
Echoing Aristotle,rhetorician Quintilian,noted that"everything which art has
 

broughtto perfection originated in nature." Furthennore,Quintilian asserted that an
 

"appeal to the emotions is necessary in all three kinds oforatory(ethos,pathos,and
 

logical proof),including the deliberative,for the audience mustbe worked on in political
 

no less than in legal debates. Emotional appeal should be used in every part ofthe
 

speech."^
 

Emerson,as seen in "Self-Reiian.ce," shared this vision ofappeals with Quintilian.
 

"Quintilian believe[d] thatthe orator must appeal'to the visual sense,'for his orator
 

should'generate'the emotions he wishesto prevail...by using'visions.'"^ Another noted
 

rhetorician,Hugh Blair, asserted:
 

Nokind oflanguage is so generally understood,and so powerfully felt, as
 
the native language ofworthy and virtuous feelings. He only,therefore,
 
who possesses these full^d strong,can speak properly,and in its own
 
language,to the heart. On all great subjects and occasions,there is a
 
dignity,there is an energy in noble sentiments,which is overcoming and
 
irresistible. They give an ardor and aflame to one's discourse,which
 
seldom fails to kindle alike flame in those who hear.
 

It is the individual,Emerson believed,who possesses these emotions,and utilizes these
 

visions,who will be able to evoke desired feelings in another. Emerson always claimed
 

to be athome with his audience. His discourse indicated that,even though he and his
 

audience had differentthoughts,he was able to bridge the distance between the speaker
 

and the hearersthrough his rhetorical style,a style which Used wordsthemselves as the
 

means ofbridging that distance.' For Emerson,rhetoric meantto influence his audience
 

in such a way asto change their way ofseeing the world and to move his audience to look
 

within themselves and to discover new insights.
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revolviiag barrel... must play." Butit is not until''subjectiveness,''however,that
 

Emerson"gracefully leads the essay to a'balanced voice'the'threadson theloom of
 

time...the lords oflife'.... With its echoes ofboth the beginning ofthe essay and its
 

end,the essay indicates Emerson'sfealization thatthe rnoods of'Illusion,'
 

'Temperament,'and the rest are not sequential lessons to be learned andovercome but are
 

'lords'to be named,ackhpwledged,and accepted."'^ Theeffectofthis,forEmerson's
 

audience,is that we realize that noteverything can be overcome or mustbe overcome;
 

some things need to be accepted before wecan moveon.
 

"Elxperience,"suggests how Emerson has created hisownsense ofSelffrom one
 

ofhelplessness,afrer his Son's death(fhough Waldo's death is denied in 'illusibhS'),to
 

one ofacceptance and a source ofhelp"in subsequent sections ofthe essay. The
 

"temperament"sectioh,focuses onthe failure ofanalogy:this''Temperamentisa power,''
 

Emerson writes,"which no man willingly hears any one praise but himSelT"''' Emerson's
 

analogy technique challenges privacy and the notion ofthe will which supports it. Much
 

later in the essay,he retumsto analogy,as he presents how someone might believe in
 

other minds without"analogically"doubting his own. Forexample,in"subjectiveness,"
 

he asserts:
 

Use whatlanguage we will,wecan never
 
see anything but whatwe are;Hermes,Cadmus,
 
Columbus,Newton,Bonaparte,are the mind's
 
ministers. Instead offeeling poverty when we
 
encounter a great man,let us treatthe new-comer
 

like atraveling geologist,who passesthrough
 
our estate,and shows us good slate,or limestone,
 
or anthracite,in our brush pasture. The partial
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action ofeach strong mind in one direction,is a
 
telescope for the objects on which it is pointed.^'
 

Other niirids^e"ministers,"or foundations to the individual's mind. Like a"geologist"
 

those mindscome into our lives and help to shape the surface ofour experiences,in ihahy
 

differentforms. Butwhile we are affected partially,by others,and we may use their
 

language,we Still cannotdeny who we are; Who we are,Errierson asserts,remainsa
 

constant reality.
 

In section three,"succession,''Enierson sIxeSses the importaiice ofyariatipn; "Our
 

love ofthe real,"Emerson says,"draws usto pernianencejbut health ofbody conrists in
 

circulatipn,and sanity ofmind in variety or facility ofassociation. Weneed change of
 

objects. Dedicationto onethought is quickly odious."^^ He cautions against stagnation—
 

limitation—Stressing thafthrough change,through acomiection betweenthoughts,
 

feelings,andideas,ah^even the mindsofothers,we can^pW. In isplatipn,Emerson's
 

study ofMontaigne,Shakespeare,Putarch,Plotinus,Bacon,Gpethe,and Bettine would
 

not be enough. Heseeks to go beyond pne mind,one genius to another,considering
 

collective thoughts—changing poiritsofview—rriuch as hedoes in the present essay.
 

Thought,limited toone beliPh Emerson Says,Timits us—change brings
 

knowledge. A Succession ofPbjectS,thpughts,expeiriehces,leads to a morerounded self-


identity. He comparestnan to alabrador spar,in this passage,"whichhasno lustre as
 

you turn it in your handjuntil you cometoa particular angle;then it shows deep and
 

beautiful colors.... Each has his special talent."-^ Taken as a whole,we may miss
 

special talents in man,butwhen looked carefhlly upon as ahindividual,uniqueness will
 



berevealed.
 

Following"succession,""surface,"recognizes thatin life there are many exteriors
 

to reality. Emerson uses his rhetorical device ofanalogy again here:"I compared notes
 

with one ofmy friends who expects everything ofthe miverse,and is disappointed when
 

anything is less than the best,and I found thatI begin atthe other extreme,expecting
 

nothing and am always frill ofthanks for moderate goods."^" He asserts that many ofus
 

are not satisfied,and look to surface things(material or exterior things)for pleasure. He
 

describes life as"a bubble and a skepticism." Weseek our o-wrl private dreams,whether
 

cloaked in non reality or not,often skeptical ofothers,and that it is power and form in
 

life which will bring sweetness or soundness to us. But,he cautions,even power and
 

form in excess can be a danger.
 

The true power and reality for Emerson resides in the Eternal and in evolution:
 

I have set my hearton honesty in this chapter,ahd
 
I can see nothing at last,in successorfailure,than
 
more or less ofvital force supplied from the Eternal
 
.... The miracle oflife which will not be expounded
 
[from the Eternal],but will remain a miracle,introduces
 
a new element. In the growth ofthe embryo,Sir Edward,
 
Ithink,noticed thatthe evolution was notfrom one
 
central point,but coactive from three or more points.^'
 

The"three or more points"ofevolution can also be related to the evolution ofexperience
 

from one aspect,"Lord ofLife,"to the next,constantly expanding and reshaping.
 

"Surprise"expands thisimage ofevolution to include a new picture:
 

No man ever came to an experience which was satiating,
 
but his good is tidings ofa better. Onward and onward!
 
In liberated moments,we know that a new picture oflife
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and duty is already possible;the elements already exist
 
in many minds aroimd you,ofa doctrine oflife which
 
shall transcend any written record we have?®
 

iEmerson believed that man can take an experience and improve it through his goodness.
 

There are always more"pictures"and possibilities ahead. Emerson tells his audience that
 

we can formulate a new"doctrine oflife" better than the one which already exists.
 

Through this doctrine,a"new statement" will help usto go beyond"unbeliefs"to a"new
 

philosophy"which makesaffirmations outside oflimitation,while maintaining"the
 

oldest beliefs"in life.
 

In the "reality"section ofthe essay,Emerson asserts to his reader;"Any invasion
 

ofits "life's"unity would be chaos."^^ The"subjectiveness"section turns this chaosto
 

despair. Subjectiveness examinestwoformsofskepticism:idealism and noble doubt. To
 

examine our experiences is to assume a"unitary consciousness—between spiritand
 

experience,Emerson asserts. To examine our experiences is also to assumea unitary
 

consciousness underwriting that experience;and the same philosophical move that proves
 

we necessarily existforces usto look behind the existence,even behind that experiencing
 

"we,"to the self-validating"I"ofsubjectiveness.^® The self-validating individual cto
 

look"directly and forthright,"Emerson asserted. Ifwe are not able to do so,we will be
 

swayed by frivolities—the needs and wantsofother people—and notsee ourown needs.
 

Attention to whatwe wish to see or experience will help usto avoid these frivolities of
 

others. In effect,these lasttwo sections of"Experience"move Emerson's audience to a
 

realistic level,beyond material,to the true nature ofexperience.
 

In short,it is the succession ofvoices present in each section ofthe essay which
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