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There seems to be common agreement among practltloners

'fand researchers 1n Crlmlnal Justlce that youth Who are abused"laie ’

b*i;often become partlclpa tsvln the juvenlle justlce system.rfﬂhv”'"‘nm

z’jThe current 11terature ~1nds con31derable ev1dence to supportﬂfja'”'

ﬂthls p051t10n._ﬁHowever,'some questlons concernlng the_ *

5}relatlonsh1p between Chlld abuse and juvenlle dellnquency

“""rremaln'" Spe"lflcallyr‘how dlrect, or caus; 1'_: 1s the lJ.nk ERS

ud;‘between the two’A Are glrls affected by the'events 5
u‘“fgdlfferently from boys° Are dlfferent groups Of YOUth such
l‘_as Hlspanlc females, unlquely affected? LB

- There is® a smaller body of work focu51ng on glrls’

iﬁexperlences, and thlS research seems to 1nd1cate there may be”af*

:ﬁfsome ex1stent gender varlatlons.y Further, Latlna glrls may

”fexhlblt spe01f1call"ncultural responses{

o'abuse and 1ts'

' consequences.} However, the pau01ty of cur"'*“ ,
";fdoes not allow for deflnltlve generallzatlons, but 1nstead RN

v:efvbegs further exploratlon.ﬁff




"';;>1996.,
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CHILD ABUSE AND JUVENILE DELINQUENCY

- Introductlon

1:The llnk between Chlld abuse and behav1ors resultlng 1n ;’{1

' fjjuvenile dellnquency 1s one that has been examlned ln'

| Eresearch and generated much 1nterest among both soc1ology and
‘~crimfnal justlce.f Much of the recent study now comes from R
7,juveni1e 1nst1tutlons of elther therapeutlc or custodlal
desidn;5sAnd whlle the llterature does support the theory
'ﬂthat_relatlonshlps ex1st between Chlld abuse and - juvenlle
:,delinquencﬁ,’there‘stlll are unresolved 1ssues regardlng such
frelatlonshlps that remaln open to research.v For example, how ~
Epdlrect, or causal 1s the connectlon? Do girls respond '_
ﬁhfdlfferently to the experlences from boys°; Do Latlna glrls :EE:l
'_pexhlblt responses whlch may be 1dent1f1ed as unlquely
‘cultura1° o ,k, o 'v““ | B |
These questlons can be explored to examlne the. causa1>
. .,llnkages between abuse and juvenlle dellnquency.d Several_.pf:
tareas of thlS problem, such as how dlrect are ‘the -

connectlons, what factors are the most s1gn1f1cant, and do [y

f{abuse experlences result 1n dlfferent gender—based responses,7.v

_Vcan be examlned. Of partlcular 1nterest are the research

,flndlngs 1n these areas for females.f? . S
: Some tentatlve conclu51ons may be drawn about the jf'
”relatlonshlps between abuse and dellnquency and the need for :

'further research»on thlS toplc.f Much of the llteratureffu

p01nts to the powerful role of the famlly 1n these events.
'The dysfunctlonal famlly context may often lead to Chlld and |

‘pvsexual abuse, Wthh has a correlatlve effect on later acts ofl



| ]uvenlle dellnquency and crlmlnal behav1or.s (Benard 1991°g17f*77~'“

’Chesney-Llnd & Sheldon, 1992 Flnkelhor, 1979 Hunner &
'V;‘Walker, 1981; J051, 1996 Sandberg, 1989 Sechrest & Jos1,- .
1996b) e R RN

Statement of the Problem X

Some of the dlfflCultleS of establlsh ng'such a

relatlonshlp may come from dlfferlng researc umethodologlesf_:*l

~and varylng deflnltlons of ‘the tef" . Huston and Parra e

‘l(1995) 01te several examples of stu:le nevoifperhaps toof;{f"

‘small a number of subjects to be useful thlle notlng the

‘(1‘1ncrease of reported Chlld abuse (p. 166) Kercher and

LchShane (1984) belleve that research on' Chlld sexual abuse‘mhhb
’thas focused on 1n01dence to the neglect of the prevalence of !
bfthe problem._ They also belleve comparlson of ”unllke samples
drawn from varied settlngs” does not allow for any great 1,'“

'[accuracy (p. 496) : However, an examlnatlon of some recent

_studles regardlng Chlld abuse (Flnkelhor, 1979 Huston & .mff;ji'i,

-Parra, 1995 Kellogg, 1995 Kercher & McShane, 1984- ‘
,Mennen, 1994 Sandberg, 1989 Sanders-Phllllps, 1995),,

"prov1des for the 1dent1flcatlon of a falrly recurrent ﬁ* IR

_sconstellatlon of behav1ors encompass1ng acts of verbal and s

'vfbphys1cal abuse, as well as neglect. As an example, Flnkelhor 5ﬂ-f‘"

"v:(1979) 1s spe01flc 1n llmltlng hlS deflnltlon to one of

l»:rv1ct1mlzatlon, and “refers to communlty standards about what

"’7_1s explortatlve';_;;. based on the age . of the Chlld and ;ﬁ'f.3fﬂr?_

':the .:; ._partner.\;”sy;é Thus our deflnltlon of
; v1ct1mlzatlon 1s based on age dlscrepancy" (p 52)

'{; Whlle the recent studles of Chlld abuse may 1dent1fy ,;{aﬁﬁ



some common behaviors, the definitions of juvenile
delinquency may encompass a somewhat broader range of
behaviors, from status offenses to major felonies. ~Shichor -

“and Kelly‘(1980)_report that the Uniform Crime Report

prOVides information'regarding Offenses for which juveniles
are arrested, ‘which include “crimes if committed by adults as
xwell as the’ juvenlle status offenses of running away and :
curfew v1olat10ns" (p. 80) Further, Vachss and Bakal (1979)
- state that although there was a “rough correlatlon‘between
dtyPe of'offense and'dispositional response, children tended
“to be 1nst1tut10nallzed for activities ranglng from truancy
':to homicide” (p. 2). These studies also seem to 1nd1cate a
bmuch‘wider»prevalence of 1nstances of,chlld abuse and
'juvenile de1inquency:than had‘been previously assumed.
Finkelhorf(1979)'report51inxhis study that “close to one-
© fifth of the:women'and~one-eleVenth of the men” had‘been;
-sexually vidtimized (p. 53) |

| Chesney—Llnd and Sheldon (1992) report “over one-thlrd
“of the female v1ct1ms of sexual abuse are teenagers" (p. 25).
Of the subjects studied, Chesney-Llnd noted that ”phy51cal
and/or sexual abuse marked the lives of most of these young
~women” (p.~36). vFurther,»”hlgh rates of physlcal and sexual,
abuse have been reported:. - . ranging from a low of 40
percent to a high of 73'percent”.(p. 90). Hunner and Walker
'(1981).state that "severalrvariables seem to be related to
.juvenile delinquency . o o Parental brutalityvor child }{%
‘abuse'was linked to bothiadolescentﬂhomiCide and violence”

(p- 133). Finally, Sandberg (1989) believes that “early



‘abuse can produceha variety of . }m5;50cia1¢déficits that:Seth/
in motion a pattern of behavior that:;eads‘tb delinquency”
(p. 68). : : e S
' And so,,desplte somewhat varylng deflnltlons of the
terms and dlfferent methods of study that have been
~conducted, most‘researchers seem tovbe in agreement that
child abuse~frequently’appears in the histery of juvenile)/

delinquents. Child abuse also is more common among this

group of youth than had previously,been_determined. As a
possible cause of delinquent behavior, child abuse now needs
to be examined further.d | |
Predictors of Delinquent Behavior " e
The Youth in Transition survey (Bachman, 1967 1971) may.
provide insight 1nto the examlnatlon of 1nstances of Juvenlle

1ol
dellnquency. In this study, a representatlve sample of hlgh Q%

[ —

sghgg&wyguth was questioned as to,thelr dellnquent behav1ors.
Bachman stated that “delinquent or disruptive |
behaviors . . . are admitted by aFCOnsiderable number

of . . . boys,” and‘thatythe'resulting,figureS'”are
surprisingly (and somewhat depressingly) high” (1970; p-
164). Further, both frequency of behavior and seriousness of
delinquency ”Showed_essentially the'same patterns” (1971, p.
93). Specifically, the strongest association was found
between “interpersonal aggression and_delinquent behavior”
(1971,p. 93). Bachman looked for background factors and
earlier‘posSible-predictorS'ofldelinquency. While not v
;directly identifying Child'abuse,‘Bachman_states.that “only

‘the family relations measure shows a meaningful association



th1th dellnquency"- that 1s,e”the better!a boy gets along w1th

7fghls fam11Y, the less dellnquency he reports” (1970' p. 165)

‘ééﬂf‘

&i@§ ﬂf[

Austln and Melster (1990) bulld dlrectly on Bachman s

u“.conclu51on 1n thelr rev1ew of recent recommendatlons for

"chlldren at rlsk.‘ These authors report that the Chlld

_AWelfare League of Amerlca urged the 101st Congress to bulld

ithrough a- broad range of supports (e g., preventlon and

‘v‘_lnterventlon)" (p. 43) G01ng even further w1th thlS j;'"

'hsuggestlon, the Comm1351on on: Work Famlly, and
Cltlzenshlp spec1flcally recommends requlrlng “fathers'

'partlclpatlon,..;:.»as part of the requlred parental

“sif,leglslatlon that would ”preserve and strengthen famllles ;-l"

obllgatlon"‘(p 45) o When looklng at “the p0951ble predlctors ‘

of juvenlle dellnquency, varlables other than Chlld abuse and:

'.j"neglect may be examlned in a search for relevant correlates,

‘,such as. dysfunctlonal famllles, poverty, poor school N ﬂ61>

et

e e et T T T T e e

i, e

(Benard 1991, p. 2) . ‘
| Parental Causatlon as a- Predlctlve Factor
Sheldon and Eleanor Glueck (1960) spe01flcally
':1dent1f1ed five parental factors used as. predlctors of
4~Juvenlle dellnquency°hw”dlSClpllne of boy by father- ”
superv1s1on of boy. by mother°-affectlon of: father for boy[ra
e'affectlon of mother for boy, cohe51veness of famlly" (p._'

‘233) These factors contrlbute to parental attentlon and

‘:1act1v1ty as measured by d1501p11ne and affectlon and thelr"fw

relatlon to. famlly cohe81veness.i Benard (1991) noted that 1np

splte of the presence of some or all of these factors,




identified by the Gluecks, these'conditions do not.‘ |
necessitate the onset'of,juvenile:delinquencY. While problem
behaviors may develop, “a greater percentage . . . became
healthy, competent young adults . . . in spite of severe
stress and adVersity"'(p. 2).}£§enard‘uses the term dﬁﬁff;@ﬁVm
resiliency to refer to those youth who do not later engage in
delinquent behaviors, and she considers these children‘te be
the ones who work well,-play‘weil, love well, and expecf well
(p-. 3)?} Found in these>reSilient children are the attfibutes
of “social competence, problemésolving skiils, autonomy, and
sense of purpose” (p. 5). |

With her identification of resiliency, Benard appeared
to be building directly on the work of Sheldon and Eleanor
Glueck (1962) who earlier determined that “32% of the 500
nondelinquents were also the sons of criminalistic fathere.
It is obvious, then, that anroversimplified association is
not adequate” (p.‘113). Z@pntinuing, the Gluecks believe that
among children, ”clustefS‘of social pressures . . . and/or j:W{yw&
the combined influence ofvinimical social
conditions . . . influence their delinquency potentiallj
(p. 113). However, these social factors “are perhaps the
most potent influences . . . to antisocial behavior” (p.v
129). L

Josi (1996) found earlier risk assessment projects that
stated behavioral factors of ”parental control and family
relationship history” result in ”the deterioration of pro-
social skills” (pp. 38, 39). And while none of these

correlates has been demonstrated to be directly causal, it is

apee

e

a,



often shown that clusters of these variables will appear when

one examines the background of juvenile delinquents. .Sheldon

and Eleanor'Glueck-(1960) reported that ”however crude or

subtle are theb‘causal' influences, the fewer.the pressures

toward ant1s001al behav1or, the lower the chances of 1ts
occurring” (p 121) As ”these factors of family life

are . . 1nterrelated" then examlnatlon would help to reveal

. the ”Varlous patterns and mechanlsms which make .

for’;l;‘, famlly dlSlntegratlon" (p. 121) In fact Hunner

and Walker (1981) go so far as to assert that ”the prlmary

cause of ‘the troubled child syndrome . . . is EiE?ntitt with Vo lves
ZZlack of approprlate values, attltudes and dlSClpllne" to be |

the “primary subfactor in parental causation” (p- 237).

~Josi (1996) concluded that ”1nteractment of famlly life &rmgpses;

- is the greatest predlctor of adolescent dellnquency" (p. 49).
Supportlngwthese statements may be the work of Miccio-Fonseca
(1996) in her work with sexual abuse victims and their
families. She determined that»violence_preSents a genuine
threat to these individuals, with “beating someone within the

family . . . the most frequently reported” (pp. 77, 78).

There:was a ”significant findingkof lethal violence” within e?%{@%ﬁ@%
these families, so the “the level of personal safety of the
individual and family members mnst‘bevconsidered" (p- 79).

Clearly, parental causation may be a definite risk factor

here for abuse, and those victims show a,significant ”history

‘of law enforcement involvement" with experiences in a

“yariety of institutions,.SUCh:as jails} juvenile halls and

psychiatric hospitals” (p. 80).



Regarding diScipline in particular as a factor in
parental causation, Sheldon and Eleanor Glueck (1962) believe
almost all delinquents have experienced poor disc1plinary
practices"z and ug relationship ‘does exist between erratic
dlSClpllne .:,'. and delinquency-related traits" (p. 135).
PhYSlcal punishment was also discovered to have a
”proportionally greater" impact on delinquency among boys
(p-.. 135) Further, JOSl (1996) reported ‘that “such familial

1%
practices as verbal and thSical abuse" and ”parental quéV

Viol@rrte,

Violence" become ”1earned behaVior that the juvenile
considers an appropriate response" (P 50) |
Parental causation may well include the broadest range
of variables directly resultlng in delinquent behaViors. of
these variables, the one of speCific‘concern is that of child
‘abuse and neglect. Child abuSe,appears frequently in the
wbackground'of juVenile delinquents, Whetherhor not the
historj of the events has been determined to be causal in
nature or not- (Chesney-Lind & Sheldon, 1992;.Hunner &
Walker,_Eds;; 1981; Sandbergi 1989). Giving support'touthis
iposition in their-research,'William andeoan McCord (1959) ;Egﬁﬁ
reported-that “the pattern is consistent: if both parents Corsant S
were deviant or neither was loving, high criminality
ggggiggg;wxp. 115). The authors postulate that ”whenmany‘two
‘of‘these negativeifactors (deviant model or ahsence of love)
are present” the results are ”greatly increased criminogenic
tendencies" (p. 115). 'Regarding discipline, it is
encouraging that:”consiStent discipline generaliy negateS'the

influence of deviant models” (p. 116). Hunner and Walker



(1981) noted that ?child abuse and juvenile
delinquency . . . have several associated Variables in
vcommon," and the authors point spec1fically to ”severe
parental dlSClpllne, Chlld abuse, and marital discord" as
'produ01ng a’ ”high aggreSSion level" among delinquent youth
(p. 140). Spe01fically among women, Neumann, Houskamp,v,
Pollack and Briere (1996) have reported that the “familial
context of child abuse is 1mportant " and may be ”more '
:harmful" than acts of abuse perpetrated by adults outSide the
immediate family (p. 12) "

o Findings of Earlier Studies .

While earlier studies examining child abuse did'not’
'always examine any relationships between the acts of abuse
and later patterns of delinquent behavior, these studies did
contribute to the field by finding a much Wider_prevalence of
child abuse than‘wasfpreviously‘assumed;nginkelorv(1979)»forf'
example,.in'hisvsurveyed population.of college-age students
in New England, had enough evidenCe of instances of child
abuse to recommend ”a'search for atfleast a rough estimate of
.thentrue prevalence of sexual Victimization” (p. 53). Also,
as indicativeiof the perhaps someWhat curious patterns of
instances of’child abuse, finkelhorediSCOVered a preuiously
',unidentified distributionvof child abuse among Irish male
youth. ”Boys from Irish—American backgrounds reported an
unusually large numbers of experiences of sexual abuse” and
were “almost three times as likely3to_have had a childhood |
‘experience” as boys from:different‘ethnic backgrounds in his

'study (p. 114). Further, while admitting this finding was



"'jprevalence of Chlld sexual abuse among

L freported sexual abuse as chlldren,i”fema:

More recently, Kercher and McShane”(1984) 1ndlcated somefp ﬁupﬂ~'

:Wbroad sample of

nffadults 1n Texas.v Of the 79 respondent‘ to‘thelr survey who

Hlspanlcs and

‘ whltes were most often represented ask

’;_estlmated rate of Chlld sex abuse as reported by these

‘=v1ct1ms showed a v1ct1mlzatlon rate per 100 of 9 8 for whlte f

'hfvfemales,blo 4 for black females, and 21 7 for Hlspanlc

rfemales (p.3498) The total number of female respondents

1ct1ms"'(p._498) g Thefii'

lreportlng abuse was 65- of thlS number 12 of the 55 Hlspanlc';f-?

,females part1c1pat1ng 1n the survey reported Chlld sex abuse ‘fb‘r

1(p. 498) Whlle these flgures seem ”dlsproportlonally large ﬂfl"

'!for females, the breakdown of v1ct1ms by race/ethn1c1ty ‘
‘,fparalleled that of the Texas census"-(p. 498) Based on thlS‘
ylnformatlon, the authors are able to formulate a progected
]Vnumber of adult v1ct1ms of Chlld abuse 1n the Texas 1ﬂ

zpopulatlon. For those groups reportlng Chlld abuse most v
N often 1n thelr past, Kercher and McShane progect 405 986‘

'“iwhlte female adult v1ct1ms 1n the Texas populatlon based on a,

:mVjv1ct1mlzatlon rate per 100 and the 1980 Texas census flgures

'f(p 499) For Hlspanlc females, the prOJected number of

: adult v1ct1ms 1n the Texas populatlon 1s 194 641 and for

”pblack females the prOJected number is- 61 220 (p. 499) The 4

kybauthors conclude that these flndlngs "prOV1de a much needed

ftlcorrectlve 1n the dlrectlon of greater representatlveness"l?*




w(P.;SOO) The totals reported from both Flnkelhor s work and;?,“

'.Kercher and McShane s study are found in Table 1.. From thesef,vﬁ__

flgures it 1s not dlfflcult to understand some researchers'i

f‘ bellefs that Chlld abuse has been a ‘more w1despread

bloccurrence among females than had been prev1ously reported."
f- These flndlngs also may support the hypothe31s that child e
abuse appears frequently in the hlstory of juvenlle S
dellnquents, partlcularly dellnquent glrls.l ',
o Llnklng Chlld Abuse and Juvenlle Dellnquencyu
_ Closer examlnatlon of Chlld abuse as a llnklng varlable,_

- in the cluster of behav1ors concomltant w1th juvenlle i
‘dellnquency seems to demonstrate some. frequency between the
two experlences. A study of partlcular relevance may be that
_of Sandberg’s (1989) when he examlned the work of the Mayor syf
~ Task Force on Chlld Abuse and Neglect in New York Clty., Thlsy
study conducted in the 1970 'S found that “as many as 50> v y
‘percent of the famllles reported for Chlld abuse ‘and neglect
bl had at 1east one ch11d~who was later‘taken to~court" (p.‘f'"
. 109) Sandberg believes the report demonstrates that “a
51gn1f1cant percentage of abused and neglected children have
'llater 1nvolvement with the court” (p. 110) Sandberg also :
conducted qualltatlve research whlle at Odyssey House in New'
Hampshlre in the 1970’ s.‘ ThlS work 1s of some 1nterest o
because Sandberg 1s careful to explore many dlfferent
'dlmen51ons of the Chlld abuse—juvenlle dellnquency »
. connectlon. Sandberg speaks w1th counselors, psychlatrlsts,db
attorneys, researchers, and a former judge of the juvenlle ’f

'courts to assess thelr experlences. Conslstently, the



Table 1

Prevalence of Reported SeXual Abuse:
Comparison of Studies
‘Sex

Study n Male Female Combined
Finkelhor = 530 . 19.2%

(1979) ‘ 266 8.6% SR
Kercher & McShane © 79 3.0% 11.0%

T (1984) . T e T
a : ' .

Gilfus (1988)  NA 55.0%
Sandberg - 99 4.0%

(1989) 51 37.3%
American Correctional NA | 54.3%

a _

Assoc. (1990)

Criner & Young 100 . 27.0%

(1994)

a
Reported in Chesney-Lind (1992).
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conclusions appear to be the Same. As eXamples, from a
scounSelor:‘ ”I feel there is a clearcut connectlon between
:'the abuse and the girls’ dellnquency” (p. 43). A
psychlatrlst belleves that “it seems clear that abuse is
linked to juvenlle dellnquency and dellnquency to abuse,
.though neither is the sole cause of.the other” (p. 68).
‘Speaking directly to the guestion,»a researcher replies to
Sandburg, “the most 1mportant abuse—dellnquency research
questions lie in understandlng what 1nterrupts the llnk”
(p- 72).

Sandberg also included his‘empirical findings from .
odyssey House‘in‘the National‘Center'on Child Abuse and
4NegleCt_report on “The Role of Child Abuse in Delinquency and
Juvenile Court Decision—makingﬁ from 1983. Sandberg’s
findings are reported in:Table‘l..bin the group of youth
Sandberg studied, he found that 66'percent of the residents
had a history of child abuse, with physical abuse being the
most common (61 percent), followed at some}distance by sexual
" abuse (16‘percent) (p. 129). However, Sandberg's figures may
belie the observations he records in the,qualitative'sections
of his research, where more frequent.instances of child
sexual abuse seem to be reported. | |

There is some research of interest in this area reportedd
by Criner-and Young (1994) in their work examining child
’abusevamong'patients at Patton State Hospital‘in southern
California. Of a-sample'of.loo patients, 33 were reported to
have been abused, the abuse “evenly distributed among three

major types: physical, sexual and severe emotional” (p. 23).
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Of these 33 cases, 15% had suffered from both physical and
éexual abuse (p. 19). ThewfinQings‘are\summarized in Table
1. Criner and‘YOung'pelieve thereVis a ”sighifiqant

, felatibnship" between ”malt}éétment";andftéggression, t
delinquency-and~socialtwithdrawal”_(p. 5). Further, in
dealing withvédélesCént‘males Crinertand Youné‘(i9§4) ' 
identify a'"transmission procesé" between those youth who had
“experienced parental violence and behaved violently
themselves” (p. 5). Also in‘SOuthern California, Jamieson
and Mikels (1996), ldoking at‘sexualvabuse‘and its effects
report the “long-term impact of sexual abuse evidenced

by . « .« Sexual delinquénce, prostitution, and moleStation of
younger children” (p. 3). A particularly,discouraging
finding in Jamieson’s and Mikels’ research was that the “mean
age of onset of sexual abuse was 3.3 years” (p. 20).

Jamieson and Mikels believe that “child sexual abuse‘affects
~one’s ability to self—regulate behavior, affect, and mood”
(p- 5). Chesney-Lind (1992) in her work with delinquent
girls, notes two studies, each showing a rate of over 50% for
reported sexual abuse. Both Gilfus_(1988) and the Américan
Correctional Association (1990) indicate that sexual abuse
has occurred among the girls studied in the majority of
cases, as Shown'in Table 1.:- The reéo:ded instances of sexual
abuse among different studies as shown in Table 1 vary from
over half of the females reporting sexual abuse, to a low of
less than 20%. Despite the‘difficulty of locating comparable
data, Table 1 seems to demonstrate that more recent research

indicates a higher rate of abuse being reported.
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Girls and the Effects of Sexﬁal Abuse

While alljthis'research contains much valuable detail
concerning both sexes, it is also important to consider the
body of work that examines girls and the effects child abuse
may have had in terms of any connection with juvenile
delinquency. While a direct connection appears not to have
been studiéd, there are several efforts which have looked at
the later behavioral ahd emotional consequences of child
abuse on girls (Mennen, 1994; Mennen & Meadow, 1993; Sanders-
Phillips, 1995). Recent research (Neumann, Houskamp,
Pollock & Briere, 1996) has indicated a “particularly marked”
relationship in women between “revictimization and post-
traumatic stress responses” from those subjects who reported
a history of childhood sexual abuse (p. 13). while child
.abuse is not her direct focus, Chesney-Lind (1992) completed
some rather extensive work on female juvenile delinquents
which indicated that a broad range of abusive causal factors
may exist in the backgrounds of girl delinquents. Chesney-
Lind stated, “victimization (both sexual and physical) of
young women who find themselves in the juvenile justice
system is extensive” (p. 90). Her findings on a small
population of subjects are reported in Table 2. Further, “A
very large proportion (61.2 percent) had eXperienCed physical
abuse . . . nearly as many (54.3 percent) had undergone
sexual abuse” (p. 147).'

Adopting a feminist perspective, Chesney-Lind concluded
that “young women’s victimization and their response to it is

shaped by their status as young women,” and that as many as
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Table 2

Abuse Reported by Female Juveniles:
Comparison of Studies ‘

Type of Abuse

Study g ‘ Physical Sexual

Chesney-Lind 10° 8 6
(1992) ‘ '

. | b h

Ramirez & Vega 14 - 14
(1996)

Sandberg 51 32 : 19
(1989)

Sechrest & Josi 32° 15 12
(1996) '

a
Chesney-Lind reports each type of abuse separately.

b
Ramirez and Vega did not record physical abuse; all their

subjects reported sexual abuse.

Sechrest and Josi also report mental abuse, and have totaled each type
of abuse separately.
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'”three fourthS'of‘seXual‘abuSe victims‘areﬁfémaleS" (p.”Qlf-' |
k‘The conclus1on reached is that ”abuse was very much a part of f‘&‘
.the glrls' lives” (p. 179) Sandberg (1989) reports that of ff f.
”the 150 youth he examined ”the glrls experlenced ‘ ‘ B
51gn1flcantly more ;‘} . abuse traumas (2.4 avg ) than the
::boys (1. 7 avg )" (p 130) HlS work w1th glrls 1s shown 1n
vTablev2. Among adult women, Neumann, Houskamp, Pollock and

Briere (1996) make the broad assertlon:that ”across

methodologles, samples, and measures, Chlld sexual abuse is a ></
general rlsk factor” for’”later psychologlcal dlsturbance"'_f }
(p. 11) Earller, Sheldon and Eleanor Glueck (1960) 1n thelr {f?,d
’study on. predlctlve factors 1n dellnquency looked at the igp“;”h‘
_background of female offenders.“ These authors belleve thelr f
. work was the flrst to examine predlctlve factors and "the "
behav1or of women offenders" (p. 88) ' They also indicate f:
‘ that there 1s some ev1dence that ”env1ronmenta1 1nfluences. e
:have a greater bearlng on the course of behav1or of female Xﬁpﬂ
'offenders than of male" (p 96) When examlnlng the behav1or
‘}of female offenders, the authors 1dent1fy flve predlctlve :
factors affectlng females., ”mental dlsease or dlstortlon,f
school retardatlon- nelghborhood 1nfluences- steadlness of

-'employment°'economlc respon51b111ty"'(p 230) : Whlle not all

of these factors may be env1ronmental there s an attempt to f?"
'ff;look at the prev1ous experlences of female offenders totg;ffct

ffldentlfy any causal llnks or correlatlons.-pff o
' Flndlngs of Recent Research 1n Southern Callfornla
Some of the work that has looked at glrls and thelr f

experlences w1th Chlld sexual abuse has been completed 1n o
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SOutherﬁFCalifornia. Ménnéh.(19§4) indica£é§ among the girls
he;studied that there-éppeared to3be no diffefenées in the
kind of abuse sufféred, butgthat there seemed to be a trend
lﬁdr white girls to suffer abuSé for a ionger duration of time
(p;:119). It is important to the study of childhdod sexual
abuse in girls that Mennen is able to obtain information
”regarding the racialfor ethnic’breakdoWn of the girls
studied, as it‘mayrbefpossible,tobdiscriminate among the
girls’ experiences according to race or ethnicity. In fact,
Mennen’s work may héVe revealed a,finding of some worth in
this area. He Stated; ?fhere‘is a.signifidant_ihteraction-
effect with Latina giilsv. . ,'aqcofding‘to_the kind of abuse
they suffer (p. 121). MennthS work Showé that “Latina girls
~who experience7penétfationvabusé have signifiCAntly
higher . . .<1eveis‘; .. of dé§ression [and]
- anxiety . . than -Latina'girls': who are. abuséd without
penetratién" (p.-l21). Thisfinfdrmation léads»Mennen-to
.conclude that "Latina girls'whb-Suffer:pehetration abuse are
.fmu¢h more likely to bé,seriduély distressed” and that “the
traditional_emphaéis’dn.puritypand the importance of
virginity . . . may influence this disparity” (p. 122).
Ramirez and Vega (1996)‘may someWhat cOntradictvthis’finding
in their study of teen_mdthers.inbséuthern California.
Uhfortunately,- an ethnic breakdown of the data were not
generated;’but Ramirez and Vega report that there “appears’to
be no_diécrépancy betweeﬁ non-contact and cbntact sexual
 abuse and thebpregnancy outcome” (p;'30), with “child sexual

abuse” often resulting in “adolescent pregnancy" (p. 38).



Here may be a cultural discrepancy Worthy of further
examlnatlon.‘ o o ‘ _

Mennen and Meadow (1993) have also looked at a small
'populatlon of emotlonally dlsturbed glrls in Southern‘,
California to see 1f a hlstory of ChlldhOOd sexual abuse .
: would dlfferentlate them from other emotlonally dlsturbed
girls. while" ‘all these subjects were re51dents of a

treatment facility, 1t,was ‘noted that_there were “higher
‘rates of-substancewabuse_in,sexually;abused clinical
populations" (p. 326). 'AlsO»dealing'With a residential'
populatlon in southern Callfornla, Crlner and Young (1994)
'seem to have uncovered a flndlng of con51derable 1nterest
among the females. 1In the populatlon of 100 patlents, 50
‘ were female ‘and “in thlS sample, only females committed |
» crlmes_agalnst thelr_own children” (p. 17). Crlner and Young :
believe this information'is_”a‘compelling flndlng” as.the
males'did not show haVing ”committed'crimes against their own
‘children" and that there 1s a need ”to find out more about
thisfpopulatlon" (p- 21). Data from ‘both these studles,
hoWever; are.quite”limited'ln thelr generallty»due,to the
small treatment populationssthat were examined.' | v

Ramirez and Vega (1996) also report some ev1dence of
earlier Chlld abuse. Whlle notlng that ”a correlatlon may.
exist between'child abuse and adolescent pregnancy" (p 11),d7
Ramirez and Vega state that an earlier study of 127 cases
“found-“42-(33%) e o reported that they had been phy81cally
or Sexually abused'prlorito concelvlng" (p. 11). Their

results*are,reported in Table 2. Among the girls Ramirez and
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Vega studled ”these abused glrls" are ‘also “more llkely to
have experlmented w1th drugs and alcohol" (p 12) Not only
was thls experlmentatlon a rlsk factor, but ”for many,

_keeplng the secret” of abuse pre01p1tated ”eatlng dlsorders,.ﬁ

| prostltutlon, domestlc v1olence, and depress1on" (p 38) of

those 14 glrls who had glven blrth before age 18, thelr ages
Jat their flrst pregnancy ranged from 12 to 17, and the ‘number
of pregnan01es varied from one to seven, with ten glrls

’ hav1ng ‘been pregnant only once (pp. 16 and 23). Ramlrez and
Vega conclude that "sexual abuse can prec1p1tate the hlgh |
‘rlsk behav1ors that often lead to adolescent pregnancy" (pp-
30 31) and that the ”symptoms of child sexual R

abuse . « . have a bearlng on the:sexual behav1ors that often
}lead to adolescent pregnancy" (p. 32).p.Table‘2 presents some
of these flndlngs among dlfferent studies with female |
juvenlleS° cons1stently phy51cal abuse is reported more
frequently.. A problem with many of the populatlons studled
fils their size; it seems frequently that results are - reported

- which may be Valld only for the subjects studied. Table 2
.may be 1nd1cat1ve of this problem, as shown by the low totals,
represented in the n column. There is a need for researchers
of female juvenlles to search dlllgently for s1zeable enough ~
vpopulatlons to make their generallzatlons v1able |

: 90551b111t1es.‘ _ N ‘ _

Sechrest and J051 (1996) recently surveyed a populatlon
‘ of 1ncarcerated adult females in R1vers1de County, Callfornla
(see Table 3), The research provided a ”base 1nmate.proflle”'

‘for adults and juveniles'in thevdetention”facilities in
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R w7 Rlver51de Count Callfornla SEREEEE

" Sexual

"’?u(Sechrest & J051, 1996)

‘ ‘;-Table 3
_Abuse Reported _y

¢ nale Juvenlles and Yo’i vq AdultS°

Below 21 21 22-25 wTotal

fL‘vNoteL Total number of‘females surveyed in these;fge groups =32

: Number of m1591ng observatlons

- Number of m1551ng observatlons




Riverside‘County (1996a, p. 2). The ihformation regarding
adult females was colleéted‘invthe county’s two holding
facilities for females, the Banning Correctional Facility and
the main jail facility. Avtotal of 156 females was-survéyed
(1996a, p. 7). When this population was broken down to
examine levels of abuse among 32 females between:the ages of
17 and 25, the;percentages of those respondents indicating
such experiencés seemed to support the connection between
abuse and later delinquent behaviOr,' SpéCificélly, Sechrest -
and Josi (1996) show rates of 43 percent of this group
reporting earlier mental abuse, 47 péréentvréppfting‘prior
physical abuse, and 38 pefcent reporting pést sexuai abuse
(unpublished raw data). These figures seemed to demonstrate
a relationship between abusé and later anti-social behavior
in female populations. Table 3 shows the breakout of
specific responses within this group of young women in
detention facilities in Riverside County; it is of interest
to note that the oldest among them report the most abuse.
Sechrest and Josi (1996) were also able to survey juvenile
females held in Riverside County’s two Juvenile Halls, one
located in the city of Riverside, and one in Indio,
California, in the eastern end of the céunty (1996b, p. 2).
The total number of girls surveyed in these two facilities
was 19; among this small number child abuse also appears to
be a large part of these girls’ lives (1996b, p. 7). Results
are discussed further in the following section on Hispanic
YOuth. While child abuse appears in many of these studies,

abuse remains just one of many factors related to parental
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neglect and family dysfunction. .
~Hispanic Youth

One subpopulation that seems particularly difficult to
study or £o obtain reliable data on is that of HiSpanic
youth. cultural and linguistic barriers may present
particular challenges; however, éven these difficulties have
been overcdme in research to determine if indeed there are
specific child abuse victimization patterns or resulting
‘consequences that could be attributed to cultural differences
(Huston & Parra, 1995; Kercher & McShane, 1984; Mennen,
1994). However, there does not appear to be a large body of
work detailing child abuse experiences specifically in
Hispanic girls and resulting patterns of juvenile
delinquency. Besides Mennen'’s work with sexually abused
girls showing a differencebamong Latinas, Kercher and McShane
(1984) earlier seem to have reported higher victimization
rates for Hispanic females (p. 498). Also in Texas, Huston
and Parra (1995) worked with a predominantly Mexican-American
population, and they also note the paucity of studies on this
population group. ”This study represents the largest series
of Mexican-American chiidren in a retrospective review of
child sexual abuse” (p. 166). Findings of importance for the
Mexican-American population include the fact that these
children are the most 1ike1y “to be abused by an extended
family member” (p. 167), and perhaps unfortunately, these
- children “presented after a longer interval” for evaluation
(p. 169). Both'Huston and Parra believe that “the tendency

for the‘perpetrators . . . to be more closely related to the
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‘Mexican—American children" led to the result that these
'children “were also more likely to delay their disclosure of
sexual abuse".(p. 173) o | A y
Some very recent research conducted by Sechrest and Josi
(1996) among Hispanic girls 1n Rlver51de County,,Callfornia,
‘also shows a high 1n01dence of prev1ous Chlld abuse t
experlences in an 1ncarcerated population of juvenile
females. Sechrest and Jos1 (1996) report that 1n the
Riyerside County, California, juvenile detention fac1lities,
Hispanics tend to be over‘represented_in_theppopulation at 54
percentf however, that percentagebissconsistent with the 1990
,Census.figureS'of the county (1996b, pp. 5 and 7). For the
girls, again the preponderance of thevpopulation was Hispanic
at 52 percentv(p. 7). For this‘group of girls, Sechrest and
Josi indicate that rates of “mental, physical and sexual
abuse reported suggest problems in these areas” (l996a, p.
6). It is unfortunate that for thlS subpopulation of
juvenile females the total number'of respondents surveyed is
19, asvany generalizations'may'therefore’be open to question
(1996b, p. 4)."HoweVer,nsuch a small total figure Serves to
reinforce the’difficulty of locating and working with such
populations. Data avallable, as shown in the tables
contained in this report, seem to p01nt to the pauc1ty of
reliable and comparable 1nformation_avallable to researchers.
It islinteresting to notebthatvwhile “Hispanic youth in
Riverside County seemed to be one of.the highest 4at‘riskf
groups, " they,also report 4relatively more stable families”

(1996b, p. 6). Here it seems that exploration of a possible
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@q'hlgh rlsk group and perceptlon of a

.odlscrepancy between
.“fstable famlly may bear more rev1ew.g The Hlspanlc glrls,_ln B

Jipartlcular, wh11e"jepresent1ng a smaller proportlon of the R

vyouth studled 1n Rlver51de County detentlon, seem to

: ;demonstrate 51m11ar flndlngs,iand 53 percent of the total

Tglrls surveyed report grow1ng up w1th the1r natural parents f;?'

"’r(1996b p..ll) Sechrest and Jos1 p01nt out “however, whlle~f.

Flespanlc youth 1nd1cate somewhat less'”dev1ance by parents e

(isuch underreportlng may come from a tendency not to recognlzel
':r”famlly problems 1n Hlspanlc famllles” or from not reportlng{f:
?Jdany abuse that does occur (p 6) ’ o N »
S When thlS small sample of Hlspanlc females is compared

-vw1th the data avallable 1n Female Offenders 1n the Juvenlle ‘

Justlce System (Poe—Yamagata & Butts, 1996), the 1nformatlon'g
fgathered is con51stent w1th the more generallzed flndlngs
:complled by the Offlce of Juvenlle Justlce and Dellnquency
" Prevention. ’It'would.therefore appear that Sechrest and -
‘ Josi’S‘work; whilefrepresentlné a Smallbpopulation) still
- provides reliable&datavln the area of ethnicity for Hispanic
female'YOuthﬁ(SechreSt‘&'JOSi; 19953ﬁ_19§6b; PoeeYamagata &
“Butts, 1996) ) A L ¥
| The recent research conducted by Sechrest and Jos1
f(1996) reaches conclu51ons 51m11ar to those researchers who
'phave worked W1th juvenlle dellnquents and who belleve Chlld
:mabuse may be an 1mportant factor in the 1ater patterns of
ydellnquent behav1or that are 1dent1f1ed.; Sechrest and Josi
;recommend that one of the ”pr1n01pal avenues” for helplng

_ these youth ”w1ll have to be early 1ntervent10n and : ékﬂ‘

mavf@fm¢ﬁ¢fw”
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_prevention" (1996b p. 12). "Further,-from their work'with
"detalned juvenlles in Rlver51de County, Sechrest and J051
'suggest that “a populatlon of partlcular interest should be
Hispanic youth& as “they make up a substantlalvport;on of the
detention popuiation" (p. 12). Consistent with these
conclusions, the'question-remaining is “how to address the
needs of these populations” (p. 12). - |

Summary and ConclUSions’
The information regarding'child sexnalcabuse and
juvenile delinquency_appears to be available,‘as'well as
studies looking at female'popnlations'of‘juvenile

delinquents. The studies examined here hayevseemed to have
shown relationships between family and parentalvfactors;
specifically abuse, and later juvenile delinquence. hThere‘is.
also researchcregarding ethnic groups and child abuse. -
Again, studies'have:Shown~relationships existing between acts
of abuse and ethnically based responses to these acts.
However, here the availability of data becomes a problem.
-Data are not readily'accessible*by ethicity and sex; most
‘studies provide‘a breakdown either by ethnicity or sex, not
both. ‘It would be of greater use to have the results of any
particular study available by both ethlclty and sex, then
perhaps much more could be galned by examlnlng differences
among these varlous-groups. Data examlned were frequently
not comparable, Wthh hlndered any attempt at meta analy51s
across the research.. Once differences were accounted for,_‘
‘there were not much substantlal data remalnlng for any viable

cross—referenc1nq.quOrk spe01frcally regardlng Latina girls’
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experiences with child sexual abuse and any later delinquent
- behaviors seems scarce, and further study may be of benefit
both to researchers and their subjectsvto assist in‘providing
improved'serviCes to these girls needing help dealing with
these challenging life experiences.

Research would benefit from more detailed examination of
how different factors interact w1th the nexus of parenting
variables, types and duration of abuse, and cultural
background.’ The population'of Latina girls suffering from
-the related problems of child abuse and juvenile delinquency
have so far apparently received less attention 1n the .
literature. While some of the material presented reports on
_recent‘research regarding Latina girlslherevin ‘southern
California,.what is discussed‘appears to be much of What
~research is currently extant. The data appear to be somewhat-
limited, and narrow in scope. There may well exist a need to
focus on this group of young uomen to determine what
specifically cultural behaviorsvexist, what responses to
these'problems may be particular to the group, and what needs
of these girls may most effectively be met to improve the |
‘quality of their 11ves. Feministbtheory applied to juvenile
delinquency may offer some particularly salient views on the
connections between abuse and female delinquency.
Longitudinal studies of females,jHispanic females, and female
juvenile offenders may well determine the importance of
sexual abuse as a variable in the relationships between abuse
and delinquency. All of these areas are open to examination

and research to the benefit and increased social welfare of
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the subjects as well as the expansion of knowledge available
- to researchers in the field. It would seem the improvement
of young girls’ lives may demand further study in these areas

of concern.
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