Echoing Aristotle, rhetorician Quintilian, noted that "everything which art has
brought to perfection originated in nature." Furthermore, Quintilian assertedb that an
"appeal to the embtibns is necessary in all three kinds of oratory (ethos, pathos, and
iogicai proof), including the deliberative, for the audience must be worked on in political
no less than in légal debates. Emotional appeal should bé used in évery part of the

speech. "

Emerson, as seen ih "Self-Reliance," shared this vision of appeals with Quintilian.
"Quintilian believe[d] that the orator must appeal 'to the Visuél sense,’ for his orator |
should 'generate’ the emotions he wishes to prevail . . . by using 'visions,"" Another noted
rhetorician, Hugh Blair, asserted: |

No kind of language is so generally understood, and so powerfully felt, as
the native language of worthy and virtuous feelings. He only, therefore,

~ who possesses these full and strong, can speak properly, and in its own
language, to the heart. On all great subjects and occasions, there is a
dignity, there is an energy in noble sentiments, which is overcoming and
irresistible. They give an ardor and a flame to one's discourse, which
seldom fails to kindle a like flame in those who hear.” ‘

It is the individual, Emerson believed, who possesses these emotions, and utilizes these
visions, who will be able to evoke desired feelings in another. Emerson always claimed
to be at home with his audience. His discourse indicated that, even though he and his
audience had different thoughts, helwas able to bridge the distance between the speaker
and the hearers through his rhetorical style, a style which used words themselves as the
means of bridging that distance.® For Emerson, rhetoric meant to influence his audience
in such a way as to change their way of seeing the world and to move his audience to look

within themselves and to discover new insights.
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be revealed.

Following “succession,” “surface,” recognizes that in life there are many exteriors
to reality.  Emerson uses his rhetorical device of aﬁalogy again here: “I compared notes
with one of my friends who expects everything of the universe, and is disappointed when
anything is less than the best, and I found that I bégin,at the other extreme, expecting -
nothing and am always full of thanks for moderate goods.” He asserts that many of us
are not satisfied, and look to surface things (mateﬁal or exterior things) for pleasure. He
describes life as “a bubble and a skepticism.” We seek our own private dreams, whether
cloaked in non reality or not, often skeptical of others, and that it is power and form in
life which will bring sweetness or soundness to us. But, he cautions, even power and
form in excess can be a dariger. '

The true power and reality for Emerson resides in the Eternal and in evolution:
I have set my heart on honesty in this chapter, and
I can see nothing at last, in success or failure, than
more or less of vital force supplied from the Eternal
- .... The miracle of life which will not be expounded
[from the Eternal], but will remain a miracle, introduces
anew element. In the growth of the embryo, Sir Edward,
I think, noticed that the evolution was not from one
~ central point, but coactive from three or more points.?
The “three or more points” of evolution can also be related to the evolution of experience
from one aspect, “Lord of Life,” to the next, constantly expanding and réshap_ing. :
“Surprise” expands this image of evolution to include a new picture: ’
No man ever came to an experience which was satiating.

but his good is tidings of a better. Onward and onward! v
In liberated moments, we know that a new picture of life '
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