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L:fpjflndlngs regardlng gender and v olenc'

ﬂﬁvgethnicity; 1nst1tutlonallzatloh_

‘dlayﬂopposed to Vlolence to others w1llhi

’“°d{igv1olence predlctlon for thls homogeneous group of

t[ Our soc1ety has generally v1ewed women as less
’fﬂaggre531ve and less llkely to commlt acts of v1olence in

'*fComparlSQn&to.men-

tatlstlcs‘show that only 13 percent'

,ginpatients;faThisfpéréépticnx

3 the female 1npat1ent

sypopulatlon 1s further compllcated by the mlxed research

'ﬂfposs1ble other env1rOnmental causat ons,,genderfalone-,,ﬁu

;should not prove an accurate varlable 1n addre831ng

d”3v1olent behav1or Varlablesbsuchtas age,

.,nd‘v1olence to self as

. 1kely show 51gn1f1cant‘

o relevance ThlS study w1ll attempt to demonstrate how

{ithese other blopsychosoc1al' arlables play a. role 1n.T5~"“M

' dﬂforens1cally commltted patlents other than gende

1locatlon, tlme,f;jg“’”"’
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;thrsé;dQCadesm(FlannérY?&gHansbn;

assaults (Rasmussen & Levander, 1996) ' Nurses and thelrv‘_."‘f"' ‘




'7?ﬁadm1n;strato Sy

h"ﬂfv1olence predlctlon capabllltles of state hospltals

l?fFlannery and*HaOSOn (1994) Stater mental health

1n a tlme of managed care and cost

f"aacﬁtaiﬁmehﬁ 'should be concerned about the effects of

‘"fd"v1olence on: employees, not only for the costs related to

Eabsenteelsm, but also for the eff;fts v1olence has on the‘;lf'wf'f

f]mental health care dellvery system 1n general ' No longer7”t‘

@does the concern for safety remaln the sole respon81bllltykf-”‘

tof the cllnlcal staff
“ﬂ The ablllty to 1dent1fy the potentlal for v1olent

: behav1or 1s benef1c1al to the patlent as well as theibﬂ5,

tl,; ffac1llty,.staff communlty"andfsOc1al‘work aS'a

‘ff'profe881on Vlolence predlctlon w1ll ald 1n address1ng

-;the spe01f1c 81tuatlons and 1nteractlons w1th other,ff~vm SR

‘liipatlents that led to the aggress1ons-(Bjorkly, 1994)

-Y#Wlth the attentlon to each 1nd1v1dual patlent notlng

v'fi‘spec1f1c trlggers and thelr dysfunctlonal 1nteractlon w1th’l;"

li}staff and other patlents, 1t 1s p0331ble to allev1ate the c*hdﬂ

sgfapprehen31ons of worklng w1th thls unlque populatlon

It 1s equally 1mportant to: acknowledge that the

:'multltudefof varlables that contrlbute to v1olent behav1orhf*ﬁ;"

r}ymay never be fully deflned These numerous varlables

Y, fexlstjacross,the‘blologrcal5;psychological.and“




s f;;s,b'é,i’??"l‘,'ogvig'a1’,.;__,-,4’_c»csrﬁpb‘ﬁeh.tzs “of the :i'ndi‘.{r"idual ~and. dlffér |

‘“greatlyfcase—by—case; To belleve that any 1nstrument w1ll: e

lc;neatly assessed every patlent 1s unreallstlcally hopeful

%”fwaowever, to dlsmlss the potentlal of an. 1nstrument Wthh

Viﬁhas the potentlal of lendlng credlble 1n81ght to a larger ;f;lf

f‘populatlon of patlents only because 1t cannot predlct
lfjevery case 1s just as’ ethlcally unsound

o Many employees of psyChlatrlC hospltals report that

bf:one such varlable 1n predlctlng patlent Vlolence is genden';pf'

f,;f(Noble & Rodger, 1989) 8 However, much of the recent

'l:llterature contlnues to produce contradlctlng results
LfrregardlngJgendergasda‘predlctlng Varlable; The 1dea that

.gender is the prlmary predlctor of patlent Vlolence could '

"qv‘lead to 1nattent1veness to other p0381ble contrlbutlng

;['factors,: For,eXample,vlabellng of a patlent may be""

\j'con31dered comprom1s1ng the therapeutlc nature in terms of,v]‘

- the treatment prov1ded to the 1nd1v1dual whrch_results_in Eaes

‘h_a self fulfllllng prophecy of v1olence

: Problem Focus

All pos51ble varlables relatlng to the

hf?ldblopsychosoc1al aspects of an 1nd1v1dual should be

'h.evaluated for thorough assessment of v1olent potentlal

‘dAlternatrvely,,there'rs nQ;one;Variable;that,indiCates o



jﬁreVélence toWafd violent behaVior,‘ Rather, it shouid be»i‘
-'understobd that the multitude ofvinterrelated Vaﬁiébles '
iny'suggests a sus¢eptibilityﬂto aggreééion.. However, it
is‘pOSéible thaﬁ‘some &ariébles}"dependent on:each othef,
do‘demonstrate thefproclivity-for vineﬁce, andléendervmay‘
'Qr'may no£ be proven to be just suéh,évﬁariable. These
Vafiébleé are by nbimeans all—enCompassing, but may lead
to véluablédiagno?fid'topls:that éhould not be
diSregarded. ATherefore, td'assesé andvpossibiyvpredict_
 the violent beha&iors‘aﬁdng feméie inpatieﬁts in'state 
psychiatrié hospitals, it.is‘neceséary to‘approach'the'}u
research froﬁ a posf—positivist‘app?oach; Whicﬁ”allowsfor.‘
tﬁe’impﬁacticality‘of aécOuntiﬁgvar all botential
Variablés. |

‘Thé ability‘té_defermine the prdpénsity‘for Violence-

offers two céntributiohs forlthebsoéiél WOrk @r%@tiée.‘
 First, the ébiiity to identify potentiélly violent
: chafacteristics perﬁits the‘cohstructioﬁ of spedialized»
treatment mOdalitiés épeéifically‘Coupled’tqvthat patient.
.A SOCial worker, with-knowl§dge'of tﬁoSebtreatment‘ 
 modélities,_is then’ébie‘t§ iﬁéiement;an expédiéﬂt and
relevant intérVehtién'ﬁo éfféctivély‘ﬁfiiiZe the tiﬁef

during‘the‘patientfs1hospitalization. Second,



:*funderstandlng the soc1allzatlon factors underlylng thef

'f;v1olent characterlstlcs affordsythe soc1al worker”*

addltlonal 1nformatlon necessary to 1dent1fy the cognlw

’;level at whlch the patlent is operatlng wiThereforey y

""jﬁldentlfylng and uncoverlng predlctlve 1nd1v1dual and/or

:fvﬁf51tuatlonal factors that lead to the 1ncreas ngzrates of f;fﬁf

»1Q7ffapply stereotyplcal or judgmental_co

‘7de1terature Rev1ew

’,Lv1olent acts by female psychlatrlc"lﬂ

':jIn d01ng so, mental health care profe831onals can

':ffdetermlne the dlfferent patterns or symptoms that w1ll betfﬁf‘

';1dent1f1able prlor to’the actual v1olent behav1or and

ddgsubsequently reduce or{a lev1ate these 1nc1dents

‘yg{century Gray,lln 1857.

'i‘patlents who had commltted serlously v1olent acts such asﬂi"f

. hom1c1de or attempted hom1c1de whlle underlhﬁs care and

’agfthen publlshed hlSHflndlngS of 49 cases that flt these

*[;crlterla A substantlal amount of research has been

E f:accumulated 31nce Gray s research predomlnantly from theigi” -

V"'gpi"1970’s to the present Understandlng and predlctlng

"v1olent behav1or among psychlatrlc patlents has recelved f]y»;




ConSidérablé in£eréSt_OVéf>the.lastvéévérél»deéadesand
'> has;béeﬂ-a'focalfpoiﬁt fb%fmuéh c§httoVersyfiﬁithe
.reééafch}in£Q pﬁédi§tioﬁ of,vidléﬁtEbehavidr:iﬁ‘geﬁéﬁal.
HoWeVef[?if is appaﬁentﬁfhat th§ éésentiai>fac£é%s;  
assééiétéd wifh prédicting;énd‘Conﬁrolling Violeﬁfl:
'ibehaﬁior among psyéhiatfic>iﬁpatienﬁsfhas‘yét to be
'_‘déterﬁinéd dQe to the iﬁcrééSipélinéidenté df_yiéleﬁce.:v

 Monahan'(198?)5¢onciudéd.tﬁat the'mOS£ strikingzu
characteristic of risk;a$séssméht,reseafch.is*the fact  
.»thét if is‘inCOnsisteht,yvThg'incoﬁéistenCies range"'
ényWHere from indi§idﬁél factors such as pétients pfevidus
.psychiatric histéry,ipfésent,&iagndéis, age and»géndér to
 situap;ohal faétofs‘suCﬁ asiibcépibn of iﬁcident,'time‘of
iday'énd fhéfaCtiviﬁy.§fthé.patieht'when the.ﬁiglént.
'behaﬁior toQk place. Walker and,Sieferﬁ (i994) found that
- étaff meﬁbefoWéfe:moét.freqﬁehtly-agtéckéd around the
_“time administratioﬁ_of‘medications; ‘

TOday,ysopiety éppears té havé_beébme‘more’violéﬁt
(Blaiﬁ, 1991),» HQwe§e£, violéhcé»ih pSYChiatric hospitals
in the3UﬁitédStétes ap§ears tb ha§e fa£ exceeded'societal
‘ humbérs andvcpntinués_to ihcreaéé’aﬁ>an alarming‘raﬁe
x(Halie¥”& Deluty,‘1988; Lindqvist'& Allebeck; 1990). This

is not to say that the'iﬁcidents of violence in


http:continues.to

[psyéhiatric hospitals‘achieve the brufality:seen in
society, lérgely dﬁe tb the relative ébsencefof deviceé
capable of doing greatvbodily injury.

N Thé majority ofréséardhlfegérdin§ génder and
violence conducted andlpﬁblished in last féw décédes‘has
overlooked the.use of Comparison groups, and focuses on
‘primarily miniﬁal’injuriés. bFor example, Péarson; M.,;‘
Wilmot, F., and Padi, M; (1986)-analyzed a twelve month
study at a psyghiatric hospital that cbnsisted of 283
incidént reportsvétemming ffom the Violent_acté of
patients. kTheyvfound thét out of the 283 incidents 
reported, 98.6% eitﬁer had no‘visib1é injuries or minor
cuts ahd bruiSes. Therefgfe; having onlyvlimited‘reseérch
available to the pﬁblic that offers possible Solutions fo
the rise in institutional violeﬁce the social work and
mediCal profeSSionals mﬁst coﬁtinuevin their search for
answers to this phenomenon.

‘The vast majority of those whq fallViqtim to the
patiént Violence arethé”staff'members of the psyéhiatric
hospitai; HWhittihgtbn k19§4) obServed the findings of
several studies and discovered that an éveragé rate of
‘assault on staff members at each psychiatric hospital was

one every six days. The research conducted by Walker and



r:ﬁ};slefert (1994)j.ji7”51'

e injury ratetthaﬁ co StruCtingWQrkersev

ho are percelved

| a}fby the general«publlc as hav1ng onevofath_ moSt dangerous}jjat:Vﬁﬁf

%Hff]Obs (Lusk 1992) Addltlonal studles have,found that asr_ddjffﬁf‘

Qd}many;aS{9O of v1olent 1n01‘ents are dlrected agalnst |

v:Eﬁ@féeébfgdwards*et?a',,‘7'*"J

v not w1sh{tottake, and are not afforded

| from work as a result, patient information and situational




information such as the'iocation:and tiﬁe cf_the'incident,,
andvdescriptiOn;and’seterity of theyincident.»bReliébility
of incident'report_forms has been fonnd to be of ccncetn,
as Lion‘et al. (1981) éuggésts that there is a significant
under—reccrdingrof violenCe on incident forms'in state
mental hospitalé. In spite of the conCérns this type cf
reéearch has generated in the professicnél pcychiatric
community, progress in violence preciction of psychiatric
patients has made considerable prcgress.

It is undérStandabie why employees of psychiatric
hospitals have formulated and maintained many differing
unscientific basednopinions‘substéntiated on,perccptions
aione, considering the vast difference in‘findings that
exist in the research community. One of the most coﬁmon
perceptions is that females in psychiatric hoépitals are
more prone to Qiolence than males. However, research has
provided inconsistentifindings pertaining to gender. Some
studies (Fottrell, i980; Larkin, Murtagh, &’Jones, 1988)
indicate that there is é higher rate of assaultiveness
among female patients then male, while other research such
as Bornstein'é (1985), found that hospitalized males tend
to be more aggressive than the hospitalized females.

Other studies show no major difference with regards to

9



“11988 Tardlff_\ySWeiiiam,

»1982)

: V?the female 1npat1ent v1olence“be1‘g observed secondarlly’ii

“ﬁbf;nrather than belng;the'prlmary_problem focus of the

kf,f Prev1ous psychlatrlc hlstory and a hlstory of v1olent

'5”vbehav1or also come up as a matter of dlsagreement 1n

‘QQ"predlctlng v1olent behav1”rjamong‘psychlatrlc 1npat1ents

1Palmst1erna & WlStedt};(1989) belleve that haVlng a,"7~“ PR

"ebfhlstory of v1olent or assaultlve behav1or has been

‘*a“fﬂbetween prlor v1olent crlme and v1olent behav1or in a'"

"5?{max1mumcsecurltyﬂhospltal*

ff"frepeatedly a83001ated_w1th subsequent v1olent behav1or PR

Blomhoff et al

”?In addltlon, <199o>

"/;wherecthey‘concluded that there was no relatlonshlpgﬁﬂt:“ﬁ

ound that 80 ;of“j;t's;ﬁw’" |



The patlents dlagn031s 1s thought to hold5the

| “ffgreatest pOSSlblllty for v1olence predlctlon,by‘those

”fﬁflooklng for 1dent1f1able varlablesv;'Iﬁ*manyf)

'dfc1rcumstances, the dlagn081s does demonstrate a greate

'“jfllkellhoo;v ’hvlolence; Eatlent33wh0HhaVefbeen diagnOSedg,f

”as,sthzophféﬂic?aféx' large populat on”of patlents who

-fjcommltted v1olent acts; partlcularly those patlents who

- are also acutely psychotlc (Noble & Rodger, 1989 Sheridanfiff '

“ert al‘ 1990) Others have concluded that assaultlveness f7

fzand v1olence are dlrectly assoc1ated w1th the dlagn051s ofglﬁfiffp

'°t;flschlzophren1a,Aespec1ally 1f these Vlolent patlents are -
l{also acutely psychotlc (Mchel et;al 1992) Blnder &

dechNlel (1988) found that manla 1s less common than}};ﬂff

'~]ﬁschlzophren1a[ but acutelyfdlsturbed manlc patlents may be?ffufr“'"

73"justsas aggres51ve~” Dlagnoses of organlc braln damage and IR

N-~fmental 1mpa1rment we e also assoc1ated w1th v1olent

".“_wxbehav1ors (Hlllbrand Fostie "&-)'Hirtt 1988) Mchel (1994)~f

‘fg:tifound that ha'ﬁﬁ‘ Hatlons and delu31ons were bothhﬁm“:

‘"afcausatlve factors as’ well 1n v1olent behav1or‘_hQu

h*”fgarrested for 1nvolvement 1n v1olent act1v1t1es and

‘fjsubsequently placed 1n an 1npat1ent psychlatrlc hospltal
'f390° had been dlagnosed w1th substance abuse or personalltyfi77ffﬂi;

:h‘ﬁfdlsorder or both and 74° had been dlagnosed schlzophrenlc ,:L




““*'“v;o;ent (Conylt et al 1988 Pearson et al 1986)

”¥€orrschizoaffébtiyéfdisafaéfrxVbraﬁkaVét'al 1995)

'fHowever, some researchers found that the dlagn031s dld not«ﬁf

L play any s1gn1f1cant rblé}ih;prédictlﬁgﬁyidléﬁééta»~

‘}lhet_al; 1990) f None offtheséﬂstudiesf7ookedfatﬁ§endertandffl

“5}fthe pos31blllty that‘female 1npat1ent's,d1agnoses could bef;ffe ,

*,fa slgnlffcantjfactor contrlbutlng to the hlgh percentage

"=of&Vio1enceﬁ‘”

. D1agnos1s 1s not the only factor in- v1olence

'Vi.bredlctlon Age of patlent and locavion of 1n01dent
"appears to be a common factor amongst researchers ,

Studles show a tendency for younger patlents to be more

“ff‘Jamesfet=al (1990) found that patlents 25 years of age

:'jand younger were more llkely to commlt v1olent act‘;than |

ffthose who were older and the younger patlents were also L

"iL"lncllned to commlt more than one act of v1olence

";Locatlon also seems to be a factor 1n v1olence predlctlon

“*liyln psychlatrlc hospltals, v1olent behav1or most frequentlyf&jf

’foccurs 1n the w rdy(Harrls & Varney, 1986) ey Rasmusseniand'

';”fLeVander (1996) alsolconducted an 1npat1ent study that

'ffound 626 of the Vlolent cases were 1dent1f1ed as dlrectlyff -

5exper1enced by the patlent




“and 86%’of those‘incidents tooklolaCe in the Wards, which
inoludésthe dining_room. | |
bThere is some'evidence thatyViolent patients are more
likely to.come'from lower socio—economio.grouos fEdwards‘
et al,,>1988), Sexuai behavior,jtoo, isireportedhas
accounting for as'much“as 3%vofvthéfaggressive inoidenees
(Crowneriet'al. 1995)". ReSearchers have agreed on the
’fact that the majorlty of v1olent acts. commltted by
”1npat1ents of psychlatrlc hospltals are 1ndeed repetltlve
ambngva small proportion;of the total_popuiatiOn.
eTherefore,:the’statement'holds'true that‘overall,
"psychiatric inpatients are not‘yiolent in general. Barber'
et,al.'(1§8§) found that in a US State hospltal 15 long
stay patientsv(average stay 4.5 years) ‘accounted for
almost half the total v1olenceg Noble and Rodger (1989)
dlscovered 1n thelr study that 91% ,of the 1,529 admissions
were not reported as belng v1olent in. any way Eiohelman
(1992),agrees-w1th the above 1nformat1on and enoourages
.researchers‘to strfye for a better understandlng offthe
‘ dlfferent types of vrolence and to focus future research
on patlents whovare severely and/or’repetrtlvely |

aggressive.-

13


http:not.reported.as

-One of the more recent'trends hasAbeen to obserue the
situation or setting during and prior tobthe violent
engagement.' Rasmussen and Levander (1996) stated that,
‘“Inpatient Violence is best conceiued as an interactive
phenomenon with contributions from‘botb indiuidual and’
situationai factorsib One of the factorS‘regarding
setting was time of‘day as noted by'Dietr and Rada (1982),
| Harris and Varney (1986), and Pearson, Wilmot,‘and-Padi
(1986) . Walker and Siefert (1994) found that around
medication distribution time, attacks on staff uere'most
frequent. On the contrary, Larkin, Murtagh and Jones‘
(1988) found the‘time of day to be insignificant as a
'predictor to violence andvfurther noted that aggressive
incidents tended to be distributed euenly throughout the
dayi This particular study also found that the majority
of‘inc1dents occurred upon Mondays and Fridays, and the
least amount ofvv1olent in01dents transpired on Saturdays
and Sundays, Other possibilities regarding setting could
be the number of people in close vicinity, month of the
year andiratio of patients to staff.

‘Current research focusing on the screening and
predicting‘factors aSsociated with femalevinpatients in

psychiatric hospitals is almost non-existent. The
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reSearChthatdoeseX1st cOnflctlng and therefore

'%Fjgthelr bellef that females a: ;more*éddféSéiVthhéh{théfffﬁg"

h“f;”males.‘”It 1s unclear, however, whetherVor’not“womeh_

’pratl nts who v1olate tradltlonal gender norms are creatlngf*

ff[a tendency for staff to percelve womendpatlents 1n gender e

dlffas more v1olent than men, when actually they may be merelyiyil“"

‘lmore v1olent than the roxes that women are supposed t0~f:”’”w

'“ng varlables,‘employees"w1ll”be forced to malntalnﬁrﬂjjf

’¢>“g¢¢iélogicala omponents may play ar larger part in the;f'u

Vprredlctlon of v1olence than alluded to 1n prlor research




'Femalesvmay be channeied‘intondifferent institutionelh
:lenels‘in the mentalihealth and oriminal justice‘eysteme
' whereby only thevmost violentvwomen enter‘into_the'State
‘PsychiatricoHoepital popuiation;t'It'isvttue”that,men andvv ,
'_womenihave‘identicai’oriteriavfof the determination of
mental illness;l HoweVer;'preVione stuoiee foundvthét'When
women_engege in violent,vaggfeesive behaviors,vthey are
more often thonght to bevmentally.ili in oomperison‘to the
maletpopulationthat commits»similarbviolent crimes |
kBrovermanvetnal, 1972;vNowacki &,Poe,fi973); This
implies that:women‘are out of their sooiallyfbaeed,seﬁ
role stefeotype in What,is cOnsidefed notmal behaVior end‘
conseQUently‘are found-to be mentally ill;nvFurthermore,‘h
~ the violent aots_committedvby>WOmen arehmore often thought
'tO’be‘ditectly related to.mental‘illness,in comparieonoto
fmalee‘in‘general (Fanlstieh( 1984feMoGlynn~et al, 1976).
:This implies:that‘society vieys:niolenf orimes'oommitted_
.by-women to»beiéymptoms.ofimentalilinees. Kieinke and‘
‘ Baldwin'(i993)‘fonndfthat females_ere,morevoften committed'
tonmentel hospitals'as-oppoeedftopriSons:for violent acts
in_comparisonvto men Who'have committed siﬁilar violenti‘h
ctimes.“Ae'such; hy theftiﬁe,womenvreechlstate hospitals

they have exhausted the communityebased programs,‘publio‘
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}health fa01llt1es and prlvate organlzatlons Potentlally,f"”

'aﬂonly the most v1olent and aggress1ve mentally 1ll femalesf_ffjv"v

= 5flnd thelr way to State Psychlatrlc HOSpltals he3;ff-‘”

‘lnflmpllcatlon 1s that the patterns of v1olence of women 1n',;3_f;‘f

‘mpsychlatrlc fac1llt1es are what have led them to thelr:lpl_;g,;,

Vplacement in those fac111t1es, and that men‘w1th s1mllar"'”"

“7patterns of v1olence may have been placed 1n other

'ilﬁlnstltutlonal settlngs w1th1n the mental health system,(i,}t_#‘**

?sor}vmore llkely,.the crlmlnal justlce system
The comblnatlon of several blopsychosoc1al events
'Afw1ll llkely demonstrate a greater 51gn1flcance 1n the:“”

l‘e;predlctlon of v1olence as opposed to any 81ngular

»yvarlable Therefore,'the authors"hypothes1ze that gender.

3‘&Wlll not play a 31gn1flcant role 1n the predlctlon of

'Vlolence



http:j;usti.ee

Jvﬁffforen51c psychlatrlc hospltal over an extended“perlod

“dfgto demonstrate 31gn1f1cant factors”among, he. accepted

"‘.f,-llkely varlables 1n other studlesﬁ;

ﬁfngthln a homogeneous group to spec1f1cally focus_on_thty”

h}concerns#ofugender;aSoaupredlctlnggvarlable Most of the

”"ﬂ"prlor research has been secondary studles w1th narrOW’yg;‘f,_'

"fsampllngs ( < 100)f?jBr1efmstudleslday have captured

"unlque tlme dependent events and narrow studles may

‘Lobserve too llmlted a number of females due to thelr
fgdlmlnutlve populatlon as a percentage of the total

The authors acknowledge that not all varlables

:ﬁ‘ydpertalnlng to v1olence predlctlon W1~l:be accounted for 1nﬁ}t, g

Vﬁ‘thls study ‘ The res‘archers do not»hope7to dlscover ﬁf@»ff§ 8

'"ff»fffdlrect cause and effect relatlonshlps but 1nstead attemptiifnf%ffh

inf lue'nC;ng “Var....,.lzabl’esi;o‘_f f".V‘%LOJlfef',lt“:be,.hiav,l_o’r- in. 'r.ﬁé’liat'i'on,f.to:’:57?1"" o

The;dependent varlable 1s v1olentg1nc1dents by i

’xt'patlents The 1ndependent varlables avallable from th“%“ﬁxtw

Hiréconstructed database that havesgenerally been alleged’a‘v

“re gender; type ofdff




fﬁlghlnc1dent age at the tlme of 1nc1dent length of

sjjhospltallzatlfn;at the tlme of 1n01dent locatlon and tlme;;f.n ‘

o gof day In addltlon, the authors observed ethn1c1ty to,fﬁ' -

‘1fifaddress the pOSSlblllty of errors 1n cultural awareness

 sample

' :fln Patton, Callfornla,.a psychlatrlc fa01llty founded 1n155l;*“’

ﬁ7;lmembers and frlends f Throughout the years,‘Patton s

B sof 1ts patlents;y

ﬂpatlent populatlon has varled not only 1n 51ze butv'p

5h-d1agn081s and purpose of stay ,

“5qcomm1tted under one of two prlmary crlterla One of the

"ﬂ[ResearCh4 as conducted at the Patton State Hospltal"”‘

"??_ja long standlng dedlCathn to research and Care:f“f"tu

;The flrst psychlatrlc patlents seen at R

‘*jPatton 1n 1893 were, prlmarlly,'those brought 1n by famllyﬁvl

Today,”the majorlty of patlents at: Patton are legallyrx:,

-,;W,prlmary patlent commltments lS Penal Code (PC) 1026

fikfpatlents that have been declared gullty, but not gullty by;?g'

'”7_term'and;arefo

f:f;thelr commlttedu‘ffence‘z

’f:;reason ofllnsanlty These patlents are con81dered long—5?;f;ff

‘7i3jmandatedrt1mefof 1ncarceratlon normally sentenced for

v’The other prlmary commltments B

T'v‘are the PC 1370 patlents whomhave been deemed 1ncompetent -

o to stand_trlal for theliw

ccused*crlmes‘ The goal for Tf»\

en hospltallzed for tlme equal to the 3;55;Z¢{"'”yw


http:Patton.in

”7‘fféémﬁéﬁéﬁtly”in?éxcouff*df“Law,f?TﬁéséfﬁatieﬁtéVéén'haVelf;;aw~~~'

~ Patton with these patients is to increase their level of =

‘hfthelr trlal date postponed numerous'tlmes“due to the thelrfﬁ:]

glnabjlltyzto~ma;nta;ntself—c0ntroi understand’the g8

djsipfocedufesfofwthe}COuft 1nteract effectlvely w1th thelr }i3f

"tﬁipubllc defenderdand/or are*”;ah;egto;comptehendathe;rgijq

‘fh;;allegedfcrlme.

Once thlS populatlon 1s made competent to stand

Qtrlal PC 1372 they are sent back to thelr countyi f

’ﬁiHowever/”some_of the,Ph

ome competent to stand trlal as a PC 1372 patlent .

For,thls study, we w1ll code the dataé

i’3extbact only the PC 1370 patlents The patlents admltted S

”funder PCM1026 as well ashmost of the other penal codes mayf; s




. have been in the r'sy-.s‘-fem%:far‘f year

Lr'itatfPatton:*ﬂFor the‘most part.

Hfffftthe';ftreatment planrln effectf

“a many‘years and have

'71fadapted tO thelr ment**'wf '1. management *whlch potentlal:,fﬁV:‘

o may have gar atly reducedlthenr'propen51ty‘;oward'v1o;ence;fffaj7

‘many of the

vPrlor_to thelrfarrlval

sf;fscommltments other than:tfe PC 137O;pat1ents e'the"

“fffrom prlson or" haved :en transferred from other State

‘%fHospltals'

L_Thls length of tlme w1th1n the foren81c

:;xcommunlty has been known to create a stablllzlng effect on,..udw |

'efvtfthese patlent

zﬁvyThevadm1s81on under PC 1370 offers the purest

fh],ffpopu;ationiFlth*a-consrderable~degree f:homogenelty that -

;s necessary for;aﬁstudy offthls nature'

'eihave comblned entlre populatlons con31st1ng of all penal‘

codes represented ln state fa01llt1es or entlre h spital

statlstlﬂsﬂrather;thatgspeclfLCjwards-inﬁthe"priva'



-ffcomblned to glve a more expan31ve plcture of the v1olence S

;;belng perpetrated in. thlS unlque populatlon ThlS sample ;Q“fnT*'l

‘.ﬂils llmlted 1n that the patlents at thlS fac1llty come only*ﬁﬁ:t”’

i‘from Callfornla and do not glve an adequate cross sectlon d;f]“'

3T;fof all foren51cally commltted persons It 1s qulte fﬁ":”'l

~Tﬁposs1ble that thls dataset w1ll not vary 51gn1f1cantly

fw1th those from State Hospltals across the country

Q*ZData"ColleCtlQn'and’Instruments.fftai'“'*

'5fAllxpatients”committedfﬁ_;Patton fall under the »

Hh;nguldellnes of the Callfornla?Department of Mental Health

iffllee all other states, Callfornla Department of Mental

ﬁlﬂglnc1dents of V1olence at Patton are logged charted&andf} &

;;ﬁHealth 1s obllgated to follow the rules and regulatlons

ufor the care and treatmentfof 1nvoluntarlly commltted
'pj'mentally 1ll persons as stlpulated 1n the federal laws 1n

\1frthe Code of Federal Regulatlons, Tltle 18 Chapter 313

zh(Cornell Unlver81ty, l999)srjRegulatlons at both the state"

l.;and the federal level requlre that v1olent acts be

“'”lreported and trackedvto a;d 1n the“safety of both the

patlents and the employees ent_rusted w1th thelr care "‘, All e

»rfldentlfled on Spec1al InCldent Reports
Patton,illke most other state psychlatrlc fac1llt1es,“f'

B ls a t».tempt,l_n-g t o keep ‘t.he, s,e.-.,.mandat‘e‘@_: reports ona



',m;ln,operatlonffor'ninegyears

o ,‘_lmmen.se.‘sd'a'tabas'

_By utlllzlngkthlsadatabase, aﬁrélat ely complete

'ﬁ?el;stlng‘of all’v1olent 1nteractlons was a‘ e331ble;;;fx”“‘

populatlon ft”Patton:a_d has theeie””

ﬁJpotentlal for comparlso'fat_other psychlatrlc”fac1llt1es
?1n£ormatl0n_prov1dedﬁbyc;he¢ jd calaRecords&and“éi |

c }eInformat1cn'Management Systems'staff at P ‘ton:was unable

. “statistical evaluation. o

S;ran accurate representatlon of genderfa_@fﬁf;_;



rﬁﬂqProceduresk,_,vﬂV*“n

.»(.

Wlth approprlate approvalblthe requested varlables

x:and correspondlng data from‘the database'on the grounds ofb}'m:

'ifPatton was extracted 1n the three separate datasets by a fa-f*
‘cthe thlrd party ~In‘addltlonﬁtoubelngfawrequlrement“of

:"-ﬁPatton, thlS means of 1nformatlon gatherlng ensured

";f}absolute protectlon of confldentlal materlal

"Thetflrst procedureHWas,toltake“the;datasetsdmﬁiéhi,id'-:

7f:hwere sayed 1n Mlcrosoft@ E%celmand enter themalntoéiy"hl
‘h;Accessm”asbrndryrduai.tabies Both the dlagn081s table
‘i;énd the rncrdent‘table‘had nouldentlflable varlable in
gywhrch.todform a relatlonshlp d The patlent 1dentrf1catlon.

"ltable had been glven a random number, Wthh corresponded

n:yjto a. second random number 1n the dlagn081s table It was.:

'-*understood that thls number was formed from the patlent

:;jldentlflcatlon number glven to an 1nd1v1dual patlent at

'dbjadmlttanCe;:”The second random number 1n the patlent ¥
'fjhldentrfrcatlon table was.created.u81ng an rnc1dent case
”*5;number,ymhrchwWas‘correlated to.a second randomlzed“ca

‘3“;number 1n the.rnc1dent table R | | “

o Once t:he's‘e' r‘ezlation-’sh_ips‘v’v:‘e':fre:’:é"s\t’ab..l"fitshed *'.‘:the‘:f_;'L‘rs't'-_.:"f."
‘”fquery“was created that addressed the dlagn051s table

lefThlS query selected only the Ax1s I d1agnos1s that were :

- i : 2 4




priméfy not éécondary;' The‘felationship for this qﬁery
was ﬁhen'added€to the relatiohshipévfor the tables.

’Thé second quéry was tﬁen éﬁle to puil'the table.df
-patiéntfidehtificatioh, the.table Of.inéidents ana‘the
query for diagnosis.intO'one datasét.  This ¢omplete query
dataset'then pulled ohly PC 1370 patiehts. When thiS>l
query:was run, there Were'3379 casess(N¥3379$,;which was a
reduétion f;om avtotal»ofv7887 individual incidents.

- This Coﬁbined datéset extractéd from‘the database waé“
.then‘exportedlﬁo ExcelTM as-a-spréadsheet; This
spreadsheet was then'lbaded ‘ir.ltoHSPS‘STM for statistical
analysis. | |

A possibie probiém’in this dataset is‘that the
Spécial Iﬁdident,Reports.databaée and, therefore,
subséquent dataéet was subject to error:baséd bn'
interprefations made by’the daté'proceséor when’inputting
frqm a‘writtenﬁreport. Another could be‘fhat hqt all of"
the writtenvreports‘made‘it‘to;the data input process. It
iS also suggested that not all'of‘the.incidents wére.even
reportedrx‘Lion,‘Sﬁyder and Merrill (1981) fOund,a
‘substantiai underfiepOEting of Vinentfincidents in é
’state.hésbital where only twénty peréent»of the incidents

that were identified from daily ward reports were actually
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Subjects at Patton, the Committee and the Protection of




Mental Health in Séciamento;‘Califofnia and California-
'State'University'siInstitutional Review Boerd‘for,use ef
human perticipents”in research, brier to the extrapolafion
of deta. Adherenee to the7recommendatiens and
restrictions of these beards_has been‘unanering.

Any and all patient(bstaff or visitor identifying
“variables such asiname,rdate ef‘birth, social eecurity
number;vhospital idenfification numbers, etcetera, will be
eliminated in‘the extraction of data by a third party
unassociated wifh thie"project prior to statistical
operétidn by thevauthore. Due to this procedufe, the
project éualified for exempfbstatus when reviewed by the
Institutional ReView Board at California State University,
San Bernardino and the Long Term Care Services for the

vDepartmeht of Mental Health in Sacramento, California.

27



AVRESULTS

“Tfiﬂhegdatasets were comblned and entered 1nto SPSSf,{f;JT

e”;fuit was observed that there were 3379 cases 1n the dataset.;;_;f,“~

W 3379) :Of these 3379 cases, 1251 or 37 Werezfemalesf~¢}f§ffs

“3iand 2128 or 63° were malxi fThls was remarkable 1n that

‘#dythe‘average percentage?o‘_t'e PC 1370 populatlon out31de R

lithe dataset durlng thls:tlme was 93 mal_;

‘It appeared that the percentage of females 1nvolved

‘ﬁlnwreportable offenses was greater than the percentage ofef“

':f?mal"s 1nvolved 1n reportabl_ offenses when tfe total

:ﬂffpopulatlon of the PC 1370 patlents is. cons1dered A chl—f;ﬂhir e

hfdksquare was admlnlstered to determlnfhdfgoodness of flt

*Q?:The test determlnedfthe follow1ng notewo thhjsignfficancegj:;;

Chl square value. ;Significance;ffw

'7foherefore, females dld“appear to have been 1nvolved

'”};comblned'to 1nd1cate oneﬁof_three categorles




AOf the 2128

| other, act to self aﬁd*:._ag‘cfti on staff

"V}reportable”acts that men were 1nvolvef_”

667 cases or

";iél 3 of the to malellnc1dents were perpetrated on

:iﬂothers, 827 cases or 38 9 1nvolved acts agalnst

fthemselves and 634:cases or’ 29 8 Werewcommitted.against‘ifr”t“’:'

hy"staff members Of the 1251 reported cases that women wereéf

hlnvolved 1n, 296 cases or 23 6 of the total female

"hylnc1dences were‘perpetrated on others, 691 cases or 55 4°

azplnvolved acts agalnst themselves and 264 cases or 216 were-;’

f.¢omm1tted/aga1nst staff members<'
It appears that whlle there may be more 1nc1dents

yﬂi:reported that 1nvolve women, these reported 1nc1dents

'”fhappeared to be more. often agalnst themselves rather than

’Tfagalnst peers or staf _In testlng thlS hypothes1s,:a3f;i'
;1n*second Chl square revealed the follow1ng

Chl square value :DyFﬁlffﬁﬁ,_ ;;,Signifieanaé”;,~*

85, 72 p<ol001

’ Thls.varlable, type of 1n01dent 1nd1cates that theiu

]percentage=o emales demonstrated on' e:1nc1dentfreports;f”

'fﬁi;alone 1s notfsufflclent enoufhﬂto state they have a

éffgreater propens1ty for _1olence 1n the forens1c 1npat1ent 7}'

‘ffonvlronment Other varlable/must be taken 1nto

‘j;iconsideratlon;:wHereflt Couldfbe:suggestedﬁthat,wOmen‘aré'fb




. realized act of vielence.

A simple central tendency

 assessment: should aga: reVéalfthat7womenﬂare?L“J49*"“

"fhan‘the men on these reports i?fft”"‘

fofShouldjwomen provehyounger overalh

,thls»could‘expound~asv'

‘ﬁfi“to why women a'e ‘o grossly over represented on 1nc“dent

HoWever, an'examlnatlon reveals that t

“5ﬁﬂmhenVlronment°llke that found in’ a forens1c 1np tlent_,]




. Socialization is a process "

ially but would develop over a

‘time. Data like thi

1 a traumatic institutions

1 difficulties

gradual declin

L ll’lthls varlab]_e e

h%?;ength Of?timé§L§incéf?dmittan9¢”fOr?feméiésj

ndicates th “idents, for the length of

‘ {Thé§Qﬁplo£tf ines"



~appear to indiCate’nearly identical patterns for:males and
females.. Male violent incidents are.higher early, but
women do_ not appear to increase as predicted

Figure 1 Incident.Report’Numbers by Years Admitted

Incudent Report Numbers by Years I
- Admltted |
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- Y - ¥y v «

Number of Years as Inpatient

A similat.finding;oeeurs in the examination_ef‘
iecation.ef.the teported'incidents in respeCt to gender.
The three.tep nodes of location for males from greatest to
least were hallWays (19.8% of_reported incidents), ‘the day
hall (17,5% of reported‘ineidents) and home unit.areas

(13.2% of the reported incidents). ,The'three'top modes of
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location forjfemales from greatest'to‘léastvwere‘hOme unit

areas (19.6% of the reported incidents), hallways (17.1%

'Qf repOrted incidenfs)'andwthe day hall (1é.5% of reported
FAinCidents),.‘TheSe.fesuité'deménstratevthat both-males'and
femélés appeér:tbucommit thése violeﬁt acté in social
Settings‘aS opp§sed,té_pomﬁittihg these écts alénef
COmparingltiﬁévana génder'révealslﬁijintereéﬁing
fadtqfs when viewed'graéhically (FigﬁréZZ);'_Thé ﬁhrée
peeks OéCUrring at the 1000, 1400vand‘ZOQO;hQﬁrs:¢Orrelate

Figure 2. Frequency of‘Ihcidences and Time

Frequency of Incidents and Time

Frequency

S S
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AT S Y 60 0 g

"Time

’té_the medication timeé and it appearsvthat females and

males have somewhat dissimilar traits in regards to time.
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7med1catlon levels experlenced prlor to flrst medlcatlon

,egﬂf In examlnlng the varlables of ethn1c1ty and gender,v@f_‘y

.;N'ilt appears thatfthe male Patlents have an expectable

o | -FEMALES | MALES
_ |[FREQUENCY PERCENT‘FREQUENCY PERCENT,.
16, 738 ‘5,34
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15 0.
- 7100 33.
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»Making theﬂassumbtiéﬁethaffbé-gHmale and female

'and'Erequency”and’Percent_of-Violéh¢e~ S



inpafieﬁts repfesent thé'commﬁnityvéquélly; thedata o
poésibly‘deﬁonstrates #hét ﬁinéfitYifeﬁalé dfféndéfssare
being-placed‘ihvthevp?isoﬁ commuhitiéwﬁiie_ﬁajbrity'female
offendersvare‘béing view asvmentéilfvill; 'Thi§ wQuld  : 
further suppoit.avprocessvweﬁe those furthest from,the‘

' sécial norms arerviéwed as psyéhofic aé.épposéd td'those 

who‘are truly diagnosable under Axis I of thevDSM—IV.
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:DISCUSSION

,‘The authofs‘aCknéWledge’twbinésible impediments in
the acéuracy of theforiginal aataéeﬁs used.in ﬁhisigtudy,
First; the three dataSets that contributed to_tﬁe 
completedvdatabase where created ex poétjfactb from a
,papéf fracking system;l‘ThéSe dataséts required eXfénsi§e~:
'manual.iﬁput, which—hisforiéélly»hés led £b hﬁﬁan error.

, Sécénd,‘the CompletiQn of‘thé,Special Incident
ﬁeports‘hés been the»responsibility‘of the staff members
invoived or the Stéff>who”first—hand witnessed the
inéident. Oftén ﬁhe additional ménfhoﬁrs that suéh
incideﬁté create effect~the,compl¢tidn Qf such reports.

In either case, it is fair to assume that withva
databése of this size, err§rs éucﬁ as thesé will most
"likely nbt affect thé outcomes to any critical degrée.
Further studies may want fo calculate the degree of error
in this type'of repofting.

Although the author$’ hypothesis_that‘gender‘will not
-piayvafsighificant role in the prediction of violencé‘
appeérs to Be ﬁnsubstantiated, fﬁture studies in‘gender
.andviolence‘appear to be‘Wafrantedf ‘This research w;s
able to demohstrate that women aré diéproportiohately

represented in the Special Incident Reports; However, it
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”»c_;‘forensicimentalli"'

One area to be’ further examlned as offered 1n thlsv;]gf7

w"f‘?stndy,could be;related to the phenomena that women have
'Lf;proven“to.he sldnlffeantly more llkelylthan men to commlt
iiffselfalnflloted‘lnjurles or‘mntrlatlnd aets,“whlle”mennhave‘ﬁf~11»
a hlgherpercentageOfVlolent aCtStowards Others
* likely to commit these acts with theuse of weapons. The
'ylf;nsevof a\weapon often requlres’the flllng ofua Spe01al‘“
‘-;ufﬁ;lﬁcident\réportA By womenﬂnot u81ng>weapons‘the actsb

tﬂVemaybe v1ewed as mutual confrontatlon and be dlsmlssed

blyf-Agaln;flt«could*benthatwthefsocretal.consenSHs,OfN‘Jl

“7lywomen belng less v1olent by nature/nurture then men
ffsuggests that they are also less llkely to commlt v1olentﬁ,5t L

'gcrlmlnal acts toward others Therefore,_further studleslfﬂtl'”'

w'may want to 1dent1fy the oplnlons of staff 1n regardsvtovdwrv””'

fhfriithe reportlng ofﬁfemale v1olence

;'Thegaforementloned‘type of 1deology could eaval_vbe o

;biflexpressed 1n the judlClal system It 1s here that

ﬁ';]udlClal off1c1als‘m‘gh, assume that the v1olent actlons ;},,,;v“

‘t[f,‘of women are related to. mental 1llness rather than that of L'd

a crlmlnallty E Such_oplnlonslwould more frequently lead




‘V‘aSSessment :f‘ﬁ,fivﬁr“'

1".I’v'uncertalntyvthe authors’ hypothe51s that gender 1s not an'}y‘

*'f&adequateypredlctor of v1olence,~two 1mportant dlscoverles}

_fFlrst gender and v1olence is” worthy of

W’ﬁ[réSéarthUntOmltself rather than a secondary flndlng 1n;7‘

'v*rﬁthe study of v1olence 1n a non homogeneous group 'And,j

ﬁiisecond the dynamlcs of v1olence predlctlon w1th1n a

‘"fffforen31c psychlatrlc hospltal may yleld con81derable

f:‘lns1ght 1nto how we as a soc1ety ylew gender It 1s hopedh?
';Jithat future researchrw1ll-be able to unravel the-

niheoﬁb;h;tiaﬁvor blopsychosocmal predrctors respon81ble forih‘
'Tisthrs.phenomenadof.gender'and v1olence rather than allow1ngh{€ii

| indiscriminate empiricism to define ;obser_ve.d behaviors. R

In summary,‘thls study may not have proved b1yond e
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