan ;l_f;”fg;f"
.Amerlcan males ‘was 8 29}compared to 3%‘for whlte‘males
'f(bix§nf‘l998).f‘ﬁoweyer;frtyls‘well documented.that
".ahistorlcal'and'currentudiscriminatlonhcontrlhute’to_hlgheryf}h

’Jlevels of unemployment among Afrlcan Amerlcan men (DiXon,hdH*

. 1998)

Exactly how has the decllne 1n famlly formatlon '

'f(gettlng marrled and ralslng chlldren) affected the Afrlcan

'iifAmerlcan populatlon°f Contrary to popular bellef ‘decllnlng

-{rates of marrlage among Afrlcan Amerlcansnappears to;have;ﬁfh.”

:1fadverse consequences for thlS partlcular.populatlon

"ﬂ5Accord1ng to South (l993) rac1al dlfferences 1n poverty F

hufamong women and chlldren are attrlbuted largely to
. dlfferences 1n famlly structure,mespec1ally the 1nord1nate

lrfprevalence of female headed households among Afrlcan




‘American women (Eggebeen &.Lichter, 1991). Although these
differeﬁces have their rodts in racial diécrimination and
inequality, South (1993) indicates‘the key source to this
issue lies in»the.racial differencés in female marriage
rates. Moreover, declining marriage rates améng African
_American women are without a doubt linked to rising out of
‘wedlock births, single—parent, female headed famili;s, and
child poverty (Tucker & Mitchell-Kernan, 1995).'According

" to Thompson—Seaborn and Ensmunger (1989) long-term, single
parenting causes chronic stress among‘poor African American
women. Furthermore, single femalefheaded‘househdlds has
been one‘of the most dramatic socioeconomic changes taken
place within Amefican families,

especially among African Americans. In"the United States
White women constitﬁte 19.5% of singe female-headed homes,
whereas Black women make dp 57.5% and Hispanics 29.8% (U.S.
Bureau of'the Census, 1997). Specifically among Black
children only 33.1% iive with both pareﬁts compared to
75.9% of White childfen and 66.3% of Hispanic“children
(U.S.VBureau of the Cenéus, 1996b). Furthermore, according
to Sweet and Bumpass (1987) African Ameriéan children
raised in single female-headed hoﬁseholds are three times

more likely to be impoVerished than children raised by two-



parent families. Since 1970, the major source of growth

T

experien;ed,by Black‘wémen was due to the increase in the
humber'qf never married women (McLanéhanv&tCaspér, 1995) .

Therefdré, the increase in the proportions of births
to unmarried Biadk‘women has been particularly dramatic.

In 1"994,v 25% of ,b,irths.‘._to‘white »WOmen.._a'n‘d‘ 70% to Bla’ck
women were‘to,unmarried;mothers (U.S.'Bureaukof'the Census,
‘1994); Acchdipg to Taylor (et al., l9§7)'the increase in
out—of—wedlock.births is partially due}to the decliné in
the propenéity of couples to marry beforé the birth of a
child. 1In our society today, attitudes aboﬁt sex and
marriage have become far more 1ibera1 than in‘the‘paét.
This new acceptance of premarital sex, cohabiting, and
waiting until later in life té get married has placed a
large proportion of society at risk for having a child out—:
of-wedlock. Incréases in out-of-wedlock births have
directly contributed to the high rate of female-headed
households (Tayldr et al., 1997).

Furthermore, the'increaSing poverty'rates among
African American children have placed ﬁhem at'greater risk
for various social probléms as Well.

According to Taylor (et alf, 1997) poor African American

children face higher rates of teenage pregnancy, poor

10



,aeaaémigﬁpégfarmAﬁéé( jgveniié:déiiﬁdﬁéhcy;j;ha'cfininai;f
“?fvictimizatiaﬁ}“7Furtﬁérm5£éf in 1995 16 Z%foffalllwhiﬁéfrr"”
"V,chlldren llved in famllles that had below poverty‘lncomes ]?u
Ehﬁcompared to 41 96 of Black chlldren and 409 of Hlspanlc;;ﬁi
l"dchlldrenv(Taylor»et'al 1997) ‘bResearch has shown that
”’apoverty among Whlte chlldren mavbe a short term‘occurrence,:5 .

whereas Black chlldren have a hlgh llkellhood of 11v1ng in -

:lm_chronic'poverty(bunCanb&vRogers, 1988f;f AccOrding to_r*bb
ﬁTavlor (et al.111§97)-the h1gh 1nc1dencevof‘poverty among
lBlack chlldren 1s due to a varletv of factors 1nclud1ng.theﬁ"
;lower earnlngs of Black men relatlve to Whlte men and the

‘rhlgher rates of female headed households‘among Afrlcan

Americans? A chlld s 11v1ng arrangements has been llnked .

to the rates of chlldhood poverty Tt has been found that

-.about half of the growth 1n Chlld poverty durlng the 1980 s_,_

can be attrlbuted to‘changlng famlly structure:(Eggeban &
;]dLlchter; 1991) e 2 |
| : Furthermore, the decline,fn;marriage,ratescancalsblbe'
fattrlbuted”tosociallzation;,;As'mentfoned:earlié£{tb¢ingf
s1ngle 1s more acceptable now than 1n the past 'Bétweéﬁ*
1969 and 1985 the percentage of Amerlcans who felt | |
”premarltal sex was wrong dropped from 68% to 39%- (Gallup

Report 1987) o Also,famong/Afrlcan Amer;can males,

11



aﬁtitudesf£OWarasvseX[;ielatiOnshiﬁslaﬁd.maféiage“ﬁgvéfbéeﬁiz‘a
 andvare eonsidefed moreblabefal thau fhelf femaleffsef
cduntefbaftsiLKing,.1999) o » ) |
.>The£éfdfé,,1t is of 1ﬁportauce¢to study the attltudeS t
uw?;among AfricanﬁAﬁefacaus? menbiu}partlculaf,.fegéfdiﬁé.

'“,marrlage 51nce not belng marrled appears to have multlplev;f7

iﬁuconsequences for thlS populatlon 1n the 1ong run.- As’ Southf“'“

”f(1993) p01nts out tudieswpertalulng.to marltal decllue
‘;and sex ratlollmbaiauee.almostiaiways stfesses the raelai
idiffereuees:amoug,wemen;,but.few“examiuthhe’1mpi;Cat19ns?s,
:‘ f9ruméh; ’ » : : - o
1 partlcular what has pastresearchsaldabout PN
.5Afr1eau Ameracan males attitudéé'téwafajﬁafgigéé?uig,.,,_.,
;Aecerdlng to Anderson‘(l990) péor,‘yaﬁﬁg7éiackuuéﬁéﬁgﬂﬂf
eﬁbrace middle.class norms regafding marrlageiand family;v
”?However; young Blaek meu e#pfess greater‘reiuctanee tol
arriase. Althoush Afcican fnerican nen gafn more
e f1nanc1ally from marrlage thanCauca51an “m’en', Afrlcan

-}Amerlcan men percelve a w1fe and Chlld as a greaterg,‘

:ﬁeequomig'burden,(Anderson, 1989) rFurthermore,;past;f['
‘research hasfindieatedfthat;Afr;can American men retreat
“ffom‘mafriagevbecause5of_itszdestruefiuexiﬁferncethfties‘ﬂf

sfo?ffiends,anduassoeiatesf(Andersohw“1989):f Aﬁbthérff R



;hperspectlve on - the Afrlcan Amerlcan males reiﬁetahee'tof?VIﬁ{”

' marry is that it puts constralnts on thelr personal freedomﬂﬁfﬁ”

:because women are thought of as‘hav1ng control‘over then
,imaie-s-personal 1rfe (Anderson;l989f The cultural myth
”that AfrieaanmerrCahhmemenuare teeydom;heerlng_andiﬁWear,-.
*tﬂe'pant37in°£ﬁé:féiatiéﬁshipihﬁayﬁe-aiﬁéiééptidﬁEf' v
h‘contrlbutlhg to the.fear men have aboutiloeslhg‘thelrt
: personal'freedom,h Therefore, herng 1hvol§ed 1h a marital
hrelatronshlp is Viewed as a slgn efuweakhess for men
_Lastly, 1t 1s sald that genderllmbalances hlaysla part;f“s

‘ihethe_reigctanCe ef AfrleantAmer;caﬁ.maleS{vdeerreito, |
ﬁlmarryﬂ “ﬁaeial differenceshih“se#»raties impiythatfhhsx
relatlve to ﬁ‘their“‘white ‘céunt'erp'aft’s‘., \uhmarr:i'_edf‘Bla'cf}kviner'i"‘
"hame avallable to them greater numbers of potentlalvsexual‘
vvparthers (Tayior”et  1 1990) .'Thlsurmpllesrthat AfrICan;aj
rAmerlcan meh.are u51ng the sex ratio 1mbalanee to thelr |
hadvantaée;ivThe‘numerous‘alternatiVeSlmake it unneeessary]
'~to commlt to a. stable‘relatlehshlp; despite.past reséar¢hf,f*"'
rthat has shewn‘rncreasedmsexual relatlonsvasia beneflt ofv

'"marriage (South 1992)
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METHOD

Purposevand Design of Study

The purpose of this study_was'to expiore the attitudes.
African American males have toward marriage,.their>ideal‘
spouse, and about African American women in general.
Utilizing a post-positivist paradigm, this research
explofed small trends or associations among the perceptions
that African American men have on these issues.

Research Hypothesis

1) Cdnsidefing the disproportionate amounts of single,
femélé—headed houséholds among African American women,
men reared in two-parent households will have more
positive attitudes toward marriage than men reared in
single, female-headed households.

2) Taking into consideration the unemployment and
underemployment rates among African American men, men
in low socioeconomic status will find mérriage less
desirablevand have more negative attitudes toward
marriage than men‘in higher socioeconomic status.

Sampling
A non-probability, convenience sample was taken from

71 African American male participants. A convenience
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_sample was best suited for obtaining this sample size =~

' because of time restrictions. .. .

*_VDatafcoliectionfand‘InstrumentswﬂuTx
‘vwrfThisfconvenienceﬁSampleﬁoffAfricandAmericandmales¢Was7sc
”'fsolicitedrat‘barberyshops;,afcollege,uniyersityL andﬂ'f”’

,fvarlous other publlc places to part1c1pate 1n thlS

“voluntary study regardlng thelr attltudes about marrlage

. Participants were given a 40 ltem“questlcnnalre:con8lstln9 s

of'Statements<concerning_marriage;dperceptionshofathej{g'd

'?respondentfs,ideal}marriagé:partner)fand@perceptions'thegv”;' B

.!respondents has about Afrlcan Amerlcan women The

\:jstatements ‘were taken from a study conducted by Klng (1999)*fl5’"

, (see*appendixQA):ﬂ These‘statementsjwerevrated,on a Spriﬁti‘.’ff

. Likert SCale(l)strongly dv‘i'sagr'e.‘eﬁ(2_'), dlsagree (3)
"”undeéided;:<4y;agree'aha (5) strongly agree.; AlSO; ten:

ydeﬁographiCjvariablesywerev;ncluded~1nntheusurveyg,3The o

‘“;“'reSpOndentfsuage;foccupation rellglous preference, years

ofofweducation,,maritalcStatus,‘number of dependent chlldren,;x,gfw

°“5ffécialfpréfefénCéVofVSpoﬁsé;fand]§QUltsTWhofralsedaag7*"

‘vrespondent Were”eliCitedfthroughftiXed{Choicéfitemé*(seed??fl7

‘ff:questlonnalre in Appendlx A)

'{measure flve dlmens1ons of Afrlcan Amerlcan male attltudes

qgtoward marrlage ) the extent to whfch respondents value-e

;Theseﬁstatementsfattemptfto5 D



1;marrrage‘rn‘general b)‘reS§ondéﬁtspvperceptronswof.the fd;;"
bvlmpact marrrage has.on an 1nd1vrdual s personal developmentd'
-.:or maturity,dC) thewreiatlve 1nportance of narrlage,pd)‘

;:respondents :perceptlons of thelr‘frlends. _acqualntances(;.

'*ﬁand]family'memberS'vcommltment“to marrlage,dand’e)fwhether Qd'

”-irespondents felt marrlage 1sﬂas advantageous ‘now as 1t was -

,inﬁthetpast;f Thls,current‘bvdy off earch w111 attempt

h’to replicatéhhiS‘study 'Slﬁgfa;pOPﬁw tion;offAfrlcan';f”

' American men:.

*.,Procedures '

A non probablllty convenlence sample was obtalned for BT

C this postfpositlvlst;reSearch_Study ; The data was gatheredfd
by soliciting African Anericanjnaies~to comp;etegthe:fw

B attitude duestionnaire.

‘ ’Protectlon of Human Subjects

The confldentlallty and anonymlty of the respondents;pfh.fd

'sfwere”protected by not requlrlng respondents to srgn’the
Tfipéuestronnalre‘hvRespondentsﬂconsenteddtodparticipatiné»inif”v .
fdithe study byAS1nply plac1ng a check mark and date on: thetiki::
x ﬂconsent form Respondents recelved a copy of the consenti‘:
form and the {d_ebr ie'f,l.r?g» "Staté“j‘?n"t o _Re,spondénts __wer‘e.» also
" given refreshments for their participation. After data



were inputted into the computer for statistical analysis

the data was destroyed.
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RESULTS

Demographic Characteristics of:the,sample;
’VTable 1 presents‘tﬁe‘demogfaphicjcharacteristicsvof-
the.sample.

Table 1

. Demographic Characterlstlcs of the Sample Age, Occupation,
Religion, Education Level, Income Range, Marital Status,

- Dating Preference, and Who Raised the Respondent

AGE EDUCATION LEVEL (yrs) » INCOME RANGE

Mdn 30.0 Mdn 14.0 $3O 000-3545, OOO
M 31.49 M 13.71 ' $30,000-%45, 000
SD 9.33 SD 3.30 2.4 |
OCCUPATION . . n 3 . *RELIGION n % .
- Student 16 22.5% Baptist = 24 33.8%
" Blue Collar 27 38% Christian 11  15.5%
White Collar 25 35.2% . Other - 30 42.3%
Self-Employed 1 1.4% No Pref. 3 4.2%
"MARITAL STATUS n % DATING PREF. n %
Married 25 .35.21% African Am. 51 71.8%
Never Married 46 . 64.79% Caucasian 6 8.5%
‘ » o - Asian = 1 1.4%
Hispanic 5 7
~ MARITAL PREF. n % RAISED BY n .5
African Am. . 22 31% . Mom ' -25...35.2%
Caucasian 1 1.4% Dad 304028
Asian 1 1.4% Mom and Dad 38 53.5%
Hispanic g 1 1.4% . ‘Grandparents 1 1.4%
No Pref. : 40 56.3% Other 2. 2. 8/

*Responses included in the “Other” category of religion
include: Catholic, Methodlst, Presbyterian, Holiness,
Seventh Day Adventist, Pentecostal and Muslim.
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The results of this study are from the responses of 71
African American male participants. Their ages ranged from
18 to 73 years. The average age.of the participants was 31
years old. |

| Of the respondents forty-six (65%) reported being ‘
single, with hopes of getting marfied‘within”the next thrée
years. Twenty-five participants (35%) reported being
mérried an average of thrée years.
| Fifty-three of the partiéipants (75%) were employed;
Two of the participants did not respond to thisbqueStion¢
There was almost an equal number of participants who worked

both in professional<employment'(35.2%) and blue collar

~employment (38%). Sixteen participants (22.5%) responded
as being students. One participant reportedibeing self-
employed (1.4%). The average income rangevfor this sample

was from $30,000 to ‘$45,ooo a year.

' Educational levels reported by the participants
included édual percentages fdr both high school gradﬁates'
(19.7%) and a two yéar college education'(l9.7%5. ‘Twelve
barticipants feported having completed four years of
college (16.9%). |
Thé‘majority of th;\participants,(33.8%) indicatéd

they were Baptist. Eleven participants (15.5%) were
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‘fffquestlon

A b"-»;-lmother (35 2%) '

iiﬂiChristian : Three part1c1pants (4 2%) inaicatea'theyfhaa?nq3,,

.-f‘rellglous preference whlle the remalnlng 30 part1c1pants SR
tafflllated themselves w1th varlous other rellglousAiygif"’

lpreferences. Three part1c1pants chose not to answer thlS

More than half of the part1c1pants (N 38) reported:f
. fbelng ralsed by both thelr mother and father (53 5°)?*'
Lh'Twenty flve part1c1pants reported belng ralsed by thelrdd
Flfty one of the male part1c1pants reported datlngf

hﬁAfricaanmeriCan»women_(Tl.S%) SlX 1nd1cated they date«V”'

7JCéucaSiantW5mény(8;5%y;'ﬁiveddate;H;spanlc Women (7%)~'and-frbu.'

i]ohe reportedndating'an’Asian‘womandfi.i ) Elght of the‘-ﬁfh-
'fpart1c1pants (11 3%) dld not answer thlS questlon

- :However, the vast majorlty of the part1c1pants

.~:‘f1nd1cated that they had no partlcular rac1al preference for~tf:u5

- the person they must marry (56 39) Twenty two of the F:t?i

part1c1pants stated that thelr spouse must be an Afrlcan ’f;7ﬂ}f7

E};Americangwomanf(3l%); One part1c1pant 1nd1cated he must

h”ffmarrj;a;Caucasianiwomanx(l.4%), whlle another 1nd1cated he R

. must marry a Hispanic women 7‘{(’1;.,4,%‘),';_‘,*,.;}.:”"f" S

d_520l2_ff



Attitudes Toward Marriage

- Table 2 presents the responses‘totthehnine statements
concerhing attitudes toward mariiage;

| Table 2

Responses Concernlng Attltudes Toward Marrlage and Percent
‘Distribution : '

(N=71)
. SA A U D sSD
Statements _ ' % 5 5 %5 %
1. Everyone should want to get married. 18 2320 25 14

2. Marriage‘helpsvindividuals mature. 21 44 14 13 6

3. A successful career iS'as‘satisfying 17 25 18 24 16
as successful marriage. : :

4. A successful career should be more 9 7 13 44 27
- important than a successful marriage. '

5. Being married stifles 6 10 9 51 25
individual growth. ' . I ’

6. A_successful marriage should be more 18 28 16 28 10
important than a successful career. : :

>'7. The people I know, are less : “ _‘17 44 16 17 7
'~ committed to marriage than: : '
- in the past.

8. There are fewer advantages to : . 4 23 24 35 14

" marriage now.than there were
in the past

9. The people I know are more = ' 4 9f'i8 52 17
committed to marriage now than :
1n the past.

*Percentages rounded to the nearest whole number.
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Although the respondents‘félt marriage wasn't.for
everyone, they did feel being married hélps people mature
and doesﬁ;t stifle individual‘grbwth; ~They also felt‘that
L a successfulvcareer‘is as satiSfying asfa:succéssful’
marriage,lbut a careervwas not mofe imbortantﬁhén ohefs
'marriage, Even though they‘felt fhat marriage has more
advantages;now thaﬁ in the past,ithey stili felt people
today‘ére leés éommitted.to marriage now than‘in the pastL

Characteristics Of An Ideal Marriage Partner

Table 3 presents the  responses to the ten statements
concerning the participants’ ideal marriage partner (see

‘Table 3 on the next page) .
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rable 3 o |
Responses Concernlng Characterlstlcs OffAn'Ideal Marriage
Partner and Percent Dlstrlbutlon B : :

(N—71) s
e E sA A U D SD
‘Statements S S % % %

1. My ideal marriage partner is 18 52 10 17 3

' financially Stable; ‘ : S

2. My ideal marriage partner has " 25 45 14 14 1
completed her formal educatlon. : R

3. My ideal marriage partner is 302317247
African Amerlcan. Co S B

4. }Race should not be an 1ssue when 40 45 9 1 6

ch0051ng an 1deal marrlage partner.

5. My 1deal marriage partner is ' - .
a member of a church/mosque 23 31 24 20 3
and/or attends religious ' ”
services regularly. - '

6. My ideal marrlage partner always 3 _ -
tries to keep her promises 51452 1 1
and meet her obligations. .

7. My ideal marriage partner does not 34 35 7'181 3
 need me to build her self-esteem. ? =

§. My ideal marriage partner does not 7 27 21 31 13
place a high priority on sex. ' ‘ e

9. My.marriage‘partner'ispmonogamous. 66 20 9 4 1

10. It bothers me to see interracial - 1 3 6 38 52
'”relatlonshlps.

'*Percentages rounded to the nearest whole number.
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The majority of the respdndents (52%) felt their ideal
marriage partner shbuld be financially stable and'completed
their formal education (45%). Thirty percent of the
participanté(Ni21) felt theiryépouse shoula be African
American; while fofty—fiVé pertent(N=32) stated facé should
not be an issue when selecting a mate. Thirty-one
‘percent(N=22) wanted their ideal partner to have a
religious background. More than half (51%)(N=36) felt
their ideal spouse should keep‘their promises andvbe a
responsible.individaal. Thirty-four percent(N=24) felt
their marriage partner should not depend on them to help
build their Sélf—esteém. The’respondents felt sex has a
high‘priority within a relationship (3l%)(N=22) and their
mate should be faithful as well (66%) (N=47). The majority
of the respondénts stated they are not bothered by
interracial relationships (52%) (N=37). Overall, the
respondents desired their ideal mate to make $31,000-
$50,000 a year. The respandents also indicated integrity,
compatibility, and physical»looks as the three most
important Characteristics they look for in selecting a mate

(not necessarily in that order) .
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Attltudes“Toward Afrloan Amerlcan Women ;7

Table 4 presents the responses to the elght statements
regardino African Amerlcan women.
vfahle’4 | N

Responses Concerning Attltudes About Afrlcan Amerlcan Women
and Percent Dlstrlbutlon v

(N=71)
SA A U D SD
Statements S %5 5 %
l,‘Black women are more flnanc1ally 4 13 35 35 13
respon51ble than other women. :
2. Black women are too ambitious. = 3 4 27 52 14
2.eBlack women are more loﬁing and S .9.17 37 27 11
sens1t1ve than other women | '

4. Black women are sexually aggress1ve. ,v 7 24 30 34 6 -
5. Black women will stick with you 14 27 34 21 4
~through thick.and thin. B '

6. Most Black women don’t respect ' 6 11 24 41 18

 Black men.
.'7.-Black women are always puttlng _ - 9 23 21 34 14
' ‘Black men down. : ' '
g. Black women try to dominate‘Black o 16 24 25 21 14

men - 1n relatlonshlps.

*Percentages rounded to the nearest whole number.

The respondents felt Afrlcan American women are not

- more flnanc1ally respons1ble than other women. Flfty—two.
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"\percent°disagneed:with‘thehstatement_that:Blackjwomeniaref o
f['too‘ambitious._5ThedreSpondents wereuundeCidedfinxj'
”:determlnlng whether Black women are more lov1ng.and

'sens1t1ve than other women and belng commltted to thelr e L

}relationShips K34%>;f They also.‘elt Black‘women’were notipﬂ;‘
elsexually adgresslue‘l34%liz The respondents felt Black
fwomen‘respect Black menﬁl4l%)‘and v1ew.B1ack men:p081t1veljf;
f;(34%) :‘Boweuerllthe‘respondents‘were‘undec1ded 1n kptr:g:

'_determlnlng whether or not Black women try to domlnate

geBlack.meniinvrelatlonshlpst(éééf:h;i
iAnalysls:i- |

| nvafter the data“were collected frequency dlstrlbutlons”l;
;and chlvsquarevanalys1s were.conducted-to explore ?{i{f&ffhﬂl
'llnterpretlve assoc1atlonsﬂhetween‘the part1c1pants
- {responses and‘the.demographlcluarlables

UtlllZlng qualltatlve measures thls current body of 'ﬁ

'research proposed two hypothes1s l) Men reared 1n two—l*"”

parent households would have more p031t1ve attltudes toward-:“5f'””

ﬁmarrlage than men reared in 81ngle,_female headed

“Bipfhouseholds

'-{52)Men in low soc1oeconom1c status w1ll flnd marrlage less
',desirabledandvhave_more'negatiVe a.tti‘ttlldes3toy\rard-m‘a‘u:r:Lag'e_f_._f’j

~ than men in higher socioeconomic status. =



" variables_ '*”fStatement

ugpfilHowever, they dld feel people are less commltted to

The analy51s revealed one 51gn1f1cant flndlng (see[:;:‘w
lTable 5) .

uTable 5

s drAnaly81s of Statements Concerninanérriagéfandfbeﬁnga?hin“*:‘H
' .AVarlables (N—7l) AR B TP b

Demographlc

- Income Range'.~,The people I know are .
S , © less- commltted to marrlage{fup;, .sOQ4f
’ynow than 1n the past S

ﬁMarrled Men '},Belng marrled stlfles '_”¥‘ ST
'(n—25) ja“;flnd1v1dual growth ;ﬂt“‘f?VJff';gﬁ;Ql6k o

- The people'I know are;;J,fff?w“'
- less commltted to. L
Z'ﬁfmarrlage now- than’lnﬁ'u“ h
ffthe past :

econd hypothe ls‘was found to be 51gn1f1cant,ad

004;, ThlS means that men 1n lower soc1oeconom1c

istatus found marrlage lesside51rable and therefore had more?f;eﬂf'

;fpnegatlve attltudes toward marrlage than hlgher

”average the marrledirespondents dlsagreed;w1th the

'wleﬁtatement that marrlage Stlfles lnd1v1dual growth

”;'marrlageinow versus 1n the past (see Table 5)




 orscusston
'\Thepdeclinehinfmarriage:rateSiandffamily,formatiOnlp;'

, among Afrlcan Amerlcan men has a- tremendous 1mpact on thef

. quallty of llfe of Afrlcan Amerlcan famll‘es,‘espec1ally_
'f:lohlldrenf» Past research has demonstrated how the decllne

“‘vin’marriage,among*African‘Ameridans"isﬁaSSOCiatedgwithw*

lilncreased out of wedlock blrths, 1ncreased s1ngle f male—;3’7

lifﬁheaded households,-and,aWdiSproportionatelyﬁlarger‘percent

Vﬂblof Afrlcan Amerlcan chlldren llv1ng 1n chron;c poverty Th””“l"'

;purpose of thls study was to explore somedof the pos51ble

;"attltudes Afrlcan Amerlcan men have about marrlage glven,‘*”’ o

QptheﬁdiSproportiOnatelyﬁ1owﬁmarr1age”rate’Mamong;Afr;oang

vnfthiS]country 'xTheréiié;anfurgentgneedﬁtomgﬁ'*'

" understand this phenomenon given the negative affects it

has on the survival of the African American community. =

”x‘Thls“current:bodyioffresearﬁh}éXploréafthedperceptions; T

' of 71 African American males pertaining to their attitudes =

"*_about:marriage,,characteristicsfof"their”idealimarriageff1“'“ -

'”partner,iand thelr attltudes about Afrlcan Amerlcan women

:The flndlngs revealed that overalldmarrled men had pos1t1ver’

5attitudesFtoWardearrlagef The respondents des1red to have

 marriage partners that are _f_._i_nancji‘al;ly' stgahle»,» ’eduCated, 1



end possess certain qualities'such as: physical beauty,
integrity and‘compatibility.

However, the analysis revealed that.meﬁ in 1ewer
socioetonomic status (for thisbstudy less than $30,000 per
year) had a negative view concerning_marriage.‘ This_
implies some validity to past empiricaleresearch which cite
.ecehomic viability as}a variabie in the decline in marriage
rates among African American ﬁen. Althbugh we‘as a society
‘have made great technological advancemente over the past
ten years,_many individuals view mafriage and,raising
children as an economic hardship. This maybe esﬁecially
true for African American men who are represented among
high raﬁes of unemployment and underemploymeﬁt.

Moreover, the respondents had aipositive view of
African American women.- Fifty—oﬁe out of the seventy-one
participants (71%) reported dating an African American :
women. However, only 31% stated they mustbmarry_an African
American women. When the respondents were asked about the
racial preference of the women. they must marry 56.3%1stated
they had no racial preferenceeb Iﬁ.apbears the decline in
the stigma asseciated with interracial relationehips has
afforded African Americen men with a wider veriety of

marital selection. Unfortunately, if a African American
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‘women only chooses to marry an Africaﬁ‘Americah man»this
pﬁts'her at a greater diéadvantage of getting mafried.
Past‘research has already stated that as maﬁy as 25% of
African American women will noVer marry‘(DaVis‘& Emerson,
1997) . 'In‘thé past,vsocial ociéhtiéts have attributed the
deoline intmarriago rotoo of African.Americans to a high
‘seX—fatio imbalance and the‘economic instability of African
American men. Nowxit'appears racial freedom in mate‘
selection may play a significant part in the low marfiage
rates among this population. Henceforﬁh( does
interpersonal conflict.among African American men and women
exiSt.and does it play apart in the low marriage rates? |
This areo of study needs to be further exploréd.

Limitations of Study

There are soveral limitations fo this research’sfﬁdy.
A post-positivistic paradigm can only discués small trends
or weak assooiations.‘ Therefore, the results of this study
cannot be USedoo make broad generaliéations about African
American males’ attitudes toward'marriage.‘The small sample
of 71 participants‘were not randomly oeleoted. _However, if
the fesearcﬁ is replicated enough times by several |

researchers, this might give us some compelling information
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about the perceptions_that African American‘men have about

marriage.

Social Work Imﬁlicatidns

Furtherm¢re, obtaining‘this.knOwledge base into the
attitudes ovafric@n»Americanvmales régarding ﬁafriége may
assist proféssionalS'in,ascertaining.tools to aésisﬁvthis
populétion in other treatment areas such aé family and
marital therapy. This anWledge concerning low_marriage.
ratesvaméng the African Américan popuiation éan élso assist
social SCientiSts in soiVing'somé social problems,‘éuch as,
the large proportion'of single female—heédéd households and
stereotYpes among African Americans. Also, social -
scientists can help educate society onlfamily forﬁa;ion and
family dynamics in order to hélp build’sﬁrongér:
communities. Most importantly, understanding family
fdrmation and interpersonal,relationéhips among Africah
Americané can help professionals not to pass jﬁdgment
without understanding ﬁhe deéper issues'involving this:

population.‘

31



© APPENDIX A: QUESTIONAIRE

AFRICAN AMERICAN MALE RELATIONSHIP SURVEY

1GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS Below are several statements
»_regardlng attltudes towards marrlage, relatlonshlps,-and
African Amerlcan women Please read each statement

"ef‘carefully Record your answer. by c1rc11ng the number of

'”your response or by fllllng in“the blank. Your responses'

will remaln anonymous After completlng the questlonnalre PR

place it in the: envelope, seal 1t and return it to a member.

’-“of our research team.:

-Elease read5theff0lloW1n§+Statements‘andRclrclé‘theFJFh
response that best supports your beliefs.

 Strongly Agree(sA) Agree(A)‘ ' Undecided(U)  Disagree (D)
1_Strongly Dlsagree(SD)v. o T S A S

ATTITUDES TOWARDS MARRIAGE

'il.‘Everyone should want to'_ - 51”‘E4"dg3fdlt2 o l.v
'”get marrled S L S L

",Zl_Marrlage helps 1nd1v1duals ”75dpi;47'hp3IIR 2 ”Ilfd""
- mature. o T T o

3.A SucceSSful career is as A"‘5"_f4'3fﬂ3l7,'2]_;vl,'
'-Satleylng as a successful A =
7f_marr1age ’ 2 .

:'A4PVA’SuccessfulxcareerIShOuld be"S"fI_4 L
- more. 1mportant than a: successful e
”marrlage i v S
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Strongly Agree(SA) Agree (A) ,Undecided(U) Disagreé(D)
Strongly Disagree (SD) . ' : :

sA A2 U D SD
5. Being married stifles 5 4 3 2 1
individual ' ' b
growth.
6. A successful marriage -5 4 3 2 1
should ’

be more important than a
successful career.

7. The people I know, : ‘ .
‘are less committed . 5 4 3 2 1
to marriage now ' ' ’
than in the past.

8. There are fewer ,
' advantages to marriage 5 4 3 2 . 1
" now than there were o
in the past.

9. The people I know are more 5 4 3 2 1

‘committed to marriage now
than in the past. -

CHARACTERiSTICS OF AN IDEAL MARRIAGE PARTNER

10. My ideal marriage = . - ,
partner is ' 5 4 3 2 1
financially stable. ’ - :

33



Strongly Agree (SA) Agree (A) Undecided (U) Disagree (D)
Strongly Disagree (SD) : . :

s A U D 8D
11. My ideal marriage
partner has completed 5 4 3 -2 1
their formal
education.

12. My ideal marriage
partner is ” 5 4 3 2 1
African American.

13. Race should not be
an issue when . 5 4 3 2 1
choosing an ideal
marriage partner.

14. My ideal marriage .
partner is a - 5 4 3 2 1
member of a :
church/mosque and/or
attends religious services.

15. My ideal marriage partner 5 4 3 2 1
always tries to keep their :
promises and meet their
obligations.

16. My ideal marriage partner 5 4 3 -2 1
does not need me to build -
their self-esteem.

17. My ideal marriage partner 5 4 3 2 1
- does not place a high ‘

priority on sex.

18. My marriage partner is 5 4 3 2 1
. monogamous .
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Strongly Agree(SA) Agree(A) Undecided(U) Disagree (D)
Strongly Disagree (SD) ' ‘ ‘

sa A U D 8D
19. It bothers me to see 5 4 3 2 1
interracial relationships. - v
20. 'My ideal marriageﬁpartner,makes S 'g - /yr.

21. My ideal marriage partner has completed"
years Qf formal education. ' -

22. The three most 1mportant characterlstlcs I look
For in a potential partner are: S ‘
1) , 2) - _ 3)

ATTITUDES ABOUT AFRICAN AMERTCAN WOMEN -
Please read the following statements‘and‘éircle the

response that best supports your beliefs.

‘Strongly Agree(SA)  Agree(d) Undecidea(U) Disagree (D)
- Strongly Disagree (SD) : B - :

‘23- Black women are more 5 4 3 2 1
financially respon81ble ’
- than other women .

35



Strongly Agréé(SA), Agree (A) Undecided(U) Disagree (D)
Strongly Disagree (SD) ‘ ‘ . .

sa A U D 8D

24. Black women are too - - 5 4 - 3 2 1
ambitious. a S ' '

25,  Black women are more 5 4 3 2 1
loving and sensitive o
than other women.

26. Black women are séxually 5 4 3 2 bl
' aggressive. S

27. Black women will stick 5 4 3 2 1
with you through thick :
and thin. ‘

28. Most Black women don’'t 5 4 3 2 1
respect Black men. = o

29. Black women are always 5 4 3 2 1
putting Black men
down.

30. Black‘WOmen try to , 5 4 3 2 1

dominate Black men in
relationships.
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DEMOGRAPHICS

”H~3ﬁ“The questlons that follow are de51gned to help us develop a _ﬁv

’1VYEARS OF EDUCATION_

21Edemograph1c proflle of the respondents to thls survey It ”'

,vlS 1mportant that you take the tlme to answeraeach of the
w~follow1ng questlons *YourrldentltYIw1ll remalnwanonymousrﬁﬁfhh"T>

: Please c1rcle the approprlate number or flll 1n the blank

lRELIGIOUS PREFERENCE
.gBaptlSt‘” ‘ 7 »

. Catholic

rMethodlst
§Presbyter1an

. Holiness" SN
. Seven Day Adventlst
. A.M.E. _ : w
,Lutheran S P
nOther,‘please spe01fy Ll

w<n\Jc»mw>;q1mﬁ

'INCOME RANGE ‘ .
1. less than $15 OOO
2. $15,000-30,000
3.$30,000- 45,000
4.$45.000-60, ooo-
5. $60 000+

.'MARITAL STATUS S

. Married, for _ . years

. Never. marrled R

.Dlvorced

LSeparated

. Widowed = = - RTINS

QSlngle, 1n a commltted relatlonshlp TR
.Single, not 1n a commltted relatlonshlpluj;“

-:\Lq»mnhﬁbk)p



" NUMBER OF DEPENDENT CHILDREN

»;_fIf you are not currently marrled defygﬁlplanftongetg
J{marrled in: the next L e T e T

'd\ o us w l\)’flé'

.Most of the women I date are
;Afrlcan Amerlcan T
;Cauca31an s
. Asian’ i
{Hlspanlc_“f'
gNatlve Amerlcan N

U1 W N

. Year? e

. 2 years? .

.3 years?

.4 years7'~"

5+ years° ) ~ :
ST never plan to get marrled

'ffThe woman I marry must be

Cov ol s w N"}‘—‘

= H<®'®_Q‘o§mv#mw N’PfH

e

;Afrlcan Amerlcan e
gCauca51an o

. Asian -

lespanlc Lo T

. Native Amerlcan RN ER A ;
. I have no partlcular preference

was ralsed by the follOW1ng adults :;;;T&“;

gMother
. Father - : : R AR
LMother and Father/Step Father""
pGrandmother and Mother
. Grandmother , -
rGrandmother and Grandfather i
gGrandfather IR -
. Aunt = . ¢

. Uncle = .

Aunt and Uncle D T e
Other, please spe01fy ISR L X




APPENDIX B: INFORMED CONSENT

This study will to examine some of the attitudes African
American men may have about marriage. This study, in which
you may voluntarily participate, is conducted by Monigque
Lang, a social work graduate student at California State
University San Bernardino (CSUSB) under the supervision of
Dr. Morley Glicken at California State University San
Bernardino. The Institutional Review Board of California
State University, San Bernardino, has approved this study.
The university requires that you give your consent before
participating in this or any other research study.

This study consists of 3 sections. The first part asks
that you rate 9 statements about marriage on a scale of
strongly agree to strongly disagree. The second part
consists of 2 questions relating to marriage that requires
your personal opinion. Lastly, the third section pertains
to certain unique characteristics about you personally.
This study will take approximately 10-15 minutes to
complete.

Please be assured that this study is confidential, and no
identifying information will be used which may identify
you. You also have the right at any point during this
survey to withdraw your participation for any reason.
without any penalty. Your participation is voluntary.

By checking the box provided below and dating this form,
acknowledge that you have been informed and understand the
nature. of the study and freely consent to participate. You
further acknowledge that you are at least 18 years of age.

I Agree to Participate in the Study (check if you
agree)

Today’s Date Is:
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APPENDIX C: DEBRIEFING STATEMENT

This research study was conducted by Monique Lang, a social
work graduate student under the supervision of Dr. Morley
Glicken at California State University, San Bernardino.
This research study was designed to explore some possible
perceptions African American Men have about marriage. The
Institutional Review Board at CSUSB has approved this
study. ‘

Please be assured that findings will be reported in group
form only. No identifying information will be used which
may identify vou. ' ’

If any aspect of the research caused you any emotional
stress, you can contact a family service agency by calling-
909-980-3004 or 909-387-7053.

A brief summary of the findings and conclusions of this
study will be available after June 1, 2000 and can be
obtained by calling Dr. Morley Glicken at 909-880-5557.

Thank vou for your'time and participation in this study.
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