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T ABSTRACT o |
The broad problem Wthh thls thesrs wrll address is that of o

women and violence. There is an mcreasrng concern in this area of

crrme as ewdenced by the medla attentlon to cases such as those of |

- Warnos BObblt and Broderrck

Although rates of female vrolence have not mcreased over
' ume the hterature reveals trends 1n the type of violence that results - |

~in murder For example 75% of all female hom1c1de arrests were

o successfully convicted 1n Calrfomra in 1992 Thus the spec1ﬁc'

- 'problem thlS thesis will explore is women who commrt murder.

Another major concern thlS thesis will address is the manner
by ‘which cnme commltted by women 1s~ explalned specrﬁcally' :
murder. Often, confusmn is produced when theonsts try to define
female crumnahty o ,

This thesrs focuses upon female murder offenders in order to
examine their .demographlc and crrmlnologxcal s1tuat10nal contexts.
The purpose 1s to describe and discuss the situations in which women
killed ‘and to suggest “social changes whrch might alleviate; thes‘e»‘
situations. A major concern is to ;examine the relationship between
~ domestic violence and murd_e_r as it relates to the bat;te-red' woman
defense. e T . |

The general public ‘»shares'_ aucommonf perception with  many
~scholars. They feel that the 'bat‘tered‘woman'idefenSe is an over- |
| emplt)yedv defense when a murder is committe‘d In reality, the
courts deny thlS defense 1n more than half of the cases, as w111 be |
demonstrated in thlS the51s. - |
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,«:_;.CHAPTER ONE
Introductron

The 'COPIC Of female Crlmlnahty had not been addressed untrl:.i. S

‘ ’fz’;_about forty years ago Gne reason for thrs neglect was that women"

were not beheved to be serlously mvolved in crlmlnal actlvrty Therr‘_» : e

"“"-"fbehavror was dependent on therr surroundmg envrronment as they TR

: were deeply mvolved m domestn: actlvmes Also, the ma)orlty of '

R crrrmnologrst were male

It is also 1nterest1ng to note how the mass medra mfluences the -
| ‘commumty in its vrews of crrme and justlce  An 1nd1v1dual'

perceptrons of the crrmmal )ustrce system may be dependent on the

med1a s portrayal of cnme and ]ustlce The pubhc rehes on the o :

L medla for mformatlon In reahty, _the entertarnment medra drstorts_ B

| sources of crnne and justrce mformatron 1mages lnstorlcally andf' e

| consmtently reversmg the real world of cnme and Justrce (Surrette, i

- 1992) ThlS mdlcates that the pubhc is a vrctlm of the media and its L

‘portrayal of crrme m the Umted States The medra for example, has 5
| portrayed females as hlghly mvolved crrminals L L
= However crlme 1s a productlon of both males and females ‘

Statrstlcs show that crrme has grown at a rapld rate throughout the '

years, especrally crlme perpetrated by females Based on Umted E
' States Bureau of Census (1953) in 1950 there were 157 255 men and L

6, 087 women under state and federal prlson authorrty in the Umted: | ¢

'States In 1990 the number of males under thls authorrty mcreased

iy Hby 444% or 698 410 The ﬂgure for women mcreased by 665% or[_if

’40 484 (1992) Although crnmnal act1v1ty perpetrated by males 1s" 5 ”

more rampant these numbers denote that the rate of female




crrmmahty 1s‘ qurckly surpassmg male crlmmahty Freda Adler'ﬂ N
“":--.'}(1975) noted' ;

e absolute number of offenses, 1t 1s women who are commrttmg those_.«f_"_-j_, o

”"'although males contmue to commrt the greaterj

| , :f‘same crrmes at yearly rates of mcrease now runnmg as hrgh as sxx an;', SR

o ,seven tunes faster than males " More unportantly, women are

BN becomrng more wrdely mvolved m serrous and vrolent crlmes

Women s arrest rates for serrous cnmes 1s mcreasmg at ani_f ST

| alarmmg pace For example, in 1967 140 405 women in the Umted

“- :‘;States were arrested for serrous crlmes In 1987 489 809 womenf i

o f‘fwere arrested in the same category, an mcrease of 349% in a 20 year' g o

f : perlod (Slmon and Landis, 1991).

The 1ncrease also holds for wolent crrmes Cnmes mcluded m‘ o

S the Vrolent cnme category mclude crrmmal homrcrde forcible rape,

g fl,”‘f"“-robbery and aggravated assault In 1967 140 549 women in the =

,' 1 Umted States were arrested for Vlolent crrmes In 20 years, thrs
;_,;l‘ﬁgure mcreased by 348%, or 489 557 (Slmon and Landrs 1991).

‘\However 1f one narrows these ﬁgures to women arrested for murder |

: in- Cahforma between 1987-1992 the frndmgs Shlft Based on the

f', ; 1987-1991 Offender—Based Transactron StatlSthS (OBTS) five year” ':' . :

P perrod murder commltted by women m Cahforma ﬂuctuated For,

| example in 1987 (161) women were arrested for homlcrde, in 1988, |
','(135),1111989 (148) in 1990, (130),1n1991 (145), and in 1992 (181)

i ’.‘_women m Cahforma were arrested for homrcrde One may drscern_'
i A/,‘,from these ﬁgures that murder exhrblted by women ﬂuctuated year |

W '_ -Iafter year, with an mcrease in the last two years. S

- The results of female felony arrests in 1992 for homrcrde m 3
3 i Cahforma w111 be presented (see appendlx ﬁgures 1 and 2) Based on B



o the OBTS 1992 181 homlc1des arrests were made Of these, 160 went,

N to court where two were acqurtted 21 were drsmrssed and 137 were. -

o conv1cted This has been the hlghest atrest rate w1th1n ‘the last five

.years Based on the conv1ct10ns one female was sentenced to death;
| one went to jail; two recelved probatlon two went to CYA (Cahforma'»’ R
. Youth Authonty) 28 received probatlon with jail; and 103 were .
, sentenced to prrson In summary, 75% of female homicide arrests
were successfully convicted in California in 1992, This may suggest
an 1ncrease ina cnme pnmarlly dommated by males
When a socral phenomenon begms in this matter, crime, there“
are mdmduals who attempt to develop theories for people S cnmmal
behavior. These individuals are known as ,"theorlsts." ~ Are they
‘really theorists when they are aécbsted by others who try to
‘ disprove them by presenting their own reasonmg to why people |
behave in a crrmmal behav10r7 The1r explanatlons are unclear when
they only - discuss halfv of the populatlon 1gnor1ng the female
component of soc1ety A large element of the problem is that the
etmlogy of female crrmmahty has not been developed in theorres
that discuss cnmmal behav10r | o
In 1982, Fileen B. Leonard challenged these scholars by

_presentmg questions and- offemng explanatrons as to why thelr"‘ :

- theories could not be applied to women. She challenged them to

compose integral theories, i.e., theories which could be apphecl freely B

without questlonmg apphcablhty to e1ther gender.
Leonard began her work by analyzmg D1fferent1al assocrauon
a theory Wthh is lacklng 1n deﬁnmg female crlrmnahty The nine
principles of leferentlal assoc1at10n try to offer v1able reasons for
b 3



o Vexplammg crlmmahty The most srgnlﬁcant of the mne prrncrples

'-"_i"states that “cnmmahty mcreases because there is an excess of

deﬁmuons favorable to vrolauon of law than adherence to law.” B

L ‘--f-‘fTherefore Leonard asserts that Edwm Sutherland strpulated that :

_‘ male assocrauons forgrve if a crrme is committed whrch contrlbutes SR

: to the perpetratron of such act1v1t1es (Leonard 1982) In sprte of the"

fact that men and women may have common acquamtances,al i

' _Sutherland drd not convey why women comrmt Iess crrme than men ;
In addmon to D1fferent1a1 assocratlon the Marmst approach isa

“theory whrch also obhterated women in its drscussron ‘Marx and e

i _\: Engels stlpulated that crime: occurs as’ a result of the powerfuls

| efforts The powerful sustam crrme because it creates ]obs The

vpowerless and the oppressed are those who produce the work for _

those in posrtlons of power (Leonard 1982) Both these scholars L

| ‘ 'underestlmated the 1ssue that many of the powerless and oppressed o
. are women - | | , |
Deﬁnrng women and their producuon of crime is an rnmcate :

" task The precedmg summary presented two theories in today S |

K ..hterature that do not satisfy one' s 1nqu1r1es when dlscussmg female

*crxmrnalrty It is strll more 1ntr1gu1ng to. determme why women i

' commrt murder Some women krll thelr compamons after years of

s psychologrcal physrcal and/ or sexual abuse Many women in the\ |

case study sample were v1ct1ms of spousal abuse

L ~The battered woman is often confronted w1th callousness once
R “ _ ;.she exposes her srtuauon to her fanuly, frrends pohce and other -
B ‘agents of the cnmrnal justice system The srtuauon was worse prior
vto the l970's Unless the pohce saw the abuse take place the ofﬁcer,
4



f.‘j'.._.‘r;f'?_li’-fnends R g S T S
| Oftentlmes the aggressor’s mrssron 1s to be secretrve of the S

- was not authorized to arrest n fhusband ona nusdémeanor? e

e 'f;‘.that the abuser strrps from her He also abohshes her rrght t0 have‘ -

% :‘.vabuse that ex1$ts in the home He accomphshes thlS by 1solat1ng the o

N '\female from fam1ly or frlends Thrs produces a lastmg relatronshrp' e

: where he is free to perpetrate the abuse Hrs ob;ecuve is not yeti;__. .

I successfully met.

The male also controls a11 farmly mcome If ms femalei o

o compamon 1s employed she must turnover her wages to h1m andr SR

’does so m hopes of av01d1ng any quarrels Thrs produce a more

| 1solat1ng envrronment After conmdermg thrs, many ask themselves e

vwhy she does not abandon her mate7 The answer is not a snnple one* |

- for battered women | el |
| Many battered women do not possess workmg skllls and 1f
they determme that leavmg the relatlonshrp would be the wrsest |
7chorce they would have to cope wrth havmg httle means to provrde |
for their famrly Thrs 1s another reason why abusers are convmcedi
that they will preserve thelr compamon forever Women contmue to )

.bear the abuse for another blndmg reason

When battered women gam the courage to chsclose thrs often s

dally occurrence therr famrly and fnends are reluctant to beheve 1t

~ The fact that abused women have never disclosed that mformauon S

: makes then~ acquamtances dlsbehevmg Rather than gammg' e

e compassion, understandlng, and support they encounter negatrve- o



! feedback They are often blamed for the abuse they have created in
their home and are sunply advxsed tobe "a better Wlfe "o

| Fear is the most 31gn1f1cant reason for thhstandmg the abuse.
- Their male compamons often threaten them during and after the
abuse. T_hey are advised that they can never hide from them and if
' they Ieaye it will niake matters worse. This prolongs their stay and
as a result, they contlnue endurmg physmal and mental assaults.

- However, there are some women who call the authorities. They
assume that they can attain the support they could not achieve from
* their friends or family by calhng the police. In actuality the police,
as well as the rest of the criminal justice system, play a similar role
as their acquaintances. | | |

| Usually' women who have tee-nagers_ call the police. There is
therefore, a sizable percentage that are very unlikely to call them,
Battered women perceive officers as authority figures and virtually
base their decisions on what the officers have advised. If they
. discern positive feedback from the police they will continue their
| search to end their abuse. If the officers view the situation as
insignificant, ‘the battered woman discontinue fr’bm pursuing the
~ matter further. It is not unusual to find this when officers perceive
the mtuatron as dangerous (Ewmg, 1990) In fact, when officers
determine that the 51tuation is serious, they will go through the
elementary task of conducting informal mediation (Ewing, 1990).
This reluctance is also shared by another element of society.

When women finally decide to file formal complaints,
prosecutors are often reluctant to pursue the matter. In fact,
affidavits have been put on hc’)ld;.‘_for "cooling off periods (Ford, 1983)."

6



Prosecutors act 1n thlS behav1or expectrng that women wrll_

. reconmder the matter They obhterate the possrblhty that women

;._may be senously hurt or kllled at the hands of the1r oppressors. R

wrthm the so called "coolmg off. perlod "OIf formal complamts aref._' :
ﬁled they do not guarantee the abuse wrll cease AR R
Ifa complamt 1s successfully achreved and both partres are,-\

. ,:summoned to court, the defendants are often glven slaps on the’ B

hand For example they are grven small ﬁnes wh1ch can be easrly n
~opaid. Thrs can produce a more dangerous enwronment for the‘

abused when the offender returns to the home In mstances where .

: abusers are convrcted they are grven probatmn or are drrected to |

attend counseling Judges are very. sympathetlc w1th abusers by

'allowmg them to resztde w1th thelr partners durmg therr f

"probatronary or counsehng perlod Vlctlms of spousal abuse feel" -

they only have two optlons bear the abuse and the possrblhty of o

bemg murdered or murder therr aggressor



CHAPTER TWO
Problem Statement ,
The hterature currently avaﬂable on female crime does not
'explam why women commrt certain crimes, spec1fically, murder. Due
to this, the researcher chose to study women who commrt murder so
' that the 1mage of a female murderer would be clarified. |
The prewous chap,t,er introduc-ed the arguments of Eileen B.
 Leonard ‘»1(1982)_. She argued that much of this confusion was due to
~ lack of incorporating women in explaining crime by male theorists.
‘Following the norm est‘abl_iShed by these‘theOrists, many continue to
neglect women in‘vdiscussions of crime. Women are not treated as a
separate entity Rather they are assimilated into one large
conglomeratlon of crlmmals Oftentlmes, they kill for very dlfferent
reasons. Usually, 1nvolvmg cnmes of passion. ' -
Understandmg ‘women and murder is nnportant and the
research will attempt to address the confusmn Wthh currently exists
among scholars who try to eXplam why women commit murder
‘Murder is percerved as a crlme which 1s predommantly conducted by
f males For example in Cahforma 653 males and 111 females were
vconwcted for murder in Supenor Courts in 1967 (Simon and Landis,
1991). These ﬁgures demonstrate that women are also murder
‘ ‘, perpetrators. Scholar_s continue to explain murder vcommltted by
females in the same fashion they explain murder committed by men.
This» research Will explore theories that attempt to explain
‘criminal behavior. It will also present cr1t1c1sms of each theory and
reasons for therr 1rrelevancy when applymg them to women

murderers Tms rev1ew is an attempt to challenge theonsts to

%



o .j_‘_mcorporate women 1n therr theor1es In domg s0, rt w111 outhne the*

14. 'dllemma of battered women The hterature shows that women who |
| kill do se after years of abuse (Ewmg, 1990) Tt w1ll hlghhght the_;"'_

e -eprsodes women endure when domesuc v1olence ex15t in their

~homes. Th1s may assrst theonsts m developlng more comprehenswe L

‘ ":'theomes and snnultaneously ehmmate questlons that currently ex1$t?_ o

regardmg women who murder The research ‘will also expose the' B

e sources abused women exhaust before they take matters 1nto thelr] R

o -own hands especrally focusmg on the role the legal system takes in.

B matters of domestrc wolence _p e -

The Iegal system w111 be exammed and the backwardness that :

| | ex1$ts in matters of domestlc v1olence The research wﬂl address the

stages women undergo ‘when they fmally gam the capacrty and L

"courage to challenge their aggressors through the legal system |

" ThlS 1s one of the most unportant elements of the research

; vbe‘cause it w1ll descrlbe how the legal system is an "accessory" to the |

| murders females comn:ut Th1s 1nqu1ry w1ll show that the system is

- responsrble for a large amount of unnecessary murders commrtted

| v‘by battered females due to the lack of developmg more accessrble’ |
. avenues for women. - i T

' The research W111 also descrrbe characterlsttcs of female klllers

| ‘f demonstrated by those: 1nterv1ewed as well as how they v1ew‘ :

| "_themselves ‘This research may aid in destroymg mlsconceptmns S

people possess about female krllers as well as determlmng whether‘ |

B there isa proﬁle of a murderess

P It 1s also 1mportant to. hst what w1ll not be presented 1n thei ‘ |
o research A theory w1ll not be developed on women and crlme The o



s ,‘__;purpose is. to encourage scholars to develop an 1nclus1ve theory, and

5 _..',_”abohsh theones that currently exist. ThlS research is not meant tof'“_.'

develop a theory on women who murder The mqmry will not-":_ i
present a defense for women who klll m response to a battenng;,_“ 3

'_ relatlonslnp Rather 1t wrll explore the optlons they have 1ncludmg'
| The research wrll not prov1de the pohce wrth a new method of T '-

:f"-. deahng wrth battered women ThlS work w1ll hopefully challenge

" them to reevaluate the methods currently used to manage domestlc .

o __'vvrolence calls It may also provxde them w1th a more empathetrc )
outlook when confronted wrth vrctrms of domestlc v1olence S ‘
: | The research wrll not outhne a new style of handhng battered ol
‘::women through the legal system Rather 1t wrll d1sclose the e

L ‘:":neganvrty that the legal system has promoted and Stlll contmues to '

f endorse agamst battered women Th1s research will- produce an B

| v,awareness through whlch the legal system could approach VlCtlmS of = |

AT domestlc wolence Hence, thrs work 1s meant to challenge the legal "'

' system to reformulate a new approach and generate a more effectrve o

:means for battered women to lawf "lly end therr s1tuat10n

i e Anot_he'r, ‘;focus fof in'teres

Vi ]uvenlle delmquents are hkely candrdates for commlttmg murder as”

is to determme whether femaleﬂ]‘ o

o they mature and how the legal system processes )uvemle o

dehnquents Perhaps 1t wrll assrst the Juvemle courts as theyp

5 ,mcreasmgly deal wrll more vrolent young women

5 Th1s toprc needs to be examined beyond l‘hlS research A, o

‘consensus must be reached on why women comrmt murder It may'{' S

- be drfﬂcult to achreve because stereotypes of women portray them |
’ | e R g S ” |



: ‘If’::‘l;tendenmes Based, -.on_ _;prewous esearch --_;the followmg hypotheses”- SaEn

" "‘-,,'_,’,,"‘}_-{_Accordmg to‘ Lenore Walker “a_ batte’ d women is "one who IS{_;.?"E“"‘:’;,Y;I“,‘, LA

v"':_frepeatedly sub]ected to any

| forceful i physical or ilpsychologxcal o o

'_},_;_;behav:lor by a man m order to coerce her to do somethmg he wantsi’jif -

- ?her t; }do‘ w:thout cencern for_her ‘nghts (Ewmg, 1990) "o Researchf; T




. proper authontres untrl after many beatmgs (Ewing, 1990) Manyj’f, e

B3 trmes v1ct1ms of spousal abuse tend to ask for help when thelrn’ o

teenage chﬂdren get involved (Gelles, 1987) ThlS may mdlcate that a». L

o ":_Iarge percentage of battered women do not request assrstance I .

V'physrcal abuse 1s not mvolved in ‘the v1olent outbursts women often» - o

o _' fear the threat of vrolence (Ewmg, 1990) Based on the precedmg_-‘_fi o

research it was thought necessary o examme the envrronmentalu_ e

, cxrcumstances of women who krll Therefore the followmg questlon'.-*; o

_was proposed

N '_f 1. Did women conv1cted of murder have a hrstory of spousal abuse7'”j_ |

The followmg research also presented an unportant aspect of a o

R ";females upbrrngmg

In many dehnquent homes educatlon 1s not an 1mportant’ff L

o ?factor m an 1nd1v1duals upbrlnglng The school and home.[i“'_ B .
" '-en\uronment contradlct each other where a young female suddenly S

o "_-,finds that books exrst m her hfe, were 1t was non ex1stent m the past . A

- -prlsons completed hlgh school In addltron, research mchcates that o

- -f dehnquent females boast about therr 1ncorr1g1b1hty (Chesney~L1nd &. o

o :“»‘Sheldon 1991) _Thr”m y 1mply that some dehnquent's self—esteem._ ', N ':

B f,jis establrshed by makmg , themselves look favorable about sometlung’ :‘ .
B :5'1, _'4negat1ve Therr tnckery 1s more nnportant to them Chesney Lmd
:"_wand Sheldon (1991) found that grrls boasted about therr toughness B
o ~l}}‘;dar1ng and keen tnckery Based on the prewous research the-""" Ve

followmg questron was asked

o 2 - Did women conv1cted of murder have drscrplme problems mv’v RN

"f-school dunng adolescence7 R



| »»Manhy'crimes‘ committed by females -_tend:to be of an economic
: nature.» A high‘ proportion of females are arrested f’or'» larceny,
- prirnarily' shbpliftmg' \(Adler : 1975) This may demonstrate that
vwomen 's offenses are as a result of their low economic attainment.
Many of them do not possess meamngful jobs or earn low wages
(Ewing, 1990). Their criminal patterns also extend to prostitution.
Interestingly, they are often arrested for prostitution, a crime that is
: oftenvperpetra’ted by males (Adler & Simon, 1979). Females also tend
to be ‘involved in offenses associated with drugs and public
drunkenness (Pollack, 1950). These offenses consist of "victimless
crimes. The ma)orlty of incarcerated women have been 1mprlsoned
| for victimless crimes, “such as drug or alcohol violation and
prostitution (Mann, 1984), '

| ‘Howev‘er when females are mvolved 1n offenses against
members of the commumty, they tend to take a passrve role.
Women are often charged with an offense in the first degree even if
the male compamon planned the offense without her knowledge.
Once the criminal action began, they were forced to be involved
because they accompanied the cons_plrator (Adler & Simon, 1979),
‘Based on thlS research, the folIowing hypothesis-Was proposed:
3. Did women convicted_of murder have criminal backgrounds?

The cycle of violence-,an'd‘ criminal activity_f may extend to the
entire family. According to Rosenbaum (1989), a poor relationship
between parents and children 1s highly influential in a child's
subsequent delinquency. Unfortunately, more violent acts are being
commrtted by adolescents, and are now being treaung as adults in
the court system Thrs may be an 1nd1cat10n that parents are not
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establishing meaningful relationships with their children. In addition,
parental frequency of 'con_,trOI may _: aIs_o inﬂuence .delihqrient patterns
(Wells & Rankin, 1988). This may imply that consistency in effective
disdpline isa ’poSsible“deterrent’to delianent actiirities’ The gender -
of one's chﬂd and parental attachment may also be dependent on

. delmquency Hindelang (1972) found that parental attachment is
more of a deterrent to delmquency for males than for females The
above research set for the followmg questron

4 Do women conv1cted of murder have dehnquent children?

Experts in crlmlnology continually attempt to define and
dissect the mind of a _crrr_m_nal. " 'This research may further assist
experts in the field to determine whether a female killer truly exists.
The preceding research may assist in determining whether there are
factors that precede a female killer. Therefore, it was determined
wise to examine the above aspects of a female's life to find any
common threads “The following hypothesis was posed:

5. Are there specific characteristics of female killers?
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HAPTER THREE
: ~L1terature Revrew

Many peOple often ask themselves what provokes a woman to{ o

i ‘7‘7:1P“11 the trigger, Swmg a‘*'ibat with mtennons to kill or hrre a "hlt— o

o ‘_v-man7 The tendency 1s to respond in a manner Wthh 1s nerther 5

L »'reahstrc nor empathet1c toward the assarlant Perhaps women who e

,f_have been and are currently 1ncarcerated for murder found that it
~was the only manner to dlsengage themselves from a vrolent;

| relatronshrp ThlS 1s not meant to condone the act of murder because .

- it should not be taken hghtly Rather one often thmks that the"f. :

e '{ '- "v1ct1m" was at a dlsadvantage W1thout questromng the v1ct1m s role |

'?Thrs 1ssue may seem elementary and ummportant

The hterature on women and murder is qurte vague Perhaps a

freason for the vagueness 1s that many male scholars try to explam

«'Leonard m her workW‘ an“_r i

‘sornething Wthh 1s and wrll probably always be forelgn to them. the -

'factrons and behav10rs of females Female scholars have emerged and i

'wchallenged thelr male counterparts by offermg more accurate o

B 1assessments ThlS study wrll sharpen the 1mage of the female krller ’

The hterature currently avarlable on women s part1c1pat10n in;f L

" crlme deduces that women commlt crnnes rangmg from the mostf -

"memal crlmmal actrvrtles such as shophftmg to more serxous crlmes

i such as murder Male scholars try to reason women s partlcrpatron;‘ =

m crumnal act1v1ty through tradrtlonal theorres whrch have httle ‘_

’.»'"apphcabrhty to women.._ R R s L |
| One md1v1dua1 who has cr1t1c1zed such theorlsts is Elleen B .

The followmg 1s a: L

o .summary of two theorles whxch may be relevant to explammg el




o ?‘.leferentral Assocratlon

| _presented';'}j‘i he theory wrll be presented as 1t apphes to women .'- SN

lfemale crnmnahty In addltlon, hberal femlmst theones wrll also bef‘,ﬂ, T

leferenttal assocxatlon was Edwm Sutherland‘s contrrbutlon to'-‘-‘f,‘::,if =

if'»:crlmanlOglcal theortes It 1s based on male behavror that is learned i .
through acttng out others behavror (Leonard 1982) When thlS L

| | ”-"‘_'ftheory 1s apphed to crlmmahty, 1t sttpulates that 1nd1v1duals are

- affected by group assocratlons and thus crlmtnal behav10r is learned” ey

through group mteractron e TR “
' Sutherland developed drfferentlal assoclatron by mtegratmg’- :

mne prmcrples The most nnportant prmcrple stlpulates thatv_ R

| crlmmahty 1ncreases because there 1s an excess of deﬁmuons

s favorable to VlOlatl()n of law than adherence to law (Leonard 1982) " I

‘ ‘}:]For example a drug dealer probably percelves his chances of belng::'y o

apprehended to be very shm and therefore, contmues dealmgj g

pbecause grossmg money 1s percelved more favorably when he

gcompares 1t to hrs p0331b111t1es of bemg arrested ThlS mdrvrdual_ .

o .iunderstands hlS act1v1ty as bemg perfectly acceptable because others

(such as h1s peers) are also mvolved 1n thts act1v1ty ‘ P
G Thxs theory may not be approprrate when applymg it to femalef

B crimtnahty It 1s understood that crrme 1s predommantly conducted P “

" by males. When dtfferenttal assocratton attempts to explain crime, it

s vfﬁldoes not emphasrze that what is commumcated to male and females -

: : _";_conveys a dtfferent meamng to the sub]ects which rs 1n reahty, why

S we see more males mvolved in crlmmal conduct Tradlttonally, B

women have been more closely kmt to the famﬂy than males ,'In“ f 5

. addmon women S behavmr 1s more strtctly controlled and superwsed e



"‘}'»'f"fbecause of the close network that the farmly practlces (Leonard i

: ,'1982) Thxs lunlts negatlve 1nteract10n swayrng them away from-\,: |

i ‘v'.'i"v",'copymg cnmrnal behaviors Sutherland neglected to mennon thatf "‘- |

- j.;women lack access to negatrve peer groups because of the famrly s_»_f. >

pressure D1vers1ﬁed socral roles explam the drfference between'
Y 5male and female cmme a. pomt which Sutherland also neglected to, f
| mentlon - . ’ e ' »

The fourth prrncrple mdlcates that "crimmal behawor mvolves E

- 5 learmng both: the techmques of crlme and certam attltudes motlves,‘

. and ratlonahzatlons regardmg crlme (Leonard 1982) A devrantv o

o »acnvrty ‘that women highly par thIpate in is shophftmg (Leonard o

’;f,l982) When applymg Sutherland's reasonmg, women should have v

" o .;learned to shophft from past assomatrons and experrences He

L contradlcts hlmself because 1f the famlly protects the female then - '

~ 'they would not have access to shophftmg Tms pomt explams how |

Tthe theory 1s 1neffect1ve when explammg female devrance -
| Pr1nc1ple five asserts that 1nd1v1duals learn to defme the legal

’, :_codes as favorable or unfavorable (Leonard 1982) Due to soaalv "

_‘rank gender and race 1nd1v1duals have drfferent norms The

e assocratrons women have are drfferent from those of men ‘The fact i

e that class and race play a role in bemg law abrdmg also changes the

| pattern of adherence to law. Lower class and black women are more

- suscepnble to breakmg the law than hlgher class females because i

| they are less protected and controlled accordmg to thlS theory This

‘allows these mchvrduals favorable reasons to vmlate the law as they

o are not as strlctly controlled as hlgher class females.



o _classrfled

The sxxth prtncrple snpulates that "a person becomes more '1 |

- f"idehnquent because of excessrve contact w1th crnmnal patterns as'__-

= .‘,."“ jﬂ_opposed to non crlmmal patterns (Leonard 1982) " In reahty women
o (v'_‘,are supervrsed more closely than men therefore, they should behavef' LT

o in a less crinnnal fashlon Sutherland grossly attempts © defme:f;-_f:l:: o

B "gemﬂg pregnant outsrde of marnage" asa cnmmal act. Leonard:f‘ L

contests thlS suppﬂsmon by statmg that thls 1s a deeply rooted social Pl

._ :.1dea as Sutherland reﬂected socrally constructed attrtudes regardmg L ', -

o males and females She further notes that pregnancy 1s an 1ssue e

concernmg both genders because a woman cannot become pregnant[;ﬁ R

]'..'on her own and becommg pregnant should not be cnmmally : ’- o

'I‘hat crmnnal ancl non crnmnal assocratrons may vary in o

| frequency, duratlon, pnorlty, and mtensity is the seventh proposmon;‘f o

;, -Sutherland offers He further explams that crlme varles because of | _. o

| : soc1al posrtion Therefore those hvmg in lower class nelghborhoods L

5 o .’would be more susceptrble to comrmtting cnrmnal acts than hlgher

""class mdrvrduals If thlS was apphed to females 1t would state thatf N

') a-_lower class females would also contrlbute to crrminahty Rather as o

;.Leonard pomted out women are more strrctly supervrsed by the 5»;1“; s

- ":ff“famﬂy than men and therefore, this determmes the frequency of;' P .

Co ‘posttlve behav:lors and deters them from comm1tt1ng delmquent acts.

Prmcrple erght states that no umque process 1s mvolved mi( - S

_*-‘.;;learmng cnmlnal or non crnmnal behavror patterns (Leonard 1982) Eah

: ‘."Leonard stated that males and females are exposed to dlfferent 5 : .

o | ,kﬂj»vilearnmg experrences wh1ch results m dlfferent behavror Here agaln =

o " the theory falls to explam the cnmmahty of women




The last of hlS prmcrples 1s "that whrle crmnnal behav10r 1s not‘, | .

- explamed in terms of general neecls and Values 1t 1s not explalned by: :

o ‘_"_those general needs and values smce non cr1m1nal behavror is aniff_ o

. | expressron of the same needs and values (Leonard 1982) m; Thrs couldv”f».j‘ |

N 1nﬂuence law abldmg as well as law breakmg behavror Low crime

e f:rate among females can be explamed in terms of therr posmve'

L ’?assoc1at10ns For example women may be happrer than men because .

R 'fthey may recelve more posrtrve remforcement simply because they» S

~are more mtertwmed in the fannly than men are. Men do not. A -t

gy ‘receive tlus because of therr absence from the home and in turn, y o

%S mamtam thelr happmess through negatlve remforces such as thelrl, S

| .crmnnal peers | | | |
Drfferentlal Assocratlon 1s restrrcted to male crrmmahty We"'
;never learn why the famrly has such a trght control on the female
‘ .and why 1t 1s so posrtlve One must also cons1der the problems that
"battered women endure when such family control 1s apphed
leferenttal Assoc1at10n does not elaborate on why ‘males are less »
strlctly controlled o |

| Marxrst Approach , | |

' | Marx and Engels explam crime 1n terms of economics. Those in
N power malntam the force in amehoratmg the amount of crnne They' |
: imply that it is- to the powerful's dlsadvantage ‘10 decrease cnme ‘

because it would ehmmate ]obs especrally those related to crrme'

e _control These mclude law enforcement )udges attorneys, etc. T hose"

in power “such as government agents have 1mmeasurable controln

o ;Vover crlme "
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U v>and desu'e for power

s V':._;‘."';Oppressed as any w1th1n cap

In 1916 Wlllem Bonger adapted a soc1olog1ca1 perspecuve in

ff»?‘.,'}‘.':_’explmnlng cnme He said people ‘are born W1th soc1a1 1nst1nctsffi

. o ',whxch are represented n”__ altrmsm P Lsent m earher soc1et1es In’“’_’t.:_”_’_i“v-j‘} £Y
o .-_’f:"those soc1et1es people do no - desire ealth snnply havmg what s
£ ‘necessary to subs1st 1s enoughv,_ The capltahst soc1ety adopted a'-«:_..“.:if - R

dlfferent stance wh1ch produced crimmal mdmduals sunplyfi B

o o mterested 1n money producmg and competltlon w1th then~ nexghbor S o |
e “-Thls produces attttudes of losmg compassron and sympathy for other PEEERAEE

people Thus, the goal of thls soc1ety 1s pnmanly chrected by greed,‘ |

If Marx observed class dlfferences:,'

H'he should have also noted _. N

‘ sm (Leonard 198'2) " Leonardv"f;:‘,”.
. contmues by notmg that Engels chd not examme the demorahzauon‘i_f:‘.,E-‘.\::}4 g

f'-'facapltahsm produces 1n females Engels states that the poor have nof"}-', i

T reason not to steal but does not mclude the fact that women havef‘ L

e :_j lcomposed much of the p00r throughout htstory ACCOl‘dmg tO Engels ey




.hy women are basrcally umnvolved 1n crlme (Leonard 1982)

analy,_:'s about crlmmalrty of the poor women would be deeply,‘;'f“ o
‘mvolved m thrs actmty Leonard notes that "he neglects to explam 8 ':j_g. .

However Bonger asserts that when women commn: economrc

'_.offenses they are less motrvated than men to commrt the crlme;a:. S

(Leonard 1982) He stated that the1r sense of empathy may deter ‘.

B thell‘ parncrpatlon m 1lleg1t1mate conduct Smce women are mom S

g enmeshed in the fannly, they are less hkely to produce crlme Thrs b

«ftype of "oppressxon" also sways them from commrttmg crrmes of a

. -pohtlcal nature, due to thlS, they are spared of commlttmg 1llegal acts |

| ’-*7(Leonard 1982) He adds, that as women gain status equal © that of .

e men they wﬂl also produce an equal amount of crime. Leonard

disputes Bonger s statements that women are Iess mvolved in crrmes, i
" _'.of vengeance. | Current hterature shows that women are now
L resrstmg attacks from abusrve mates Thrs is seen by women who ' 3
.»-“murder therr abusrve mates He falls short in explammg female " »‘
_z.cnmrnahty wrthm a capltahstlc socrety | e
To reach a theory that is compatlble to both genders semsm _“

must be ehmmated Leonard challenges other scholars to cons1der,‘ |

o females in future research by usmg the above to estabhsh thatij S

\women are 1gnored m the development of theones, ' andf'

e 'srmultaneously attempts 0 persuade others to mtegrate women in

" their arguments. If one is to develop a thorough theory , it should o

S :_ consrder both genders She also unphes that in order to reach thls e

| ""'.‘wornen must be researched (Leonard 1982)



i :"?leeral Femrmsm S

Research conducted by hberal femlmst's may be a source of" P

mdependent research leeral femlmsm argues that the women s

e ‘,‘-imovement caused an. mcrease in. female crime because of the T
changmg roles and employment patterns of women takmg place m B

B "asoclety (Muraskm & Alleman 1993) For example, Freda Adler notes |

o _[that as women move into more compentxve roles, they become more’ E
:’:} aggresslve (Alleman & Muraskm 1993) They are much hke men, as o
‘, = ‘they express violent tralts “On the other hand tha Simon theorlzesi R
o that as women move out of the home, “ they wrll have more .

" .‘opportumtles to commlt crnne (Alleman & Muraskm 1991) As

' women move mto the work force, people s goods and money wﬂl be

;ﬂ more acce351ble to them, producmg more opportumtles 0 comnnt" A

e crlmes

f-.‘f"' Socrallst Femlnrst

A dlfferent v1ew on women and thelr parhcrpauon m crrme L

;productron 1s that of the Socrahst—femrmst perspectrve They argue R

B ?that female cnme occurs as a result of class and patrlarchal |

T oppressmn A mam focus is. that women have been oppressed at the

" :’hands of males throughout mstory as seen through therr dependencyf'

" on men for survwal durmg ancl after Chlldbll‘th Thls created a o
f, 'J.»'“».dlvxs1on of labor where mothers care for thelr young, rather than SR

| :fathers It further explams that from thls lelSlOl’l of labor women .

i mamtam a lower status m the economlc fieId ThlS 1s further*, L

o fexemphﬁed m prostrtutron,, where men (punps) control and, S

el .mampulate women S acttons as well as therr money



- _::cnml nallty may be properly addressed If

There needs to be a clear understandmg of the relatmnshrpf

s "v_;"j""v‘WhICh ex1sts between genders, so that 1ssues related w1th female

o consrdered meffectrve methods of treaung women accused and' A

- conv1cted of cnmmal actlvrty m capltahstrc patrlarchal someues wﬂl :

: -occur (A.lleman & Muraskm 1993) In conSIdermg the relatxonshlp'
between genders hlstory proves that men estabhshed "control" 'over
women and therefore acts of wolence such as rape and domestlc, |
R Vlolence are dtrected toward women today
'Radlcal Femlmsm o ‘ B |
A very controvers1al perspectlve on the Ol’lng of v1olence
agamst females is that of the radrcal femmrst perspectlve It denotes' |
S that males are the creators of all 1lls Thrs theory isan evrdent attack , |
‘} on males and anythmg that belong to men mcludmg the1r gemtaha’ |
, as it is seen as a symbol of male supenomty (Alleman & Muraskm s
1993) ‘The relatlonshlp that emsts between men and women 1sv
condemned because 1t contlnually oppresses women o 1
A central concern of the radrcal femmrst perspectrve is

v1olence agalnst women ‘ They have been successful  at

s is not accuratelyﬁf-. S

; 'demonstratmg that when addressmg rape, w1fe abuse, and sexual"

| harassment the law and 1ts apphcation has been male—dommated

L male—centered and male servmg (Alleman & Muraskm 1993) Until

o f"the early 1970‘s rape was not consrdered an’ act of v101ence but i

rather a sexual one.’

| = Marx1st Femlnlsm

Although the prevrous theorles addressed women as v1ct1ms :
: the Marxrst—femmlst perspectlve 1nterprets females as perpetrators



of crime. It argues that capltahsm produces female crime. Much like
'men women are economlcally oppressed but women are enslaved
by thelr domesnaty However women commrt less crrme than men
'because ‘they are 1solated from the means of productlon and their
lack of part1c1patlon in the pubhc sphere (Alleman & Muraskin,
1993) Iti 1s sumlar to that of the hberal femmrst argument m that if
women have opportumtles to commlt cr1mes they will, but due to
therr domestrc roles accordmg to the Marxrst—femrmst perspectlve |
»they comnnt less cnme because of shm opportumtles (Alleman &
,Muraskm, 1993). When women commlt crrmes accordlng to these
‘theorists, they tend to be of an economrc nature. ’

| : - The Marxi_st—-fem_mlst | perspectlve 1llustrate_s that 'given
women's isolation in the home, their crimes are reflective of the
powerlessness and etonomic marg-inality resulting from their unique

place as women m a capltahst patrlarchal system (Alleman &

. Muraskxn 1993) It is not unusual to see them commrt "victimless

) crlmes" such as shophftmg and petty theft. Th1s theory further |
| contends ‘that when women commlt violent crlmes - they are
‘reﬂectlve of therr ahenatlon and frustrauon rather than being acts of
"aggressron and dommatron (Alleman & Muraskm 1993). In these
,. aggresswe acts they tend to employ weapons related to the kitchen,

| and act violent as a result of mantal disputes.
| The theorres that have been developed to date as well as the
~ ones drscussed above have not addressed the motlvauon of female
krllers They neglect to mentron the extent to which those women
are v1ct1ms of domestlc vrolence For example many women who
’ comm1t murder endure psychologlcal sexual and physrcal abuse for
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i ;:-V'J_f.‘flengthy penods There may be a drstinctl

‘abused for- th first t1me to those ‘who endured abuse for years.

i ;»',"-Further the theorres do not address domestlc vrolence and 1tsfa_" e

o ~relatronsh1p"w1th women who murder j:' REL T

Research Analysrs

e In the analy31s portlon of the research m ny women who were

e ':-"‘mtervrewed were vrctrms of domestrc Vlolence' It is n

i‘:_{ - ’vrolence and murder

| hose women B .

therefore to mcorporate a dlscussron of "the battered woman" into- RGN OR

e the research so that one wrll have a better understandmg of domestrc ;j . o

Prror to the 1970'3 women who‘ krlled.; the, :’-‘mates fOund 1t> i

B ‘almost 1mpossrble to_acqurre support‘from the legai ; System If herij e

husband assaulted her the pohce ould not;_arrest hun on a S

: »‘.’fmlsdemeanor unless the offrcer observed it (Browni ¢ & erliams o

: 1989) ThlS demonstrates dlscrrmrnatron beeause if the same male.'j’i?v;‘:’ |

R ’_'_i’alternat:tveS' k111 her mate , Or contmue endurmg the abuse

N female to?"'_krll therr -aggressors ‘_'
o ,_'_{:»‘._j‘system s _ response to

B "assaulted another person on the street he would be charged wrth a',;_‘_ i

‘. ..-i_ji;-._..felony m addrtron to spenchng the nlght 1n local jall (Bro Wn and 5
-:‘::Wllhams, 1989) As a -result{;_of thrs, the female had one of two : G

The followmg exg Iores the crrcumstances Wthh lead batteredf‘._ 2

trms of spousal»

d, k;examrnes the crrmrnal )ustrcef"; e

f' ‘Subﬂe the abuse 1s from z‘thef;begmmng ‘of the relauonshrp 1s " Sy

=i nnportant At the begmmng of ta wolent relatronshrp, women fall to g

. reahze the potentlal for vrolence because thelr partners tend to be s

o "'very carmg and attentlve However the abusrve mate operates rn a "

L Very mampulatrveian. | pecuhar manner In many relatronshrps thei o




o '\’?‘.»Typlcally the male is fvery ‘Jealous and does not allow hrs mate tO,i‘I‘; SRS

~ have friends. If her partne’ is’ aware that she has been assocraung
L ":'Wlth other people, he becomes enraged Ewmg (1987) found that nE

L {f- ': : _:'these women are frequently accused of 1nﬁdelity, sub]ected to msultsf:‘

| * work outsrde the home

l./__gand other forms of verbal degradatlon m pubhc, and not allowed to'»- i

e The male also rsolates the »female fro», ,
. [He hmrts hrs checkmg and savtc‘,

a _Y ﬁnancral sources T

account solely to hrmself o -

“‘deprlvmg her of spendmg money 'tgnormg that she may have earned‘ e -

e it herself. Batterers frequently demand that vthey be given total o
. _]]V.f_“control over their wrves earmngs (Ewmg, 1987 Therr compamonsf.’-

:accept thelr requests to avord future quarrels " If thetr partners""fi‘,"*' N

o | ‘mterprets the rules hghtly, they may expect an addmonal beatlng

_-'v‘..i_fleave7 " one must cons"

In an attempt to answer the popular questron "why doesn t she,” o |

»"w:,,*.Jpossmlhtles of abandomng the relatlonshlp Econormcs 1s a major"'i =

e "'{fffactor contrlbutmg toward her endurance

o workmg SklllS or have never held a meamngfu 'ob" ThlS optlon IS_:. o

:not feamble because women would have to put her chlldren and‘_‘ .

| ‘:'i_lv_.,:’herself m an 1nd1gent srtuatlon Typlcally, women who leave an
o ',‘"'.'?-lf]\abuswe mate expenence a 74 percent drop in 1ncome (Alleman &4 : 7 s
Muraskm 1993) kT PR i SR

the barrrers which ehmmate the’fi N

Another factor that contnbutes to her hvmg arrangements is R

"':.hf‘e--_’:f"perce:ved lnmted support from her fnends and fannly The support"" o -

p._,"she antlcrpated 1s "met wrth resrstance 1f not ‘hostlhty from her"i' 5




| ffam}ly and fnends (Ewmg’ 1937) ' Typlcally, they respond na

= vsurprrsed manner because the female had never exposed heri;ﬁ

». | predrcament. Often, they do not beheve the pleadmg women and =

B ,» W111 ultlmately adwse her to be a "better W1fe " 15 el

A thrrd response to why she does not leave is because she fearsi‘;j;-}- sl

- {her battermg mate w111 ﬁnd and klll her Research mdlcates thatf"f '-

many women attempt to leave thelr partners but m retahauon they‘ i

. are confronted W1th more senous threats or attacks (Brown and;. - R

- 'wlmams 1989).

When the female ﬁnally reahzes that the abuse wrll not stop, “ -

: if'she summons the pohce for help ThlS is done when the rest of her o

| ?-.alternatrves have been exhausted bes1des the one of krlhng her.»__"l._; .

»_ ,abuser For many v1ct1ms of spousal abuse the only known pomt of | |

| _entry mto the cr1m1nal )ustlce system 1s through the pohce (Ford N

'» 1983) Many do not know any other alternatrves Few batteredf-}_ =

. »women have educatlon beyond the hlgh schnl level makmg them e

1gnorant of resources avallable to them Research suggests that thosef:

who call the pohce tend to have teenage chlldren lees reported[
_ ’that they started Calllng the pohce when the1r son or daughter was, L

L :_,«{old enough to get embrolled m the physrcal conﬂlcts (Gelles 1987) ¥ o

| Thrs fmdmg may mdlcate that women who have younger chrldren or- ;‘_’ B

,;'.-v;no chﬂdren refram from askmg for help

T The mmal mmutes in whrch the pohce mteract w1th the female»‘-"{ :‘_f IR SR

- are the most cruc1a1 moments that may either mﬂuence her to seekflf o

further help or refram from domg so Her dec131ons throughout the,"j S

R cnmmal Justlce process depends m part on her expecmnom of the";-{- o



crlmmal justice system as shaped throughout her interaction with
--pohce officers (Ford 1983) o |

The woman may find that she is Very lucky if, mdeed a pohce'
offlcer arnves _at the scene. If the dispatcher feels it is not necessary
~ to request an officer's assistance, the female may; only receive advice
:on filing a complaint at the prosecutor’s office. If the police fail to
respond to a victim's céll she might be left entirely outSide the
crlmmal justice system regardless of her needs or ulumate intent
(Ford, 1983)

The legal response to these 51tuat10ns has been very negative.
The police are the first element_ of the criminal justice system that is
‘mttoduced into these circumstances; Oftentimes, law enforcement
agencies do not know how to handle domestic violence calls because
they lack training in falnily violence. Generally, the police respond to
battering incidents by attempting to calm the batterer, and in some
instances, conduct informal mediation (Ewing, 1990). This may stop
the immediate abuse, but as soon as the police leéVe, the abuse may
continue. In addition, many officers are vefy unlikely to make an
arrest when the offender has used violence against his wife (Dobash
& Dobash, 1981.) Law enforcement officials feel that the law should
‘not intervehe in family matters.

Another aspect that the female must challen‘ge is the officer's
'pefceptioh of the severity of the abuse. The criminal justice system
allows the police to use discretion in these situ’at‘ionsl.‘ Victims are
oftentimes confronted with reluctant civil servants whose interest in

avoiding the situation outweigh their concern for the victim, an

28



’l"_'attrtude reﬂected 1n the quahty of 1nformat10n 1f any, that 1s.‘; o

N _‘; volunteered on how to prosecute (Ford 1983)

Many are 1gnorant that the pohce plays an 1nc1swe role m the i

L ’SItuatlon T he woman s dec1s10n 1s extremely dependent on the’

o police ofﬁcer s attltude ‘There are some mstances in which pohce‘

vrespond in dlsbehef and doubt whether such abuse is/ has been SO

' takmg place and then proceed to sympathrze w1th the offender ‘k o

- There are also few who advrse her to ﬁle crlmlnal charges 'In"
“faddruon when some ofﬁcers are asked by woman to arrest the

 batterer, they w111 not do it unless she goes to the prosecutors ofﬁce’ -

and ﬁles a formal cnrmnal charge or goes to court and obtams a

N 1‘€St1’alnlng order where she must face further obstacles if she
decides to prosecute (Ewmg, 1987) ! SIS

Many ‘women go through numerous beaungs and much’- :

psychologlcal abuse before they decrde to file a complalnt at the o

| prosecutor s ofﬁce When they do, they are recelved w1th reluctance,i‘
their requests are discredited, and they are advrsed of poss1blev :
‘».consequences Prosecutors are reluctant to pursue cr1m1na1 '
complamts filed by battered women They Vlew the srtuatlon as

'_ .1n51gn1ﬁcant or. they ant1c1pate that the woman w111 change her mrnd .

v | ,and drop- the charges before the . case goes to court (Ewmg, 1987). - :

| .ThlS was the crrcumstance of women who ﬁled charges in Indlana If

a woman was still 11v1ng w1th her compamon, and the prosecutor did |

~ . .not vrew the srtuatlon as serlous the afﬁdav1t was put on hold for?

:'three days of coohng off after wh1ch the woman had to return and", i
| srgn it (Ford 1983) Th1s may not be of ass1stance to the female who |
- has been threatened by her mate that he w111 harm her in a more '
e "29'* it Sl R



‘severe manner 1f she 1nforms anyone of therr srtuatlon The'i‘_ o

e prosecutor s office is an addmonal mstltutlon Wthh has further, | IR

f'abused v1ct1ms of domestlc Vrolence

A formal complamt does not guarantee that the abuse will_'.f'; R

'cease If the complalnt ts successfully ﬁled and ‘the prosecutor"i[ R

‘ Adec1des to prosecute the abuser 1s hkely to recelve a 51mple'l‘:. L

: ”reprlmand If the batterer 1s formally charged and arrested he wrll_i -

B hkely be freed on ball pendmg further court actlon (Ewmg, 1987)

'Thrs gives the batterer another opportumty to contmue the abuse L

o A female S legal counsel also presents httle securlty _ o
| The pubhc defenders appomted to their case are typrcally":- -

,begmnmg their legal pracnce and lack the expertence they need. to.:, | '
R ;reach a successful outcome (Alleman & Muraskm 1993) Usually.f; EER

they have thelr own brases and will not represent women effecnvely : S

| ”Oftentlmes defense attorneys do not understand the actlons of a""'_g L

defendant and will not present self defense 1ssues to the court Thlsf |

produces a tendency to plea bargam whrch is mterpreted as a wctory il
| _b}’ the pubhc defender R e oo

Add1t10nally, ]udges are not sympathettc : ,toward battered»'_},j?

women. If the ]udge feels that the ]ury has been unduly sympathetrc o -

- with the abused he exerc13es hlS dlscretlon on the srde of the abuser""] o

- (Jones 1980) ‘In the event that the batterer 1s conv1cted hls; S

5 pumshment usually consxsts of probauon (where he can re51de mjf . _;‘j Ll :

- the home) or 1s mandated to go through counsehng (Ewmg, 1987) ,

‘ These repnmands unquesuonably perm1t more abuse to ensue

The leglslatlve system 1s another element of the legal systemf’,v L

g that is not attentlve to battered women It offers few alternanves to:":f S oe

R




o women who constantly undergo repetmve abuse In a male legal R

i system it is hkely that the male abuser will be favored As one

2 ffauthor stated "the body of law made by men for men and amassed".‘fi g

i vdown through hlstory on thelr behalf codrﬁes mascuhne bxas andﬁ. S

systematlcally drscrlmmates agamst women by 1gnor1ng the woman S

pomt of v1ew (Jones 1980) - Many leglslators beheve that if theyil-. S

pass Iaws favormg women "a man S home wrll never be h1s castle "

o t .ThIS was represented m an attempt to pass "The Domestlc Vrolence SR

o Act of 1978" 'whrch never passed m the House of Representatlves ‘_ -
o (Jones, 1980). e |

“Women who plead gullty and use psycholog1cal self defense as

Justlficatron for a homlcrde generally get conv1cted of murder or - |

manslaughter Ewmg (1990) found that expert psychologrcal and; B

'soc1olog1cal testunony was offered in 44 cases and only admrtted in “ .
'26 of the 85 cases whrch went to trlal In17. of the 26 cases wh1ch’ .

v.,the Jury allowed to hear the expert testrmony, the defendant was |

a conv1cted

Currently, battered women have very lmnted ch01ces The e

"crlmmal ]ustrce system v1rtually closes its. doors to victims of

o domestic vrolence Moreover the system neglects to con51der what

_women have endured before they dec1de to "brmg 1t to their :

attenuon" m a manner whrch the system sees as crlmmal ie.

: imurder When women determme that they w111 have some refuge in |
: the law it v1ct1mlzes them one more tlme & , !
| | Battered women S alternatrves are very l1m1ted and 1t appearsf |

that each tlme they seek help, they are vxctlms of the crlmmal ]ustlce o

‘ system Some beheve that if they had more alternatlves ‘women e
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would not kill their battering companion. Browne and Williams |
(1989) found that "the i'ate ‘of spousal homiéide is IOWet in those
 states in which domestic violence legislation and other resources for
~ abused women are available." These scholars argue that if __there
were »more sheltérs, more attentive police officers, and | more
- representatives in their favor, women would not terminate thei.r‘
abusive mate's life.

Police, prosecutors and judges need to récognize the 'battered
woman syndrome before they make assuptions 'ab(iut the female
- "who killed in cold blood." They need to recognize the psychological
reasons which lead women to act in a deadly fashion. If the system
continues to base their decisions solely on the murder "the abused
wqmen'? committed, without regard_to their reasons, violence aimed
toward WOmen may continue. This, will producei a society in which
abused women will do Wha_t '.t'hey think 1s right. If criminal law
operates on "the assumption of free Will*that normal people choose
to behavé the way they do and, thus, are both personally and
criminally responsible for uhlawfulv actions," then it should also
recognize that "normal individuals are not fully the product of free
will and thus, should not subject them to criminal responsibility
(Ewing, 1990).
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CHAPTER FOUR
. Methodology , = e
The research that follows 1s quahtatlve m nature Thls 5

| research method allowed for mterpretatlons and drscovermg RN

| ".' underlymg meamngs of the collected data Thus a case study e -

- approach- usmg orrgmal data was thought o be more mterestmg R |

o | and challengmg rather than researchmg data that had already been,

T collected by other mdrvrduals

Initial plans were to mtervrew a volunteer populatron of

" women nnprlsoned for murder at the Calrforma Instrtutron for
Women (CIW) However certaln ‘barriers were ralsed thus
| '"warranttng a drfferent approach It was determmed that the ‘:
research would be presented m the form of "the evolutron of a
) ‘murderess" » S s ROSPAT -
' The researcher met yariousindiyidualsthatz asSisted in making

~the research posmble as a result of completmg an 1nternsh1p through

. the Cahfornla Department of Correctrons Contacts were made with

the Cahfornla Department of Correcuons Research D1v1sron through
- letters from Dr. Coles the chalrperson of the thesrs commrttee as welll "
Cas through letters from the researcher |

| ~ While the research was pendmg approval by the charrperson of
~ the Research Department in Sacramento phone calls were made to

Kulper Youth Center in San Bernardmo, Cahforma a youth fac111ty

, wh1ch houses ]uvemle female offenders The researcher chd not o

1mt1ally cons1der 1nterv1ew1ng female Juvemle dehnquents however

‘because approval of the 1nquiry was pendlng However 1t wasv

 determined that the study would be presented ina manner which



o murder

; v‘;f{‘deﬁned the evolutlon of the adult murderess by employmg the o |
o _{)uvemle counterpart as an mtroductlon Perhaps a correlatlon» o o

' .-“‘»“between ]uvemle offenders and adult females conv1cted of murderv- e

fne _-would be found The presentatron of thlS thesrs erl dlSCUSS female‘ |

_Juvemle dehnquents followed by'data on adult f"males conv1cted of ‘ :

" research at CIW
R Method of ;jGath

After three months permrssmn was granted‘ to conduct thej,‘ S

AS pr ev1ously mentloned contacts were made to the Drrector of T

Kulper Youth Center m San Bernardmo She was very helpful and'_:_ |

| ‘granted permlssmn to begm the research Of the 18 ]uvenlles that

ﬁf"'were housed at the youth center, the drrector determmed that two"" —

| :;isublects would be the most useful in the research based on the"f"-.»"" o

:_f‘crrterla that were given to her Three months later three more,’f,.;j_ SR

: female ]uvemles were 1nterv1ewed Although 1t was a small sample,;‘ R

R z _' some valuable data was gathered

The 1nterv1ews took place 1n the dn*ectors office and were | 1 .

; scheduled dunng therr class trme, therefore, / a tape recorder was,

‘allowed to complete the mterv1ews more qu1ckly They Were e o

v j_mtervrewed in parrs, w1th the exceptlon of the fifth sub)ect ‘The ﬁrst }' "
e two subjects were an Afncan-Amerlcan and a Latma female They.:;ﬁ o

i appeared to be comfortable wnh each other as they dld not he31tate DR .

e to answer any of the questlons However thi may have some |

». bearmg on the responses they gave The 1nterv1ew questlons began' | .

i in the general format



The begmnmg of the mterwew‘ onsrsted.i-f; of demographlcgi L

s fquestlons such as age famﬂy, school drug use, followed by the most,;z';,:.»::, i

L B) Each mtervrew sessron lasted about an hour each

Durmg the second mtervrew sessron three females were R

¥ ‘1nterv1ewed One was Afrlcan-Amerlcan and the other two were; e

.Latmas The sessrons lasted 45 mmutes to an hour The data S

.-gathered from the mtervrews was much dlfferent from what the

o researcher expected It was expected that the data gathered from : 2

the ]uvemles would be snmlar to the data complled from adult |
S women convrcted of murder | RS | |

Intervrews at CIW were completed 1n two consecutlve days

g begmnmg each mormng from 9 00 a. m to 2 30 p m. Some mmates_

were more socrable therefore, the 1nterv1ews ranged from 20

o mmutes to one hour. The research coordmator came in unannounced. .

et varlous tlmes to verrfy 1f everythmg was progressmg smoothly :
| Furthermore the mtemewmg envrronment was very casual no |
handcuffs nor ofﬁcers were present R N |
| Research Method ot

\ As a researcher one needs to evaluate possrble research
“designs before decrdmg wlnch research method 1s best After -

_surveymg p0331ble methods it was decrded that a case study

; approach would be most approprrate. A case study may bev ', O

: accomphshed ina Varrety of ways. One has the optlon to select self-:
admmrstered questronnarres phone | surveys ' and personal N

o 1nterv1ews

s



___'somethmg whrch was not easrly acce531ble to_i' e researc her. Tof»_.f‘ '
R possrbly achleve a hlgh response rate, the rese]}v ,cher must write @

S ’_‘,‘»1etter of mtent (purpose of the quesuonnalre) and ma11 the‘j R

Self-admrmstered quesnonnalres requlre ':'pt1me and money,f‘,}i‘:.::_‘: o

: Yquestlonnan*e along wrth a self—addressed stamped envelope to the“."ﬁ

et possrble subject If one does not recerve the questlonnalres one._‘

o needs to submlt follow—up mallmgs to the respondents and agaln the _
' researcher must send another se1f~addressed stamped envelope and[- .

~ the questlonnarre if one expects a possrbrhty of rece1v1ng it. Many

L t:nnes the respondent may neglect to complete the questlonnalre;: L

‘because it may be too time consunnng or unclear Oftentlmes a

i | | respondent may be bafﬂed by a questlon which 1s unclear and as a

. result leave the questron unanswered One may also expect'

“incomplete quesuonnan'es for reasons the researcher may not‘”
| ;_accountfor L f " R e f‘ e
A researcher should consrder developmg a study wh1ch w1lli'

: produce an adequate response rate The fact that thrs pro;ect,',

'7;~addressed a very serlous and personal aspect of a woman s llfe'

h ; f,’would probably rnake the respondent very uneasy and possrbly, not ’

" complete the questlonnan'e These are just a few drsadvantages of
i usmg se1f~adm1nrstered quest10nna1res :

Phone survey is another optlon a researcher has to complete a |

e study If thrs is employed 1t 1s difficult to estabhsh trust when G

| mtervrewmg over the phone It is also drfficult to probe. and gam‘ s

e " »confidence in each 1nd1v1dual Conductmg phone mtemews glves the DA v’

s 'researcher lesser ﬂex1b1hty when notmg the responses In face- to—'

T .face 1nterv1ews a respondent may slow down and contmue when R



_ the mter\newer has completed wrxtmg This 1s obvrously not feasible
during a phone interview. Addltlonally, one may obstruct the course
of the interview if one keeps 1nterrupt1ng the _respondent. After
‘exanﬁningvthese two methods of case study, it was concluded that
face-to-face interviews would be the best method to complete the
mqulry |
Personal interviews attain a higher response rate than ma11
surveys ’.(Babble, 1989). In mtemews, one eliminates incomplete
questionnaires, and unanswered questions by clarifying anything
- which seems unclear vto the respondent. As an interviewer, one is
allowed to observe the race of the individual as well as their
.denileanor s.uch as noting 'h‘ostility or lying, som‘ething which is not
| acce551ble in mail questlonnaures or phone surveys In face-to-face
interviews, one can probe for responses which can be used in the
analytical poruon of one's research. This is similar to the
methodologyv outlined by Glaser and Strauss (1967). They proposed
, that one may develop a theory through direct observatlon, a form of
| 1nduct1ve reasoning. Therefore thrs spec1f1c research design allows
- one to develop certain prmc1p1es through direct observation
(interview) of the subject. } |
| Generaliza_bility is an important issue to consider. In the
current study,y limitations were pres,ent because of sample ,si'ze. ‘The
fact that some women felt that they did not have adequate
| representauon in court may have 1mpacted their current position. In
any analy31s, one must be careful when generahzlng For example,
»' many women may have claimed self-defense, but due to poor legal
'representatlon they were found gullty
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CHAPTER FIVE
' Results ‘

R The purpose of the research was to examme why women

"“comrmt murder and the1r perceptrons of 1t Furthermore th1s_

| -'ﬂ,1nqu1ry was done for purposes “of clarlfyrng the 1mage of a

f murderess ThlS research may a1d m dlscermng whether there is a" R

2o ».deﬁmtron of a murderess In order to deﬁne adult female klllers, 1t o 7

was thought necessary to 1nterv1ew female )uvenlle convrcted ofp L

 violent personal offenses. AL . ‘
- The followmg data was compﬂed after 1nterv1ew1ng ﬂve*.’ |
E _]uvemle dehnquents each w111 be referred as sub]ects "A-B," etc T
. Subsequently, the data on 16 women 1ncarcerated for murder w111 bef -
"presented A | ‘ A
‘»‘Juvenlle Parent Data "
| .Who subject was rarsed by ! -
- Of the f1ve glrls that were. 1nterv1ewed "A" grew up w1th her‘»
" 'maternal grandmother "B" was rarsed by her aunt "C" was rarsed by Cie
_ her mother after her parents separated "D" was adopted by a couple |
when she was ten as a result of her mother S death In addition, this
mchvidual d1d not know her brologrcal father i"E" was the only
1nd1v1dual who was ralsed by both parents and whose famrly was
| currently intact. e e ' S
- Age of parents at t1me of sub]ect brrth

- The parents ages at the time of the sub]ect's blrth were: : "A' e

’mother was 18 when she was born the mother of "B" Was 25 whof» .

| marrred her father ‘who was "a httle b1t older i "C's" mother was 25

- "D's" parent was 17_when- the subject’ was born, viand gt parents" aEav



e v;‘pregnancy

were 15 and 16 whom consequently, marrledn’ at the onset of the‘,-i?‘._

liv

”".’Parent educatlon level

SUbleCt N d1d not know her parent's educatlon level | "V;B""'" n jos

. 'mother completed tenth grade and her father graduated from hlghf' e

school "C's" mother acqulred avocatlonal nurse hcense Subject '.D. W

“__‘_‘-‘fmother completed hlgh school and obtamed a weldmg certlﬁcate -

: s"E's" father completed hlgh school and her mother dropped out m?'.: o

- tenth grade

- v,_Parent occupatlon : | R o o
Subject "A" 'd1d not know what her mother d1d for a llvmg "B"f’ ; -

- '_; f_;also d1d not know what her mother d1d her father worked for the: R

nuhtary Both of "C's" parents ‘were currently unemployed D"

e ""’.V"E's" father smoked marljuana g SR

Co J*;‘Parent arrest record

"‘mother owned a hotel "E's" mother is a secretary and her father is.f o

~an executwe for a unlform and llnen busmess s

| '.Parent drug use.

Sub;ect "A" was exposed to her mother s consrstent use of drugs-ff SRR

..f"vsmce she was three Subject "B" was unclear 1f her guardlan used: R »‘

o : P-"drugs but recalled that when she was 11 she was aware of drug use: o

v ;m her home Both of "C’s" parents smoked and contmue to smoke_' NEAUNNS

cL ;maruuana ' nD's" mother 1s a herome addlct and smokes marnuana j. RS L

After questlonlng whether the sub]ect's parents/ guardlans had? i

= | ‘-ever been arrested the followmg was found Subject o A" d1d notj_.}v_i e

[, ;.“know whether her mother was ever arrested or in_ trouble with the

'.f_‘.rlaw She stated that she assumed her mother ‘had "been arrested'j: R




",_’because of her drug addrcuon '.?"Subject "B's" mother was arrested for,_*"f‘v‘-. s

' "under the mﬂuence of drugs and alcohol and for possessron of

| '"'”ﬁrearms " Consequently, she served two years 1n prrson for those AT

charges. | SubJect "C' 3 inother was arrested for faﬂmg to drsclose»-"-""_";.,'_,‘."v-*' o

- X mformatlon to the subject's probatron officer and was m ]arl for fouru

’days "D's" mother was arrested for prostrtutlon possessron for Sale i

;_,counterfemng, and assault w1th a deadly weapon She served mne,jﬁg_- e T

‘never been arrested orin trouble W1th the law

,Juvenrle Slblmg Data Ao et A
| ‘-T‘»Slbhng drug use

They were asked whether therr srbhngs used drugs Subje ct} e -

k'v."A" assumed her brothers used drugs Sub]ect "B" sard that her o

. »sisters have smoked man]uana and her eldest srster has used speed SE

’ Subject "C" sard that all her 31b11ngs smoke maruuana Subject "E", : N

B sa1d that her brother does not use drugs

i Slbhng arrest record

" The sub}ects were asked 1f thelr s1b11ngs were ever in trouble s |

s wrth the law (arrested) and if they served any custody trme for. therr» '

,,,,,,

- crlmes Subject "A" stated that she had twm brothers (13) ‘who were‘, I A :

~in gangs and one srster Sub]ect "B" had three 31sters between the =

" \'ages of 12- 20 and one brother who was ten She d1d not say” :

o ”,~whether they had ever been 1n trouble Subject "C" has a brother | ‘f»f i

(13) who has been arrested for grand theft auto He consequently f e

£ served two days in Juvemle hall Subject "D" has no srblmgs Subject e

| "E" has a 15 year old brother who has shophfted and stolen a blke,, “ . G

but has never been arrestecl or i m trouble wrth the law e



| Juvenil_e ‘."Sub'jec_t' D_a,ta -
The ages of the five sub}ects were: two were 15 years two

. _were 16 and one was 17

Grade Completed/Drop out?
One subject was m ﬁfth grade when she was expelled.
', ’Followrng that her school attendance ﬂuctuated untrl she was put in

placement Subject "B" 'completed mnth grade Sub]ect "c" 'got

o pregnant in the eleventh grade asa result she moved and continued

- , attendmg school Sub;ect "D" also got pregnant but decrded to

_ partlmpate in home study where she completed eleventh grade‘
- Subject "E" dropped out in seventh grade but returned and
‘completed tenth grade

V‘Dlscrphnary school problems | ,

Subject "A" was expelled frorn school 1n ﬁfth grade because she
threatened to stab a harassmg boy Subject "B" was expelled from’
two counties when she was in mnth grade for takrng firearms on
campus. She recalled that she was 11 when she 1n1t1ally took a .357 N
‘magnum to school Subject- "C" often found herself taklng knives to
school fightmg, and was expelled from Cathohc school in the first
grade for falhng to wear the school umform In publlc school she
fought with boys and threw a chair at a teacher ‘When subject "D" -
was in jumor high, she was ‘often dlsruptive in class, fought-, and
| 'damag'ed school property. Subje(:‘t"_‘E" was suspended and EXpelled
from sChool for splttmg on a teacher, fighting and for taking a knife
to school. e | ’l
Physical/Psyc.holog»ical/ Sexual abuse
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Sub]ects were asked whether they were abused phy31cally,~:' [

| psychologrcally, or sexually One sard she was psychologxcally abused. : ’_ '

PR .'by her peers when she was YOunger Another sa1d she had been‘f? PRI

o physmally and psychologrcally abused by her mother She was alsov,-;»

: sexually molested by her uncles when she was seven A thlrd' .
: 'sub]ect sard that her father was physmally abusrve towards her o
Children? | S o
_‘ None of the subjects were marrled but two had chlldren One’f‘ .
\ ,'subject was - 15 when she had a Chlld and another had her baby
' adopted A thlrd subject chose to have an abortlon
Drug use/Alcohol use | . j

‘The sub]ects were asked whether they uSed drugs 1f so, what?
 and if they drank alcohol and how much? )
| Sub]ect : “A" stated she had used every drug, but only
i mentroned "rock, ac1d ‘and cocame " She. also said she drankk

»-anythmg w1th alcohol in it. Subject "B" has used marr)uana ‘and o

' drinks alcohol "c" stated she has used drugs mcludmg, marljuana’ »»

- .»PCP and dnnks about 160 oz. of alcohol everyday wpr has used» |

marr]uana and drmks about 80 oz of alcohol every weekend Sub;ect
--"E" sa1d she has recently experunented wrth speed cocame and -
o man)uana She added that she does not hke alcohol ’

Cause of frrst arrest/Convrctron/Tlme served7

The sub]ects were asked what was the cause for therr 1n1t1a1f~'-’ a

 arrest and 1f they were conv1cted? If so, how much time did they”

fa »serve7 They were addltlonally asked whether they would do 1t agam '

Sub)ect "A" was 1n1txally arrested for possesswn for sale and

~ was placed on house arrest Subsequently, the pohce executed a,

@



l drug ra1d at her home and she served four years for the same S

- charge She was unsure whether she would do 1t agam

Subject "B" was 1n1t1ally arrested for possessron but was not i- .

o convrcted until the fifth time. She stated she has been in placement"; s

o smce then She hopes to stay out of trouble and be successful at'

: j"deahng" by evadlng the law when she 1s released from placement . :‘

) i F"C" Was 1mt1a11y arrested for possessxon for sale and GTA: She was _

o ;»convrcted on those charges and served two months She added thatf ) |

. she would do it agam "for fun and adventure Mo

: Subject "D" was first arrested for GTA kidnap‘ping; and g

e ,endangermg a rmnor She was convrcted and is servrng a nrne month
sentence She sard she would ‘not do it agarn because "the" )

- pumshment was not worth 1t e LR SRR
s Subject "E" Was mrtrally arrested and convrcted for GTA She )
- escaped (AWOL) from juvenile hall and has been "in and out of it for
, the past three years " She advrsed that upon her release she w111 not" ?

~ steal cars because her father purchased one for her and therefore

. "has ‘no need to do s0." She added that if she was in the same' o

: circumstances, she would not do 1t agarn "because there is more to

" - life than steahng cars."

.‘ '\Unlawful acts not arrested for?

| Another questron was whether they had ever done anythrng R

, " else Wthh was unlawful and were not arrested Sub]ect "A C and D"

have been arrested for all the unlawful acts they have commrtted

_Sub]ect "B" was never arrested for a drrve-by shootmg she was

involved in. She_’ added, o | .,never want _.;,to» - frnd out if I killed

\:43: |



- ‘fvsomebody in the drrve-by ! Sub;ect "E" has burglar‘i zed homes, stolen'*' R

" cars, and mugged people for ]ewelry

. f‘Current conv1ction/ Treated fa1r1y7

| They were asked why

e 'whether they felt the Crunmal Justlce System (CJS) teated themf '
| fa1r1y - "

'they were placed at the center andf e

Sub)ect "A" IS servmg tlme for under the mﬂuence in pubhc,_ | S

| ﬁand falhng to appear in court She felt she should only be servmg a Lk R

o six month sentence, _rather than the mne months that she recerved

| ‘"B" 1s servmg extended tlme for escapmg from a detentlon P

L :;:‘__ center and she felt she was treated "farrly, even llghﬂy" g grven her"

o crrmmal hrstory | "C" '1s currently servmg tlrne for an array of -

'._’charges assault and battery, assault on a peace officer gang{;' y o

o afﬁhatlon possesswn for sale, GTA rece1v1ng stolen property, o

| burglary , VlOlatlon of probatron and under the 1nﬂuence she added SO

o \"thrs all happened ina matter of one hour " Although all these'_f*_ R

o crrmes were commttted she felt she should have been releasedi SR

L ,because "my brother drd the same thlng and he was released L

o ',Plans when released?

| Subject | "D" 1 1s servrng trme for endangerlng a mmor : ;" «
o _ktdnapprng, and GTA and felt the CJS d1d not treat her farrly by U

: f‘ gtven s1x months Sub]ect "E" 1s also servmg ttme for GTA but feels: fe

~the CJS "gave me a lot of chances because 1 have been locked up 5

o tlmes They were soft on me by grvmg me only 6 months o L

They were asked what they planned to do upon release R

8 ,';SubJect A sald "I want to ﬁnd a ]ob do well in school and makef o

e e e




| my grandmother proud Iwant to get my‘_"‘ ‘_wgh : hool dlploma " "B" -

- ‘wants to go to school and does not know Whe ,er she will retreat to»;'j::_";l | | |
N i_'.-her gang hfestyle She added "I more than hkely Wlll 28 She also:‘._‘:; -

“wants to get a ]Ob and plans to do what she had been domgi T

(dehnquent' ct1v1ty) but w111 change one aspect "not get arrested W

Sub’e t "C" wants t° earn hef hlgh school dlploma and work at | iy

| '?)uvemle

'l Although she wants to do thlS by the t1me she is 22 .

* she felt she would accomphsh it by not hangmg around her frrends _ -

In sptte of the prevrous statement she sard "I wrll still 80 wrth my R

o frlends if they 1nv1te me to do somethmg lawless "D wants to get L

' her General Educatlon Degree., enroll in the Job Corporatron and takef‘.[ S |

, some vocatlonal classes Sub;ect “E" wants to get her hlgh school‘ P

o ‘drploma and fmd a ]Ob SO she can pay for her car msurance ‘She '~

 plans to change her hfestyle by not assoc1at1ng W1th her gang frlends | 5

o f 'Her parents moved to help her "strarghten out her llfe.“
| ‘Women's L1berat10n e : - " 8 '_ | " e

| e Q_uestrons relatlng to women s hberatlon were asked All five
. ‘subjects felt that a woman s place is not the home Some comments B |
: v. were "Men should stay home and take care of the krds everyone L

‘has equal rlghts 1) | i -

All f1ve felt that women should work Some of the comments'

were: "a woman should work outs1de the home 1f she wants to A o

i woman should not rely on welfare or a male for her sumval Women - “ (S

B should work and not rely on welfare, get an education'"

The f1ve agreed that women should have access to b1rth controlu Ry

" and. abortlon They added "women should have rights to abortlon:‘-;: , B



o ‘if‘_and brrth control 1t's the1r body, If a women 1s not ready to supportff
S v:__‘:}_a chrld she should have an abortlon 1f that's what she wants L

They were also asked do you thmk men have the samed-__: R

responsrblhty to take care of thelr chﬂdren as women have done so,;‘ . o
“in the past7 One stated "men should take care of the klds and

| i‘_':women should work . The other four felt lt was an equal._i‘

e "-Vresponsrbrhty

Another questlon was, after a drvorce do you thmk men should" | |
f Ipay for Chﬂd support7 Four sard they should A ﬁfth sard '"the ';‘ Y

person who makes the most money should pay for Chlld support "
Adult Parent . Data 3 | |

Slxteen women conv1cted of murder were mterwewed at the

| vCahfornra Instrtutlon for Women The mtervrews were conducted by S

o a personal mtervrew durmg a two day process ,{: g,

: Who sub)ect was ralsed by

Eleven sub]ects were rarsed by both parents rﬁfeé‘ sub]ects sl

, ‘f.were not rarsed by both parents One was rarsed by her mother

after the famﬂy was abandoned by her father when she was six. |

LRI Another was rarsed by her mother never meetmg her father ‘A»

thrrd sub]ect was rarsed by both parents unt11 her father s death | ,. :

L when she was three Followmg that she perlodrcally lrved w1th her‘ o

mother 5 S R
2 Two subjects grew up m foster famrhes One was placed in G
- foster care because her mother needed to complete her schoolmg, T
'Subsequently, her maternal grandmother was grven custody Shev .

. grew up behevmg her father dred In reahty, her mother got TR

& pregnant out of wedlock R



e ‘Parent occupatlon/ Educatron level

Subjects were asked what grade therr parents completed and’ S

’ awhat their occupanons were

Subject "A's" father completed srxth grade and worked 1n' S

o construction, Her mother completed hlgh school and was a_: SR

:bookkeeper :

0 anesthettst

Sub)ect "B's" mother completed graduate school and was an. B

Both of "C' r parents completed hrgh school Her mother was a,‘:,;r_’_-_»_f UL

e housewrfe and her father owned a servrce statlon f_ .
Subject "D's" parents completed hlgh school Her mother was a
soc1a1 worker and d1d not know what her father was f'_[: a e

,‘school Her blologtcal father was a "stunt—man " her foster mother ail' IR

o nurse and her foster father was an auto parts dealer

Subject "F" d1d not know what grade her parents completed j o

o 'Her mother was a housewrfe Sub;ect "G" also d1d not know the gradei S

_'her parents completed Her father was a professronal fisherman and - o

B her mother was a housewrfe

Subject "H's" father was rarsed on an Indran reservatlon was" e S

| 'self—taught and eventually worked asa general manager for Royal T

el vCrown Cola Her mother completed erghth grade and was a cake S

-ifdecorator g e TR TR o o |
Sub)ect "I' ", | parent completed lngh school her motherv B
addrtronally completed two years of college Her father was a.
L refmery worker for Shell and her mother worked as a seamstress, a 2
- nurse's aide, and as a college secretary N IR



L vfather was a commercral ﬁsherman L

Both of "J 's" parents completed hlgh school _ ‘Her father worked; e

a for Southern Cahforma Gas Company and her mother was a secre‘f] ry.

Both of "K's" parents acqulred a Bachelor of Arts degree 1n‘i37v ; '-

R busmess admrmstranon Her father owned hlS own busmess and;her s

- v.mother was Heacl Loan Ofﬁcer for Wells Fargo Bank

Sub]ect "L's" mother completed tenth grade and her father‘-_ff ‘; .

i .'_.__».'completed seventh grade Her mother was a housew1fe and her*’.”.;..f:',;,":' i

R - Sub]ect "M's" mother completed jumor hrgh and worked as a-jﬁiv'__i‘f“':j_ KR

| ,secretary Her father recelved hlS teaching credentral and Was:"‘fif.:-. T

- subsequently a school prmcrpal

Sub]ect "N's" father completed hrgh school and she assumed R

that her mother had completed tenth grade Her father was a o

o | mechamc for the army and her mother was a housewrfe

S _.rodeos

73".':1_, :j"_ffather was a mold maker

Both of "O's" }parents completed hrgh school Her mother’_.“ e

_'f' worked for Cahforma Rehablhtanon Center and her father conductedff e

Sub]ect "P' ", r

Ty {""completed nmth grade_ _Her mother was a glass plant packer and her o f__"-’ B

ter CO.T. ?y.Pleted hlgh school and her father L -

In summary four subject's mothers were housewwes Fourﬁ'{




Some sub]ects had problems at home stemmmg from phys1cal : "

| ,sexual and pSYChologlcal abuse Others often felt abandoned

- o fSub)ect "D" sa1d "1t was dlfflcult to hve (m terms of ﬁnance) after my <

'f,‘fgfather abandoned us." She felt her father was responsrble for herf, N
'A-dlfﬁcult childhood. ORI ) 5

i Some sub)ects blamed thelr mother for thelr unhappy . -

:_chrldhood as several were sexually assaulted by famlly ‘members i

- asrde from bemg phy51cally abused Sub]ect "G" claimed her mother |

| attempted t0 murder her "T d1d not look hke any of them. My |

o mother abused me ever smce I was m the Cl‘lb My father physrcally, .

' _psychologlcally, and sexually abused me smce I was a baby " Her,
father continued this behawor untrl he died when she was 14.
Subsequently, her brother contmued molestmg her. "I felt like I did
' not belong in the famrly The abuse was always dlrected towards me

,(she had two- other srbllngs) " Sub]ect K" said, "I had a happy,‘_
' fchrldhood w1th the exceptlon of the 1ncest My brother molested me

‘ and my famrly was in denial. He was also very physmally abusrvel
| towards my other two sisters.” o |
Physrcal and mental abuse seemed to be rampant in some

'homes Five were phy31cally abused five were sexually abused and |

T 4 were psychologlcally abused. Sub]ect "F" sa1d she recerved a lot of 3

. phy51cal and mental abuse from her mother "My mother was |

' abusrve towards me among It's my mom ) fault 1did not have a

‘,good chlldhood " Subject "M" had a very demandmg father who was -

often physmally and mentally abusive towards her " often felt

| :.stupld and I felt I would make him mad sol tr1ed to avoid him. My
srster would also hlde from my father SO she could not anger h1m "



, | »_’Many trmes "M" would stand up to h1m whrch worsened the:"_. e

: | srtuatlon Sub]ect "P“ recalled havmg a happy chlldhood but when .‘ - R

- she was a teenager her mother became psychologxcally and : e

:;PhYSIC&ﬂy abusive towards her. "That is one > of the reasons why I. SR

. marrred so soon."

Four subJects grew up w1th alcohohc parents Sublect nC.. -S ai d -

"my mother was an. alcohohc and I was sexually molested by my \
uncles and by my brother S frlend It As a result the relatlonshlp w1th .

'. her mother was stramed She recalled her chlldhood asa happy one, |

with the exceptlon of the molestatlon 1nc1dents Sub]ect " said her 3

* father was an alcohohc He sexually and physrcally assaulted the

- four chlldren recalling her chlldhood as an unhappy one. Subject "H“‘, -

»sald her father was an alcohohc - She recalled havmg a happy'

childhood because "my father 1av1shed me with material thrngs " She o

~ believed he d1d that because he molested her since she was two She S

also felt her mother partlcrpated as, "she d1d not stop it." Subject "N"‘
- advised that although her mother turned alcohohc after her father S
| death she had a happy chrldhood as her mother never abused her

' Two sub]ects grew up 1n foster care Sub;ect "E" sa1d "it was, o

dlfflcult to estabhsh a relatlonshrp w1th my foster mother because; o |

'she was much older and very. strict. I felt hke an intruder srmply i

| living there for lack of another home Although there was no famlly' ,‘ e

‘v1olence it was enough feelrng lonely " Sub)ect "B" grew up in a'_‘f O

| ,foster family, "even though famrly vrolence was nonrexrstent durmg . j

"”my childhood, I felt very Ionely I felt as 1f I was ina dysfunctronalh A

fam11y I resorted to my pet k1ttens for compamonshrp and -
" fmendshlp " R o :



o ;”jonly thmg that annoyed me was”‘that

Sub]ect “L" recalled :‘havmg a happ and lovmg hﬂdhood "'Thet"'; o

= conservatlve envrronment I was not allowed to date attend partles,f. i

s .,?have sleep~overs 1 felt as 1fI mlssed "I”"‘lot of my teenage years e

was' brought up 1n a Veryf; :

- of the 16 sub)ects four clarme ¢ to have a happy chlldhood ﬁve* Al

| were sexually molested four were psychologlcally abused ﬁve were N

. physrcally abused Four grew up w1th an alcohohc parem:
. Parent arrest e l :

The subjects ere asked 1f elther parent had ever been'f-‘ )

s arrested or in trouble wrth the law Subject "H" sa1d her father was SR

~on probatton for shootmg at peace ofﬁcers and for another 1ssue she‘_ i

BN d1d not d1sclose He was also arrested for beatlng hrs wrfe and for s

| 'shootmg at the sub)ect

e Subject "I" sald her father was arrested for drlvmg under the

influence and assumed that he probably pard a fine. Sub;ect "N" also o

g sald that her mother was arrested for drunk dr1v1ng and was placed 2 s

in county ]arl for an undlsclosed amount of tlme /' PR LR
In summary, two parents were arrested on mrsdemeanor L

charges (drunk charges) another parent was arrested for more

x ser 10118 Cr. 1mes

"Parent drug/Alcohol use ;

Sub)ects were asked if therr parents used any drugs if so, |

: what? and how often? Some parents dred from problems assocrated‘ f'

w1th alcohohsm Sublect "H" sa1d T was not aware that my parents s

used drugs untrl I was 18 My father smoked maruuana and

i eventually dled of alcohollsm My mother used morphme Demerol, B

fand cocarne She later dred of cancer " Subject "I" sard her father“'



o /.,_-".'_»alcohohcs e T
ok :Srbhng trouble w1th law RN

| 5 ,_ dred of comphcatrons assocrated wrth alcohohsm After her father si_}» . | s
e "._‘vf‘»’f:death her mother became an alcohohc and eventually dled of the":_ ST

| same dxsease Subject “N's" rnother also became an. alcohohc after the" 1;v; e
| deathof'N§'faher.
| Sub}ect "C" sard "my mother used uppers and evenmally dred_','ﬂ

o of an overdose " Sub]ect "E" sa1d she was aware that her brologrcal I

"father smoked marljuana, but d1d not know how much or how often. S

In summary four parents used drugs and three parents were:'f‘-fﬂt_;f R S

The subjects were asked whether they had srbhngs who had""f o

';_‘:,ever been in trouble w1th the law and 1f so, what was their,f‘_'ff-r_f,jyf'-

| ‘.}:pumshmenﬂ

_‘llaw Sub)ect "C“ has ,

Some answers may appear msrgnlﬁcant but they w'll_:’i '-be,"" L

| "*‘»,has three srsters and one brother She sard her brother was":ff S

: f-]rebelhous and a runaway, but he never had any trouble w1th the

brothers andv one srster Her brother was,{

L ldrscharged from the servrce because ,he h1t an officer Subject "J,"'“_‘f:;‘-

o ";who has two brothers and one srster also advrsed that her brother"‘; SRR S

The followmg were more senous 1ssues Sub]ect "E" had a

- foster brother who was a Juvemle delmquent and 1s currently

| - ‘F‘;.pnson on burglal'y and drug charges Subject g has one sister. and'}:;-.l' R
two brothers One 1s currently m prrson for burglary, robbery, under : AR
(5 s the mﬂuence and possessron for sale charges Subject N has two:"' e
B o srsters One served county trme for drmkmg ln publrc and for drug : RS




charges She was subsequently arrested for shootlng a male but was ‘.

4‘_.;‘A:u»'found 1nnocent for reason of self defense Subject "P" | has two.;'f;"

'lAdult Subject Data

o _ Grade completed

- brothers and two srsters Her oldest brother was arrested for drunkf T

o drlvmg and the other was m juvemle hall and detentrons centersi
 since he was 16 He has also been in prrson repeatedly throughoutg S

. ’, lns hfe and 1s currently m prxson for burglary and weapons charges

Overall four subjects had srbhngs who were in trouble w1th3 “ li s

v the law or mcarcerated

’.were between 42 49 years

The women were asked 1f they dropped out 1f so. why7 Ten'f‘j," .‘

The women s ages ranged from 26 to 58 years Most women‘lf":“_ "'

58 j'dropped out because ...... two of them got pregnant and then marrred e

: ,One was in eleVenth grade the other was in tenth grade

Flve dropped out and got marned One was 14 a second got o -

e 'marrled when she was 16 two completed eleventh grade and thenffli'_‘]'

marrred Another dropped out because her soon to be husband'.i;j_‘ P

a asked her to do S0, promrsmg her that she wouIel be allowed toﬂ:_ R

. ‘.return to school after they marned

Another woman was "forced to drop out" because she was sent_j’ SRR

"‘»..envn‘onment was very negatlve One female dropped out m thef’_'*’ S

B » ’_nmth grade because she felt she knew more than the teachers She B

o eventually returned to school ﬁve years later ,: S

“ ",;Drscrplmary problems m school e



Frve women had dlscrphnary problems 1n school The extent of o

- thelr problems mcluded sklppmg class unruhness and ﬁghtmg

Two sub}ects were truants One was mvolved in a car acc1dent' .

R -:whlle she was skrppmg class Two subjects often fought wrth boys 1n:

o ‘school Another sa1d because of the med1cat10n she was glven to' |

'» control her welght, she was a very' "excrtable person " She often_"_f,nj
. caused disorder in class and was con31dered a troubled chlld =
: Drug/Alcohol use T | ‘
' Sub)ect "C" adnntted to havmg taken amphetammes, maruuana :

i LSD "uppers and downers" and drank alcohol everyday Sub}ect "E" e

o drank alcohol beyond the soc1al level Subject "G" used herome one: |
tlme a week and drank heavﬂy smce she was 15 Sub]ect W used

marnuana LSD "mushrooms speed and cocame " She drank'

perlodlcally and vonnted w1th elther alcohol or drugs Subject b |

o used vahum and had three drug overdoses She called herself a |

o "weekend drmker " When sub)ect " was 25 she used speed and "

’ _’cocame once a week durmg a s1x month penod Sub]ect "M" would |
either take herome, vallum or secanol everyday between the ages of
| 20 and 29 After ‘her drug use she resorted to drmkmg alcohol ,
Subject npr drank alcohol everyday smce she was 30. | | |
Some subjects s1mp1y found themselves experlmentmg w1th | |
.‘ . e1ther substance Subject "E" expernnented w1th amphetamlnes "
. maruuana, crack and alcohol between 12- 14 years Subject "N" sa1d o

| she used speed and drank occasmnally | R
| Based on the above, seven women drank heavily (consldered '
*»themselves alcohohc) and s1x used drugs extenswely to the pomt of

, addrcuon Two were smply expernnentmg w1th drugs or alcohol
E \54 S



- ,_?them,.v o S R o o | |
' Sub]ects "B and K" both had one abortlon and d1d not have any. SR

- f‘erhtary |
o No one served 1n the mrhtary
Chrldren L .

. The subjects were asked,-whether they had any abortrons or' '5 ‘; R
} chlldren and if so, how oId Were they when they had the1r f1rst Chlld o

| They were also asked to descnbe the relatronshtp wrth them

Subject “A" never had an abortron and she was 17 years old

e ,when she had her first chrld She has a daughter (30) and two sons. el

 who are 27 and 18 She felt she had a very close relatlonshlp wrth, o .

| __'-chlldren Subject "K“ was 16 when she had an abortron A

Sub]ect "C" had one son who 1s 36 when she was 18 and never:‘ | - e

o ‘had an abortron She sa1d her son felt abandoned because of her ; -

o j'drug use.: Smce her unpnsonment the relatlonshrp has 1mproved

Sub;ect "D" had one abortlon and ‘had two sons whom are 24_13- -

L '.and 26 She had her frrst son when she was 23 years oId and has a'_j;v, R

| ' good relatronshlp wrth them L e : -
| Subject "E" never had an abornon and was 15 years oId when :

"f _;""__she had a son who is 11 and a daughter who 1s 9 Due to the - o

, «:murder she comrmtted guardlanshlp was awarded to thelr fraternalf;i'_l‘ G

-grandmother and she does not have a relatlonshlp w1th them

Subject "F" beheved that she had a couple of miscarrlages (et L

o '-’-before she marned Her mother made her dnnk pepper tea, whrch _*‘; ‘
- iflshe beheved mduced the rmscarrrages She had her ﬁrst daughter L

L who is 28 when she was 21 She also had another daughter ‘who 1s o

2\;22 and a son who rs 27 She has a good relatronshlp wrth the"-»_»f



‘"»’,»i"}’oungest chrldren but does not have a relauonshlp w1th her eldest- = |

- ;j_daughter

S :,Wlth her 22 year old daughter who she had at age 20 AT T
Sub]ect "H" had three aboruons havmg her ﬁrst Chlld at 13:-

o years of age She has frve chlldren between the ages of 18 32 andﬁﬂ-" L

Subject "G“ never had an abortron and has a good reIauonshrpj : o

L ‘ has a very close relatlonshrp w1th her three youngest chrldren, as she; o

= 'f.’,dld not rarse the older two ,‘;,,1. e e

Sub]ect "I" had two abortrons before she was 16 years She; ; Y

o -‘:j‘,’also had srx chlldren whom are now between the ages of 32 and 42 -

S fhavmg the first Chlld when she was 16 She felt she was not G

prepared to be a parent and felt that was the cause for not havmg a-i B

! : good relauonshlp wrth her chﬂdren She often spanked them with

Wi strcks and belts and never showed any affectlon Smce her o

5 unpnsonment the relanonshrps have nnproved

Sub}ect "J" d1d not have any abortrons and was 16 years when ‘;"f'

R :she had her frrst chrld She had three daughters whom are 15 12, 1_'.": o

;and 9 and has a very good relauonshrp w1th them They hve wrthf'_ |

: _;thelr maternal grandmother

Sub]ect "L" d1d not have any abortlons and was 26 when she bl

_‘fhad her flrst daughter who 1s 23. She also has another daughter whof“ L

= is 20 and has a very good relauonshrp wrth them

SubJect "M" had one aboruon before her ﬁrst ch11d was born R

< vv‘f She was 18 when she gave brrth to her 26 year old daughter an d also S

B 'has a 25 year old son Thell‘ father took them away when ‘her . » |

daughter was two years and the baby was mne months old



o o ._daughter and her 23 yea‘ old son

Sub]ect "O" has a Very close relattonshlp w1th her 37 year old'_;_-"v't"':"‘ o

F '_fi son and 35 year old daughter She d1d not have any abortxons

Sub)ect "P" had

._.C’poflabortlons One before and after the b1rth‘fi,‘~.; e

E "fiof her 20 year old daughter She was 16 w ! v,'ﬁn_'.‘she had her daughter N

L In summary, etght subjects had one or more abortlons Nlne'r; '{: R

A sa1d they had a good to great relauonshlp w1th thetr children Two:}‘ 7 |

: .~‘st1pulated they dld not have a relatlonsh1p Wlth one or more of thelr:“,v:: i

= chxldren One was not allowed to have a relat10nsh1p w1th her, . ‘f A

chlldren due to the murder she commltted e

e ’Trouble with chlldren

The sub]ects were asked 1f thelr chlldren had any d1sc1p11nary 5‘ |

L problems or trouble W1th the law o

Sub]ect "D" sald both of her sons had dlsc1p11nary problems S

o One was arrested for preservmg maruuana and was on probatloni Jrss

S unnl he turned 21 The other chﬂd was very rebelhous | L
‘ Due to the fact that subject "E" was not allowed to. have contact .

' 'Wlth her chlldren She was not aware of any problems but d1d notﬁ oy
b ﬁthmk her chlldren had any trouble w1th the law, 1 e i
‘ SUbl€Ct "H's" chlldren had dlsc1phnary problems Her secondv.x.f. o

i son was an alcohohc and a drug user Her tWO youngest chlldren ; = |
T were both runaways and had a terrlble dlsllke for authonty figures " o

S .Another son was arrested for drunk drlvmg, and another for’ KRR '



B .. ,;P0ssess1on for sale Although they were arrested they chd not serveff e

. v_any custody trme for the1r cnmes

All of sub]ect "I's" chlldren had dtscrphnary problems When .

her oldest son was young, he hung a dog on a clotheshne, h1d hls_'"'f R

g ’younger Slbhngs from hlS mother to scare her, was mvolved in ﬁghts o

o _, [and molested hlS two srsters I—Ier oldest daughter was also mvolvedv_

o in many fights and formed her own gang She got marrled at 18 and e

| | .because of her herome addrchon she is now HIV posmve

. Her oldest daughter was eventually arrested for assaultmg her-‘“_ T

- srster—ln-law (stabbed her in the throat), robbery (purse snatchmg),
- :and was 1mprisoned for a year Her eldest son had per10d1cally been' -

i in tralmng schools and youth camps and was eventually arrested and _

: 'convrcted for attempted rape, rece1vmg a srx year sentence Another o |

o son was 1n youth camps penodlcally for drug and weapon charges A:.v"‘ R L

» younger daughter has been in CIW two tunes

Although sub)ect "N's" chrldren drd not have any dlsciphnaryv.’_;f ":k» o

| problems, smce her mcarceratron her 27 year old daughter was :

. ‘_’arrested for burglary and served three and a half months 1n county' .

o jad l Her son was arrested for possessron of drugs and served one E—

| ‘f week m county 1a11

Ten subjects sa1d therr chrld(ren) drd not have any dlsc1plmary " :, - 151"

;‘,"iproblems One Chﬂd eventually had problems w1th the law andf_:‘;; : "
- served county tlme Five sub)ects sald one or more of their chlldrenf,*;" L

5 *-'.'fhad trouble wrth the law three elther recelved probauon or served " ‘, B

T | county or state tnne

s ,.-Flrst arrest




The Sle]eCtS were asked what was the cause for thelr ﬁrst‘ - -

B ’al'l'es’t Subject "H" was mlually arrested for possessron for sale and e
“ .',f"l"served 90 days in county ]all Subsequently, she was romantlcally". i T

o . mvolved w1th her counselor who sexually assaulted her five year old‘. o e

| " son Consequently, she pled guilty to 1ncest so that her son would not B
‘-:f‘,.fhaVetogotomal Sl g L L

Some subjects were prevrously arrested for "petty crlrnes "

. ,'\SubJect "I" was arrested 18 years ago for wr1t1ng an 1nsuff1c1ent L

check recelvmg ﬁve years probat.lon and paylng a $1, OOO fme She» |

also stole from her )ob (d1d not drsclose the amount) Although .

}'_:;Sub)ect | "N" s currently serv1ng trme for her first offense she

admitted to purchasmg drugs for other people tax evasron andf .
-drunkdnvmg | St e e | |

" The followmg sub)ects commrtted more - serrous offenses.
| Subject "C" Was 1n1t1ally arrested for smugghng man;uana across the,;f
| border She was placed on probauon and was subsequently arrested‘ |

'for "pubhc drunkenness" '1n Wthh case ~she paid a fine.. She also o

L adrmtted to having been mvolved in prosntutlon, drug dealmg and |

. ;shop—hfted but was never arrested Subject "M" ‘was 1n1t1a11y

- ‘arrested for drug charges and served srx rnonths in county ]a11 She

';was also arrested for hav1ng drug paraphernaha Furthermore she o

’ adrmtted to commrttrng robberles and burglarres when she was on

drugs. O RS RAS .

" | Some sub]ects had crumnal backgrounds as Juvemles Subject 5
g had been arrested for petty theft as a mmor and was in ]uvenlle |

hall regularly She also shopllfted grocerles for her chlldren gettmg’i'
arrested on the thrrd tlme Subject "G" was arrested when she was '
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o 114 for ktdnappmg and served a sentence of ﬁve years 1n Youthf_ o

B "_'Authonty When she was 13 she began commrttmg burglarles byf"_“ | -

steahng food from the v1ct1m's refrrgerators because her mother d1d

not feed her She also stole rmgs and guns whrch she later sold but_» 5

- ‘was never arrested

Crtmmal act1v1ty was not present 1n mne c1rcumstances In two a

events crumnal offenses were petty crtmes such as 1nsuff1c1ent- R

' funds, and tax evasion. Four WOmen had cnmlnal backgrounds prror
to thetr current convrctton. Two began their crunmal act1v1ty as
juveniles. Also two were 1nvolved in either prostltuuon robberles
- and burglartes pl"lOI' to thetr current crrme - '
The Murder | R
- Relattonshrp to the victim | |
The subjects were asked what relauonshlp they had with the E
| vrctlm V1ct1ms of Subjects "A, D, E, ], ’L " Were husbands Thev
‘v1ct1ms of subject "C" were her husband two step-chlldren and a
friend of the children. The v1ct1m of "I" was her "common law
husband" of elght years. Subjects "F G H K O and P's" victims were
‘their boyfnends Sub]ect "B" dld not know the two v1ct1ms "G' |
| , landlord was her v1ct1rn. ‘The victim of "M" was a female compamon
of her "common law husband Y Subjyect 'fN's" v1ct1m ‘was her best’ |
‘fnend i e T s
| SIX vrcttms were husbands, and six- were boyfrtends One
_f ‘subject d1cl not know the two v1ct1ms another ktlled her "common—’ ,
‘ law husband's" lover. Furthermore one victim was. the sub)ect's best '_
friend. There were also three chlldren that were victims of one

| sub]ect



' Clrcumstances of the murder ,
| The followmg are narratives of the c1rcumstances of the
‘murders. These are the explanatlons that were given and should be
mterpreted w1th drscretlon as they may not necessarﬂy be what was

determmed by the courts. o |
| Sub]ect "A" explamed that her husband had a bail bond
busmess and was a drug dealer It was alleged that the murder was

planned The V1ct1m was alleged to have been in sub]ect's office. She

N - feared that her hfe and the life of her chlldren were at stake (for an

- undisclosed reason) and then proceeded to klll her husband The
sub)ect was conwcted of Murder 1 (consplracy to commrt murder) -
She recerved a sentence of 7 years to hfe of Wthh she has served
. e | |
Subject "B's" account isa rather comphcated one A com dealer B
- ‘had asked the subject to locate some people As she was looklng for ». |
- theni she was takmg notes on ‘their Iocahty On the day of the X
"murder she was in the coin dealer s store at whlch t1me a robbery.
-~ was occurrmg She was convrcted of V1car10us L1ab111ty (Murder 1§
- k.‘due to. the notes she had She does not know who krlled the two |
v-v1ct1‘.rns T he sub]ect adv1sed that she felt that the coin dealer "had
E set her up ;e She recelved a sentence of 25 years to hfe of whrch she
~ has served 8 years " o ’
h Sub]ect "C's" intentlons were to commrt su1c1de ‘She took nine
~ pills and lit three cigarettes which she placed on the bed. She
”’;eventually fell asleep and when she awoke, the house was infested |
wrth_ smoke. Her husband, two step—chlldren, and a friend of the
children ‘died of smoke inhalation. She was convicted of three
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. b.-_;_ﬁv-counts of Frrst Degree Murder (Murder I) and 1s servmg a 7 ye ar o e

- f‘.»-hfe sentence, of whrch she has served 16 years

Subject‘ "D" stated that she had been sub]ected to emotlonal o

abuse perpetrated by her husband On the day of the murder he o

- had been abusmg her and she proceeded to call 911. Wh11e wa1tmg7 e

| "I for help, she "snapped" and krlled hxm She also stated that although | |

. she had known him for four years the abuse begun after the ﬁrst";

year of knowing h1m She was convrcted of Murder I and is servrng a

B sentence of 25 years to hfe of wh1ch she has served 2 years

Subject "E" ‘was also exposed to psychological and physrcal e

N abuse along w1th 1mpoverrshment and spousal Jealousy by her;

jhusband They hved 1n remote area where he ﬁnancrally provrded' s

“ for the famlly and “kept the money to hrmself " No one was aware of ) |
| the abuse as he d1d not let her visit anyone |

On the mght of the 1nc1dent two frlends were vrsmng them To»

5 her amazement he began ﬁghtmg with her in front of them A male : o

‘»frrend ‘interceded on her behalf and in the meantrme she took_ | :

o possessron of a knife. Her spouse had taught her how to use it,

,"make sure you use it properly or else the v1ct1m wﬂl take it and use

it agamst you " In the meannme her husband sa1d "see, she wants

us to fight over her." She kept her husband's advrce and proceeded_ -

_vto stab him in the heart She thought he would stab her and asked

| h1m "aren't you gomg to stab me?" | She also wanted to die and she “ S

beheved that things would occur 1n the manner he had told her (the_' .

‘_kother will take the knife and use it agamst you) After she called for - -

help but when it arrrved he was already dead She was conv1cted of i



V’Murder II and is serving a sentence of 16 years to hfe She has
served four years so far. | | :
Subject "F" was living with her boyfriend (separated from her |
husband) who had physxcally and emotlonally abused her in the )
previous three months of the relauonsmp On the day of the murder ‘*‘-
she requested he return some money that he had stolen from her ‘:
She ant1c1pated that he was gorng to leave her because he was-v
packlng his belongmgs When her request was not met she kllled. N
him and was convicted of Murder I. She has served seven years of a
27 year to life sentence. . T
Subject "G" was assaulted by her landlord, who 'wanted to show
her "what a real man was," by at'tempting to rapeher. He began
"touching me all over," 'andshe- proceeded to physicaliy beat h1m to
death ~ She stated "I had already b’een‘raped two times and I was n'ot
gomg to allow it another t1me " She was conv1cted of Murder I and -
- has served 16 years of her seven years to life sentence. "
Sub]ect "H" was gomg to leave her boyfrlend on the day of the |
murder Her boyfrrend was drunk and threatened her that "1f I )
| cannot have you, no one can. "A quarrel ensued and he stated he " |
was going to kﬂl both of them The vrctrm went toward the sub]ect in :
a threatemng manner but, she took possessron of a gun and kllled
him. She was convicted of Murder I and is servmg a sentence of 25
years to life, of whxch she has served seven years '
| Subject "I" had been living wrth her phy31cally and emotlonally
abusive boyfriend of elght years. She decrded ‘to confront her |
boyfrrend about his mfrdelrty, at his glrlfnend's home, whov
consented to it. He became enraged because she. deﬁed hlm_ and
63



S l.her 15 years to hfe sentence e




Subjecf “L" hved w1th her emotlonally abusrve, and CUﬁtroll"**[g et

"’\ .husband She learned to take control of her own lrfe as a result o ‘f: g SN

| her Al—Onon partrcrpatlon Her husband felt threatened ancl he ‘;:24::‘_55" 5

! '__;threatened her many trmes that he would krll her ancl her parents SOPEIN

o and would ktdnap therr chrldren She often wanted to ieave but her‘- e

| chrldren kept her from leavmg

The sub)ect Iater fell in’ love wrth an employee of therr store 7“:»-}

: .He advrsed her to hrre a "hrt man by Wthh she drd not agree Wrth On B

| the day the murder was to occur she called her husband to advrsef ”

'hrm of it. When the phone call was made "the hrt—man answered L

, and stated 1t was too late X She was convrcted of Murder I and is S

| Seerﬂg a sentence of life rmprrsonment wrthout the possrbrhty of T

L parole plus six years (murder for hrre)

Subject “M" was separated from her boyfrrend of frve years S

' ,On the day of the murder the subject confronted the vrctrm (who E

- had been 1nterven1ng 1n therr relatlonshlp) at the home that thef :"_‘?‘

| subject and boyfrrend shared ‘She had been alcohohc srnce the.f

e »fseparatron from her boyfrrend The subject and the other woman

! began quarrehng and she only recalled the stabbmg She was ‘

" ' convrcted of Murder II and has served 11 years of her 15 years to |

 life sentence L

Sub}ect "N's” home was burglarlzed and she beheved she knew‘., R

| ‘who was respon51ble The subject took a gun to her grrlfrlend's home ’_

K (where assumed' "thlet" was staylng at) for lntlmldatron purposes e

e ,Her female frlend and "presumed thlef" were in bed and the sub]ect o

~accused her best friend of bemg a th1ef shootmg two bullets into the - - e

o v"ground The Vrctrm s srster 1ntervened and in domg so she pushed‘ g



L '_the subject

- , -Vstated "I d1d not hav‘ int 5y
~*ﬂof Murder II and 1s se ‘-,»

| ;she has served 5 years

N SUbJECt "O" was datmg a man who owned many weapons and:,l‘j‘f* P

| “_was often speakmg about death He was very Jealous and often .f s

stated "IfI cannot have you no one can " On the day of the 1nc1dent S

- they were vrsrtmg the subject's parents T he V1ct1m was drunk and

':»fell asleep The subject went to see 1f he was all rrght and no tlced G

ﬂaat three guns were by hrs 31de He awoke and sald "1t 1s tlme "

| jThey both reached for a gun and she shot ﬁrst She was convrcted of'l,

. Murder I and is servmg a 25 year to hfe sentence, of whrch she has | : o

served nme months

Sub)ect "P" was separated from her abuswe husband and began e

datmg a man who had 1n1t1ally adv1sed her o get out of the

relatlonshlp He was: also Very abusrve On the mght of the 1nc1dent % f\? i

she called the pohce who conducted 1mmed1ate "counsehng" and

- ‘made h1m leave She adv13ed the polrce that he had several guns,"

but they 31mply adwsed her to leave Her boyfrlend returned and,".v N

she chose o leave They struggled and then he proceeded to glve”‘ e |

o {»her a rose. She 1mmed1ately thought that he was trylng to reconcﬂev: ey

: but when they reached thelr home he began to beat her She tOOk"'V*[."/;:7"1’ﬁf N

| | possessmn of a gun and shot h1m in the buttocks ‘He bled to death‘

before help arrrved She was conv1cted of Murder I and recelved a“i?}“‘g;.} :g.,j_

‘.f‘sentence of 25 years to hfe of Wthh she has served f1ve years She‘vf‘i’-:‘. B

was convicted of Murder I because it was premedltated reason T

“belng, the pohce had prevrously adwsed her to leave



: .‘-would they proceed m the same manner and what they felt about e

- the crlme Thelr responses varted accordmg to the c1rcumstance

Subject "A"f sard she would not do 1t agam and would do'

'f*_anythmg to turn t1me back

Subject "B" sa1d she would not do 1t agaln She stated that she _'

r was not b1tter about the murder but_ ,‘.is upset about the Crlmlnal.‘f,;,f_;_;f‘. S

| Justlce System (CJS)

Subject "C" sa1d "I would never attempt th1s agam or try tol';};f o

comnnt su1c1de f She felt devastated about the murders she S

o commltted as well as extremely gurlty

SubJect "D" sa1d "1t lS hard to say whether I would do thlS agam" : /? .

under the same c1rcumstances A and was sorry the murder occurred

Sub]ect "E" sald she would never do 1t agam "1t was mmd' L

| "/ffblowmg "' She also added 0 1t was hard to beheve At first I was.

\angry, was gomg through demal and was very su1c1da1 e She felt shef'l . |

| was never glven an opportumty to deal w1th h15 death "1 d1d not getv e

P to attend hlS funeral " She also felt badly because she has not been a i

| "’_parent to her chrldren, wh1ch is her blggest loss She w1shed her:‘.\-‘ S

, husband left her before the murder happened that way she would% g

| not have kllled hrm T



Subject "F" sa1d she would not do 1t agam She felt she 1ost'a TR

everythmg, her hfe famrly, home car and money She added that*» : "
[ she does not hke the 1dea that she kxlled her boyfrlend and w1shed it L

: . never happened She 1s stlll 1n demal and cannot beheve her"'}_; o

- ', '_boyfrrend 1s dead

Subject "G" sa1d 1f she was in the same crrcumstance she wouldf,, :

"klll her aggressor "v She was really surprlsed by her landlords‘_f‘ o

e behav1or "he was a nice guy el :

Sub]ect "H" sa1d "1f I was 1n the same 51tuat10n I would not.i»"f_;_i} S

K 'want to do that " but she was glad she surv1ved marnly for her kldS o R

‘She added "1 would glve anythlng 1f it could have ended in another_v e

g '\way, but the abuse had been gomg on for 18 months " 9 s

- Subject 0 sald "I would not do it agaln because I would havej‘ !

1 to live w1th the gullt for the rest of my hfe " She felt very gullty and“ S

she w1shed she was the person she 1s now when that occurred

,‘ Sub]ect "J" sard "1f my life was 1n danger 1 would do it agaln "'tf’k EER
‘L She felt very guilty and bad for takmg a life, "but I had no other”vrg

choice, 1t was either my hfe or h1s s | |
| Subject "K" sa1d "that was a traglc thlng that happened in myl L

1hfe and I would not do it agaln No one hstened to me, and when‘i“" .

- they found out they offered me help, but I d1d not take it. I am af " " ;

drfferent person now meo

Subject "L sald "I would never thmk of domg th1s (hmng a i T

| hlt—man) as I never d1d " She does not feel responS1ble for the“‘_*fj " |

murder because she d1d not plan 1t T g e




o l kllled her flrst

Sub;ect ' "M" sa1

iand d1d not want to see her boyfr1end[§d1e _ T S
She did not. thlnkf,tf;-' i

- Sub]ect "P" sald she would never « }o _'1t agam | ¥
_1shes he would have?ii ety

| ) 'that she would ever do that S“metlmes she

Eleven women sa1d they would not do 1t agaln 1f they were A
~ faced W1th a 31m11ar srtuatlon Three women sa1d if thetr llfe was 1n : :1' i
‘]danger they would k111 In addltlon two women dld not know‘.‘ ;;’_"1 e
" whether they would do 1t agaln Also 13 women mentloned feehngs i

| f remorse whlle one of them had no feehngs of guﬂt

i ,‘Feehngs about the Cr1m1nal Justrce System (CJS)

L | The sub]ects were asked 1f they thought the CJS treated them-fﬂ e
Subject "A" ‘sald she accepted full respon31b111ty for what she' e

 did. She also added that she does not blame her parents for what S

'f’she d1d "that excuse 1s used too often W R e T e




S psycho troprc drugs

:,"""and I was never allowed to plea bargaln I was also drugged durrng‘{
:.”:"mytnal" | ' SRR LN .

o Woman Syndrome was not allowed
| SubJect "G" sald she d1d noti e

B Sub]ect "H" felt she d1d not have a a1r"‘tr1a1 because she wa
"drugged" Whrle she test1f1ed R

Subject "I" sa1d "'I was raped by . was never glvenf“?-"-fﬁ.fA ‘

"V'Mrranda rlghts and thelcou f ;used a statement I made Wthh shouldf

not have been allowed In_" addmon my lawye mampulated my

statement They d1smlssed. my wrtnesses and vthe Battered Woman:,; |

i Syndrome was not allowed There was an 1llegal search of my homev'ys Lo

| Sub’e“ | "J" sa1d the CJS should have conwcted her of i
L _manslaughter, not Murder II ' SRR S




‘crrcumstances of her relatronshrp were adrmttecl nor ‘was the i

'“-Battered Woman Syndrome allowed She felt "the system 1s the plts,‘_f 8 e

: and money talks " She added "women are dlsadvantaged because_

j.they are not aware ofthe law gL e L
Sub]ect "M" felt the CJS treated her farrly

: Subject "N" felt the CJS did not g1ve her a falr tr1al "The court" ORI T

C dld not hear all evrdence (it was w1thhe1d) and other eyewrtnesses.f;‘- .

B 'drd not testlfy i She added "I was drugged durlng my trlal " G
i Sub]ect "O“ felt she had an unfalr trral Her first lawyer d1ed 1n" 5

a car accrdent and felt her new lawyer d1d not have enough trme to”‘f..ﬁ o

prepare for the case

Sub]ect "P" felt she d1d not have a falr tr1al "My" Iawyerwas : ‘_ NS

| terrrble ‘and I was drugged whrle on trlal " T estlmony was not‘ " AR

,allowed from nurses or pohce offlcers that treated her when she was

e beaten

Based on the above one drscerns that varlous statement were o BE

: repeated Overall only three women felt they had a fa1r tr1a1 e

2 Thirteen women felt the CJS dld not g1ve them a fa1r trlal F1v_e"-’

S st1pulated that they were drugged durmg thelr tr1al

:"-“Plans when released

The sub]ects were asked what therr plans were upon release H 5

o They were also asked 1f they would change the1r previous hfestyle ln'_"f:"f:'_' s X




o : She would not adwse other women to do what she dld

. _any manner and whether they would encourage other women, who IR

'were in the same 31tuat10n, to do what they d1d S L
Sub]ect "A" hopes to acqulre a clencal or word processmg )ob{’ .

| 'when she is released as she has Iearned the sk111 smce 1n pnson She}

| f‘stated "T never want to wr1te another bond agam " She added to:-:’vji“’:'{‘ -

._ succeed she w111 not assocrate w1th the same people she frequented i

L before she went to prrson Regardmg the murder she sard "1t 1s a,» - o

]udgment call the murder could have been prevented R e e

Subject "B" had the de31re to adopt' "a prlson pro;ect for the.’ e

'jCahforma Instltute for Women and make leglslators hsten to her " o

o '-'She wanted to let them know the Cahforma Department of -

| Correctlons absorbed a lot of money for no worthy purpose "Women |

i ‘-who are here for murder do not beIong 1n here It was a one shot;:if”f

' -deal " When she is released she plans to cherlsh hfe People wrth -

. freedom take hfe for grantecl such as havmg a pet grocery shoppmg’_.’f i R

She commented "I should have known somethmg bad was},fj‘ f BESE

,\gomg tO happen when I got mvolved w1th the coin dealer "1,"‘ A

- Therefore she feels that other women would have known and would o ‘f‘.l -

B .‘percelve to get out of the 31tuat10n

Sub]ect o wants to work for a pnson fellowshlp/ mmlstry andf. R

- “get a job through a temporary agenc _»

 family, sty out of romantlc relatlonshlps.' and cease takmg drugs

. She plans to live with her-_:.fif’_;

 Subject "l" wants to work 1f she is able to as well as llve'ln»vfff, e

1‘ 'Flonda, rather than Cahforma She would definltely not encourage_,‘?'.ff._. " .

B ‘« _ other S to do to what she d1d



Sub]ect "E" plans to acqurre work through a temporary agency PR

o and eventually work as a legal a331stant for a law ofﬁce She plans to~ | o

o go to. college and acqulre her law degree When she. is released she -

S ‘wants to be a mother for her chrldren and would not encourage other ERER

o 'women to do what she d1d "not the way thmgs are now™ o oo

SUbJECt "F" wants to work helpmg other people. | She plans to}“":‘,:-"_f S

| *_“change her hfestyle by no: ettmg_

i "'dld because "there is too much to lose,, S ra i

f.,other man_vm her hfe :‘and by'_,v

women to do what she'y S e

Sub]ect "G" has a umque dream She plans to buy a ranch and ¥ o

s teach grrls how to do thmgs men usually do such as, repalr hOUSes IR

j' and vehlcles She wants to teach glrls how to become mdependent f IR

° ‘_.human bemgs and plans o change her hfestyle by becommg af_ 3Ty

: productlve human bemg "Women lose their rrghts, drgmty, and» S

' 'sense of self-worth when they commlt a murder, and is why theyj L

: should not do 1t "

Sub)ect "H" has a vetermarlan techn1c1an hcense and wants tof'

:use 1t when she is released She would not advrse others to do what

| _;she d1d Rather "save your hfe and act conscrentlously, not on"
o 1nst1nct."‘.~ o ‘ il | |

~ Subject "I" wants to emoy hfe when she is released She also IR

wants to get her soc1al sc1ence degree and help chrldren read She f:,-' -

| plans w© change her hfe by usmg Some skﬂls she has learned 1n‘.5'1»',»j R

prlson such as busmess educauon word processmg and legal

) transcrlblng She would adwse other women 1n the same 31tuat10n to " - S

"get the hell out, run and dontlook back "o '; S



 and 1nv1te them to her hOme A

s “"v-smce her husband d1d not allow her to be herself # EACE pan o
55 Sub;ect g plans to acqurre her ]vGeneral _ .ucatlon Degree _‘

‘ -dren__v She added thatfi-f i

d WIth '

'1'-_1]who has been very supportlve and plans to stay wrth hlm She__"}'_ :

""'_when she is released and wants work w1th,c’?

_since she has been in prlSOH she has rec . rthusband/;_,__

added "murderls notthe answern G e R BT L
L | When SubJECt . "L" “ ls released she wants to sp01l heri‘\

o 'tgrandchlldren manage a store and work wrth batterecl women If"‘: L

| ‘.she had a ch01ce of hvmg the way she hved before (beaUtlful hOuse . o

: "‘car anythrng a wornen could want) she would rather hve in a shack e e

9 She added that she would tell domestlc v1olence V1ct1ms to "get out o g s

‘ Sub]ect "M" Wants to go to a commumty college take computer' S
courses and eventually work 1n radrology She also wants to win her B : e N

family back She would advxse other women who are beaten or f e

e ’cheated on to s1mply leave the man

o fh‘advrse other women to "throw rocks at pohce offlcer s houses to get?‘l
K ) "‘:took place 1n her house

S ;ﬂplans to 11ve 1n the same Ilfestyle she was hvmg 1n pnor tov ..thef

Subject "N" Wants to do research on battered women who are - i
‘-1mprrsoned as well as work wrth them She feels that because she;‘j?ﬁ_‘ :

- Z\has matured 1n prrson 1t w111 help her change her hfe She wouldi.f. s T

:therr attentron n because they drd not help her w1th the burglary thatﬂj

Sub]ect "O" wants to work at a ranch when she 15 release,




';.7=;go to the beach and buy;_; her own grocerles and plans {to change

- _fj' hfestyle by not drlnkmg anymore saymg, "there is too much’ 'g.
- :,' ':'mvolved (m comnnttmg a murder) and it cannot be remedred o
| | In summary, three women wanted to frncl a )ob four hope,
E : ‘fmd a ]ob and contlnue thelr educatlon Two women want to work 1n
i *the legal ﬁeld One wants to reach leglslators on behalf of women BE 3;;}

rmprlsoned for klllmg m self defense F1ve want to contmuel;-} i

) | '-‘_-worktngf-’ ‘w1thk battered women, and two deflmtely do not want« L j; e

- anythmg to. do w1th romantlc relatlons_vlps R :

Although none of the women would encourage or advrse otherf};_ - T

L ’_,,women to klll 1f they were m srmllar c1rcumstances only 14 flrmly.ﬂq‘j:i L i

o _sa1d they would not Two were uncertam but would not adnnt} SR :

i adwsmg them to kill, -

| “'_:‘Womens leeratlon ety XU S ol LT
As w1th the female ]uvemle dehnquents the adult women were" sy SR
questloned about 1ssues concermng women s hberatlon The ﬁrst*f‘ R

questlon was do you thlnk a woman s place 1s the home7

e '-"Some of the comments were as follows. e

o ‘v"-"Women should be where they feel most comfortable." (Subject "A") Jae

’fAnother sa1d 1n a laughmg manner "women should be at home and S

. ~in the senate L (B)

b "Women should work if they want to " (C)

i .'*-"If a woman chooses to be at home that 1s her prerogattve " (E)



o : trouble (lack of female employment). ,(M)

o : -'?her concern about chlldren sufferlng 1f thelr mothers workec

,,_‘;”"Women shoulcl work that 1s - the »eason whl“ f";the're 1s so much :

No one sa1d women shouId not work although one ex1

i ’were forthnght and sald:’women should work Most agre(

- Iwomen should work

The next questlon was do you thmk womf_‘

o (_"A woman should work because 1t boost, her self-esteem ,.:.;(K)f.l e

:1 Ten. o

should have rlghts A

Do fto use b1rth control or have access to‘, abortlons7 These weret the Soh

e results

__"Abortron is 'a matter,fou ch01ce and ’omen shoulv '_Ihave ac

"A woman should not have rlghts to» Avn :abortlon and her 1
o 1-b1rth control should be to close her legs . (F) S

ceSS to

orr‘_f_n‘ of




. :_'"There are pros and cons»to'the 1ssue of abortlon The 1dea t

- '?_ _fme but 1t 1s the woman s body " (1)

o "They should have access to b1rth control notabortlon (M)

Thlrteen sa1d women should have access to blrth contt ol and

S abortron Two sa1d they should not have rtghts to abortrons onef

- 'saylng they should have r1ghts to b1rth control and the other saymgf = ’r':‘}f‘y“f 5

, "they should close thelr legs - One was unsure about abortlons,. SR

They were also asked 1f men have the same responsrbtlity to-, R

: take care for thelr chlldren as women have done 1n the past fFlfteenv.’-?_ in

| 'sub]ects sa1d men have an equal respon31b111ty to take care of thelrj -
s chlldren Subject "F" sa1d ' "they help make them they should have:f

o .ithe same amount of respons1b1hty, - and subject "I" sard "1f a male

helps make a chrld then he should help ra1$e 1t " Sub]ect "H",; h ‘1

expressed concern about men rarsing chlldren "I do not thmk men,, S

:;are capable of nurturmg chlldren I

The last quest10n concernmg women s hberatlon was, after A

o d1vorce, do you thmk men should pay for Chlld support7 L [‘f‘{* T

Twelve women agreed that men should pay for chrld support ‘_" e

after a d1vorce Subject - sa1d "men should pay for ch11d supportf~ . ,j |

. after a dlvorce but they should not take aIl thelr money W E L

Three subjects thought about the c1rcumstances of both parttes ke

: jSub]ect "L" ‘sald "1f the father has not had a relatlonshlp w1th the.},, vf

‘child, then the mother should assume full respon51b111ty "S Ubject O e

. ~"sa1d "if men are in a posmon to do so, then they should pay for Chlld; v? :"'Ej O A

- support." - Subject "E" sa1d "depends on the c1rcumstances| of the : G

‘male. Many times men get the raw deal when 1t comes :t[f ch d _'::f"[",:"ﬁ‘i'i"-% o

support # Sub]ect "K" was ‘the only one that sald "1t is an ‘,qualf;- ‘_ |



"responsibility. Women should depend on themselvés for

subsistence."
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e )uvemles tn addrtron to the crrcumstances of the murder

11 adult women were

Oni_: Slte ey |

" ‘{were 1nterv1ewed They were asked the ame questrons as | the S

- ""Response Srgmflcance

Based on the S“bJeCt'S 1’ eSPOnses only one of ﬁve , ;}uvemle T

o ':';"ﬂ? females was ralsed by both parents w1th an mtact famrly Whereas SRR

both parents One Juvemle was.‘f]v e

-~ ralsed by her matern_j zgrandmother and another by an aunt‘ i

;Although the sample was qu1te small for ]uvemle dellnquenfts one‘i:*f»"i":.f.m? i

"‘may drscern that currently, many 1uven1le dellnquents come fromff?flf‘; k

broken homes where the father flgure 1s v1rtually 1nv131ble In 1988 e SRS

. 'Van VOOI'IS et al found that dehnquency does exrst between' status R

o offenses and broken homes The research also mdrcates_that most.

- juvemle glrls are arrested for staj s offenses suchas runnmg away,}»,.::_;,;,;3.‘,‘{_-," B

"_.,‘f;truancy, or. 1ncorr1g1b111ty ”':iChesney—L" :\d.'.& Randa L, ]

o ;_studres have been conducted to dlscern whether bexng ralsed m a‘(_f"f’- B

| broken home 1s a factor contrrbutmg toward ]uve -‘-’ e'delmquerticy
| Desplte all the studles' 1

Extensive

g__at ttempt to 'demonstrate that S

| 1985) These factors may_:v clud i”‘arental control famﬂy ;ylolence, or S Y




i v'j*_fidelmquents in thlS study

..,peer assoc1at10ns Thrs may have, : vbeen ?true for the- » Juven" 0

d b

On the other hand Canter (1982) found that youths from»».

L "f ‘broken homes engage m srgmfrcantly more delmquent acts thanvfé'.;/ R

. B .jyouths from 1ntact homes Furthermore, Wells and '_’f]f'_v,g (1991)75',,.,:

" T-:found in a meta—analy51s that a correlatlon between broken thomes o

it

o 'and ]uvemle dehnquency was stronger for mmor forms of )uvemlef-f ":_:iv-_ SOt

.mrsconduct status offenses and weakest for serrous forms of

= ”crrmmal behavror such as theft and 1nterpersonal vmlence Th1s S

I demonstrates that some researchers are flndlng that broken homes :

o do have a notable effect on dehnquency However broken homes ,‘ o

"_and dehnquency remams puzzhng due to the contrary findlngs in -

current hteraturel S T T ,15:,; VT e [ T f,, L

In addltlon to broken homes some sub)ects had httle contactjy ‘:,

5 ‘_,.w1th the1r fathers or d1d not know them at all One ]uvenlle and one L A

|

' adult female d1d not know who the1r blologlcal fathers, were :«f I

Another adult grew up behevmg her father d1ed Her moth!er had oy

lactually become pregnant out of wedlock In homes hke these,v "meni o

j hardly eXISt Or ‘they exist as occasronal mtruders in- the famrlyj]‘-;:‘_‘ S

' (Konopka 1966) 4 Data concermng dehnquent women has found that e

| fathers are often 1neff1c1ent 1rregular workers who could bare'ly #

| | ‘support thelr famlhes (Adler & Slmon 1979)

A factor that may have 1mpacted the majorlty of 1ntact homes

of adult women (68%) when they were growmg up, as compared w1th | B

the juvemle counterparts, is that of a generatron gap Thrrtv Year & ‘;; L

- ago the fam1ly was more stable than 1t is today That may be a

~_.reason for the dlfference found 1n thlS study between )uv.enlle L
o ot | "8’2‘,,_ L AT




v“. delmquents and adult women when fam11y Composmlonj--fisf;-?-_-v_:"'f",‘
v"'consrdered e e : 2 = i RN

The educannal attamment of the parent's of ]uvemles:-:_;was*_ ; S

= 'vn'tually very low Only one had gone beyond the hlgh school leVel SR |

o COnsequently, two of them dld‘ .not know what thelr mothers dld fora »_»: %

R living, as they were not ralse _:by e1ther blologlcal parent Another v;:jv S

B sub)ect sald ,that both of her parents were currently unemployed 'jfl

| "'f_execuuve for a busmess Adler and Srmon (1979)ﬁc1ted a study of‘,t > o

o 1'500 dehnquent women conducted by leanor and Sheldon Glueck

o ",mentahty and 1n a large measure 1111terate :._"..r.',ﬁ e

dic ated that parents of dehnquent women were Ff low EO T

The educatlonal leveli--_lv"and occupauons of the adult women s?’ R o

|

| parents were a httle mo' » enlis htenmg' Four of the parents

None of the adu

e "_,,_'Jobs

. ._.,women

s ‘»."’]uvemles were all exposed to drug use by _‘._ : /guar t s at

aqqurred - o

o '.unemployment was v1rtually non—exrstent in famrhes ’of : adultl"'.»‘l”,«;‘1"‘13 e

Parent drug abuse and arrest records were als"""'explored The L



“-a young age, some as young as three years One subject recalled "I

remember my mother heatmg the drug on a spoon ever smce I was SET

) -f”vfour " A qurte dlfferent env1ronmen_ was exposed to adult women,\"; R - |
o Drug use by parents of adult women was very mmor Ollly ﬁve»_‘_: o |

jsubjects adv1sed that the1r parents elther used drugs or drank i

~ heavily. Three parents d1ed from comphcatrons assoc1ate". with

. .,been arrested

, ""f:alcohohsm One mother d1ed of a drug overdose Adler.\,_. n
(1979) reported that drug dependency wrthm dehnquent famﬂ 1es’f' has B

o mcreased Famlhes in wh1ch alcohohsm or another type of substaﬁ'céf - e

; "‘;dependency is. exercrsed in a farmly, creates an enwronment where ST

N ""'u’other members of the family are very hkely to use_g drugs or alcohol :‘;‘”l: e

- Toisl S“bseq“enﬂ”be discussed if this holds true for the present

_“sample

Arrest records of the .)uvenlle s parents were consxd erable. A

»Three adv1sed that thelr mothers had been arrested One mother_’:_" L

| was arrested for a petty ct arge fa 1ng. to dlsclose mformauon about‘]* T

the mmor to a probatlon officer Another was arrested for drug S
L ‘charges and possess1on of firearms More senous arrests con31sted of '-_ B | :
i:prostltutlon possessron for sale counterfe1t and assault wrth g af.f j | -
deadly weapon These charges were 1mposed to the mother | who o
_owned a hotel. ~ She was usmg 1t as a brothel and for drug;.f B

% dlssemlnatlon One subject who was not ralsed by her mother feIt - | 7:. -

that her mother had probably been arrested because of her drug”";”‘* FEO

",,""f_'_addlcuon If one recalls, most of the ]uvemles d1d not have A father B

| 'ﬁgure consequently, they d1d not know 1f thelr fathers had ever S




S as seen w1th the present }uvemle sample are exhlbrted Rosenbaum :f'.

| Arrest records for the adult women S parents were 31gn1f1cantl'
N lower One sub]ect d1sclosed that her father was placed on probatlonu,;
Vfor shootmg at peace officers beatlng hlS w1fe and for shootmg at thefj_ e

subject Two other parents were arrested for drlvmg uno er,_the -

'»_fmﬂuence Although arrests rates for parents 'of adult women Wer‘e'_i

o shght research mdlcates that crlmmahty w1th1n 'dehnquent famlhes, Therien

I ‘(1989) found that parental crlnnnal,‘_actmty ranged from farrly mmor Sl

- _’i‘_offenses to serlous v1olent offenses_ n a study of female cnmmahty S

Many of the offenses were for narcotlcs or welfare v1olat10n Sheﬁ‘;f‘:l

B ;ﬂ._.;, o led them 10 produce:: assault

g addltlonally found that about 30% of known blrth parents had Serve d.’"i -

v:‘::*‘tlme in state prlson Fathers were often mvolved wrth alcohol whlch:;;f? S

(Rosenbaum;1989) We learn tha {_tw,_ parents __ vfff:adul women were".i‘;:f_;'[j_‘j

| ’1‘ '_ ;:__-vf‘.arrestecl for drrvmg under 'the 1nﬂuence charges The Juvemle SR

s not addrcted toa controlled substance they are mtroduced to them"r:} .

Pollack (1950) stated that

'k ”“._»V”parental cr1m1na11ty hrghly mﬂuences thelr offsprmg s dehnquen_

o therefore creatlng a dehnquent atmosphere for thelr chlldrev

Juvenlle sub;ects answered questmns concernmg slblmg drug R

use. Three Juvemles asse":“,‘ ed that therr srb ings had used drugs and A

S« fone of them assumed it. Adler and Sunon (1979) c1ted a study in i

- 'Wthh 40% /of a sample of dehnquent women had a close relatrve who: < R

o abused drugs, usually a parent oraa E "bllng Furthermore, 1f a woman o A

o by another famﬂy member and thus encouraged to abuse themf;‘i”f".. "; L

",i"i':(Adler & Snnon 1979),;: : _'ue to famﬂy enwronment 1t may become{f].j

= very d1ff1cult to avold .

‘smg drugs because usually




| gmtroduced to them by an older famtly member'. One sub)e( t Who o Y

»had a full brother and several half brothers and srsters mdrcated pE

3 ~that all her 31b11ngs smoked maruuana Consequently, before her_f,f

\_arrest she was usmg PCP maruuana and was drmklng a Tot. R 5

- Whereas a subject who had a younger brother sald that he drd notl‘v_}v' "

_ use drugs She further admrtted experrmentmg w1th drugs

Slbhng trouble w1th the law and arrests were also present S |

within the famlhes One Juvemle sald that her 13 year old l!)ro ther =

: had been arrested for GTA (grand theft auto) and had served two

~days in ]uvemle hall The sub)ect w1th the younger brother advrsed; R

that he had shophfted but had never been arrested Another sub]ect ‘}

‘had 13 year old twin brothers who were 1n gangs e %

Adult women had siblings who had also been in trouble w1th .

the law or had been prev1ous1y arrested These responses may seem

| awkward and should be 1nterpreted w1th drscretlon Subject "I" has

a srbhng who is currently nnprlsoned for burglary, robbery,l under

the 1nﬂuence and possessmn for sale Sub]ect “N“ has a 51ster who

, served county t1me for drmkmg in pubhc and for drug charges She "? o .

‘ also said that the aforementtoned srster was found 1nnocent from §

| shootmg at a male for reasons of self—defense Subject "pr has two |

| brothers who also encountered some troubles Her older brother was; |

_"’arrested for drunk dr1vmg Another brother has been 1n Juvenlle-_ e

| '.hall and detentlon centers from the age of 16 He 1s currentlyf.'.

‘ _’1mprlsoned for burglary and weapons charges &8

| Although srbhng trouble w1th the law or arrests may appear

L 1nsrgmf1cant research suggests that 1n fannhes of female dehnquents

brothers and/ or srsters were 1n placement at a youth authorlty whlle: .

l
l



. _'1t held true for 63%, _or ten adult wbmen 1n the present

o (Chesney-Lmd & Sheldo _:f':‘l992) The abuse wa“ “more rampant{':Landf.f;:_{.‘f S

o :dled her brother con __,uedi -to» ‘molest her Sub;ect “I(“ IWas m(
e ff'»";!;’by her brother Not surprls__‘gly, her famlly was m demal

M often tned to av01d her father because he became 1rr1tate

. ,_.}_;:‘others were m jarl or prlson (Ros" 1 baum' '1989) Slnularly,‘ research
- " _cons1stently suggests that oldest chlf dren tend to be least deh i o
- ._ ’(Wllkmson et. aI 1982) Although th1s d1d not hold true for juvemles ’» |
| study : SRR

. ».‘Dellnquent act1v1t1es of parents and 31bhngs were also combined w1th SRR

famﬂy v1olence

Phys1cal sexual and psychologlcal abuse wer

. varrous homes One juvemle had been phy31cally and psychologlcally S

uncles when she was seven A seconcl subject 1nd1cated th

I ‘father was. physmally abuswe towards her when she was young A‘_ S

'. v;'llarge proportlon of glrlf_‘ ‘,:n correcuonal 1nst1 if:'uons exh1b1t physl_cal: s

.'.abuse Slmllarly, about 54 3% of | them undergo sexual

; appeared to be more severe in the homes of adult women

Some adult women placed most of the respon31b111ty l

| ‘jl;_:easﬂy He became phys1ca11y and mentally Vlolent toward h¢

" her 81ster Sub]ect "P" got marrled \}ery‘young to avmd her m«

‘quent_

| 1nst1tuted m.':i Lo

o abused by her mother She was also molested by her maternal':

at. herf_' T R

abus:ej”i',.,} o

| 01.‘ “the |
- .vabuse they endured on thelr motherss Sub]e ct "F" Was expc S

>1ca11y,{i,». o R
r father ek

)lested.;;- " S
»ubjec ti" . : B
dvery_f_:_ 5
er and S

Jther sf?f}f e




o ,psycholog1cal and physmal abuse Alcohohsm also appeared 0 be a f "' '.

j b1g factor in the producUon of famrly v101ence

When e1ther parent was alcohohc the famﬂy env1ronme nt.:WaS' i i

very abusrve g Subject "C" felt that because of her mother'»s:» ‘_

o -.7“MCohollsm she was molested by her uncles and a brother S frlend

. Thus her mother was 1gnorant that the abuse was occurrlng because i

“ - she was consrstently drunk Sub)ect "1" recalled her Chﬂdhood as an , "

v unhappy one because her father was a clrunkard who sexually a_nd ; o

physmally assaulted her and the three other chlldren Sub]ect‘ gsy
- said her father compensated her w1th grfts when he molested her.
‘He too, was often drunk She addltlonally blamed her mother lfor the
) v1ncest because she was an actlve partrcrpant avordmg the rlnatter |
We learn through these accounts that famlly v1olence 1mpacted these
: females 1nanegat1ve manner. o - ]
- Effects of dehnquency have been w1de1y researched by :
~scholars. Flndmgs reveal that some form of family v1olence 1s often» |
exhibited in delmquent females Wells and Rankln (1991) found that

~direct controls (dlsc1phne) con31stently occurred across vanous h

| 1nd1cators of dehnquency, even though they were not large Theyy o |

further asserted "pumshment that is too StI'lCt frequent or severe |
can lead to. a greater probablhty of delmquency regardless of
| .parental attachment (strong child bond). Pumshment will havethe

| same adverse 1mpact on dehnquency, 1n sp1te of the fact that the, :

. child is strongly or weakly attached to the parent (1991) " They found

a snmlar result in an earher study of parental contro|l and
delmquency The study revealed that more vigorous (frequent or

“severe) pumshment is assoc1ated w1th hlgher levels of dehnquency



grade Her. school attel",;‘,:j,







B ".,m school‘r performance;
| ""i'f‘»may ]eopardlze _andf‘"

‘ Mlchael Hindelang' : 197 ) dis

o "‘*_kshe dropped out because she felt she knew‘ more than herf_'_",y'} N

v»;.lnstructors Moreover adolescents know when their parents place e -

1mportance 1n school act1v1t1es Therefore thelr contmuance m'j S

: school is closely related to parental expectations Furthermore_ B ‘

t_dlsc1plmary school problems may be closely assoc1ated wrth‘ G

dehnquency

Al the }uvemle subjects had d1sc1phnary problems throughoutvf“f e

their ‘education. Three were expelled from school ‘one, for, R

A threatenmg to stab a boy, a second for takmg ﬁrearms to school and i i

. the thlrd for sp1tt1ng on an 1nstructor flghtmg, ancl takmg a knife to:f{ NE RS

~ school. A fourth subject often took knives to school and was

:cons13tently flghttng w1th boys She also threw a cha1r at a teacher e

B 'The fifth sub]ect fought ancl damaged school property

" The adult sample had 31m11ar problems to a lesser extent. Frve‘ o

‘ had "1ntolerab1e behavror" by parent and school adrmmstratron Two w

o subjects were often truant One of them was 1nvolved in a car:

- | 'acc1dent when she was sklpplng school Two sub)ects often fought

; ‘Wlth boys and another was very d1srupt1ve due to the medlcauonf,;‘

o she was takmg for her werght PI'Oblem Followmg that she became; L “

‘ ‘Stlgmattzed because her teachers often referred to her as 1ntolerab1e G

: ';"31 2% Of the adult sample had dlSClphnary problems 1n school (see

: ‘appendlx flgure 3) When females descrlbe the1r drsruptlvel_i;



s and the1r keen trrckery "f'T:h1s was found true" w1th the ]uvemles

> if "she was 15 Her mother 1s ralsmg the Chlld but the sub]ect assertedi'

baby for adoptlon A thlrd}' subjec ‘ who was .115 chose to have an

B ’,r‘behavror they often perce1ve 1t 1n a posrtrve note | Chesney—Llnd and'j.
: ﬁ,"“‘_ :;Sheldon (1991) found that glrls boasted ab‘f ir toughness darmg,_;_

| '-'.'_'::Durmg the 1nterv1ew they felt proud and ofte’ smrled about therr SRS

| H‘::;’tescapades One recalled "people d1d not mess 'wrth me" refernng to;’ : | ) |

e :'_f herself when she took weapons to school Overall 50% of the sample’;
- "‘had dlsc1p11ne problems durlng thelr school days S P

Early pregnancy and sexuahty was another_ ;:,ISSUE hrghly‘{

_’_"-frepresented by those 1nterv1ewed _None of _the,_, emles Were"

f .marrled but two. of them had chlldren’ \_‘_Dn sub]e:_yf had bab’_” wh ,,:

. _'.:‘that she w111 ralse it whe ‘she is released A _1 7' year old place‘ _her-'

. .-j'-abort10n Adult women also had abortrons and chrldren at a youn .

_,AIIOther had two'ff'- S

'_‘»__',sexual experrence was at 13 8

:"dehnquency ThlS 1s very srmllar to the ﬁndlngs 1n thls study o :




‘,'Accordmg o many, grrls do not percelve unwed pregnancy as theyv.i_:.”_-_“_; s

‘ .:d1d earlrer Konopka (1966) noted that glrls feel vrolated when others - -

o try to dlssuade them from havmg a baby Often they feel the need to . v =

" 'be a mother Further famﬂy members v1ew the unwed mother as SO

o j:"selﬁsh The adult subject who had several mlscarrlages by drmkmg -

! pepper tea thought that her mother viewed her as such Sexuahty'; : e

among delmquents 1s often v1ewed as a 1111c1t mdulgence

Sexual encounters were V1ewed as crnmnal acts among young, e

B delinquency an, W1th. unstab. zm‘gv enwronmental experlences " The )

| .ivencounters were o ‘n*casual;»

ost lof the ]uvenlle respondents m' S

: thlS lnqulry, no longer assoc1ated w1th the 1nd1v1duals they became ,""ii;»_"“ s

pregnant by It appears that sexual mtercourse was accomphshed,f':"i{--:'f o

~for a sense of belongmg and provmg "one s love to a partner we

. Konopka (1966) found that g1rls w1ll often take abuse from thelr

e boyfrlends in order to malntaln companlonShIP Konopka (1966)

vfound that some grrls 1n31sted that 1t was better than havmg nobody,ii"'j o |

L 'whlle others rebelled and sald they Would not take any abuse NS

Havmg chrldren at a young age created neganve problems for o

o some adult women Some of the subject's chrldren were 1nvolved in L

" crrmmal actmty, but it d1d not appear as 1f cnme was a generatlonal:?ii‘; " o

o ".’fxlssue Wlthln*the fam111es Flve women had chlldren who had trouble”f'f R S

«-j"w1th the law. 2 The cnmes they commltted ranged from preservanon PR

e ‘of maruuana to more serlous cnmes, such as assault and attempted; e

o rape One sub;ect recalled that she was not prepared to be a parent REE



= -:‘,One son was arrested for preservmg maruuana and was placed o‘

.v:probatlon unnl he was 21 Anoth nd1v1dual was arreste a
= ; drunk drrvmg, and two others for possessron for s 2, These crin "
: "actlonS may have a bearmg on lack of parental attachment Resear h-
t;md1cates that a poor_ relatlonshlpy between parents and chlldren is"'

fhighly mﬂuentlal f

n. ubsequent cr1m1na1 delmquency; ”
N (Rosenbaum, 1989) Th1s 1s also closely related tofp';, ' ental controls
" Too much or too 11ttle parental contols leads to greate'

ffrequency of cr1m1na1 behav1or (Wells & Rankm 1988) Research;{f

; supports the assertlon that males have a greater mvolvement in £

g proper ty and v101ent crlmes (Canter 1982) However some femaless’-‘,jff R

.:‘chlldren of the aclult women were involved in burglarles, robberres i

: 1and assaults. It is also qulte pecuhar that parental attachment 1s; S

more of a deterrent to dehnquency for males than for females i ‘_
(Hlndelang, 1972) If thls 1s true male chlldren of the adult sample,z,:_ ;;j;. ‘
: »may have percerved llttle attachment to thEII’ parents smce theyf{fj'f,g Ay

B were more hlghly 1nvolved 1n crlmmal activrtles ThlS is furtherf”.”:,_ii_ s:&‘»»"

N “‘yremforced by one sub]ect whose chlldren were all dehnquent . I

Ly w1shed I had a better relatlonshrp w1th them sooner ever smce my S

"_"’.'nnprlsonment the relatlonshlps have 1mproved " PR




o ,:\’.",Cmmmals "'E" had been n




L had experlenced wrdely wrth’ dlffer’ s

Juvemle sample made them appear as "professronal users" s1nce they__ﬁﬁf» T o

Subject "E" was the only one w o"sald that s -_e"had used drugs"; b

'm an experlmental sense The other four had used "rock ac1d coke,"fz

and/or PCP. They appeared to ‘be 'proud of "thelr_v__drug use, as onef”.f" B

".explalned "I have used eVery d

' sample also admltted to takmg drugs and/ or drmkmg alcohol

| Half of the adult

- Some of the adult respondents took drugs and drank alcohol o

o mmultaneously Subject "C" sa1d she drank alcohol every day and_‘: f o |

.:_»vhad used amphetammes man]uana LSD and "upp ers an d downers " :v.,. |

‘:”Sub)ect' "G" vdrank heavﬂy and used herome once a week smce she :

,was 15.. "H" drank perlodlcally, and was accustomed to vommng_. -

» w1th erther drugs or alcohol Others called themselves "weekend |

, drmkers " Vahum secanol amphetamrnes and crack were other' - ,
drugs that they admltted to takmg Overall, 50% of the adult sample
“had used drugs before thelr conv1ct10n (see appendlx A figure 4) f'.. p RO

One confessed to havmg three drug overdoses whlle none of themf_r o o

,}_.comm1tted the murder whlle on drugs Slmllarly, seven sub]ects.-', o

o would be consrdered alcohohcs ; .

* Drugs are 1n1t1ally taken for currosrty Both ]uvemIes and adult_} SR

. ‘»Sub]ects admltted to 1mt1ally experlmentlng w1th drugs T oday, it 1s o

| ,vbeheved that female addrctlon 1s somehow connected wrth male'»;;",'-. LA

addiction, which is seen as the "greatest predlsposmg factor' (Mann,

o 1984) Women are presumed to t_ry narcotlcs out of currosrty and . s

- elther find themselves hkmg 1t, or they become addrcted or both S

’ '-experlences occur (Mann l984) 'j’Accordrng to Mann (1984), females: ) o

| 'are far more hkely to be adm1tted to hospltal emergency roems er” e :

R 96 St



‘psychotherapeutrc drug problems and for drug overdoses Recall SRR

" that one adult sub]ect had three drug overdoses

Imtrally, glrls use drugs to escape from the1r ex1st1ng condrtlon e

:Furthermore thelr clrlnkmg problems serve as a method to forget' o |

»‘ their srtuatlon (Konopka 1966) Konopka (1966) explamed that self- :
| ’destructlon may be expressed in excessrve drmklng -a "forgettmg" of ‘f

© existence, a move into. stupor In her study of female dehnquency,"""

o .the girls’ reported that drmkmg helghtened thelr conscrousness of \; .

,bemg ahve Eventually, they proceeded to take drugs because they

wanted to be "away" from everythmg (Konopka 1966) Chesney—Lmd |

& Sheldon (1992) asserted that "eventually drug use 1tse1f becomes a |

problem, forcing users further 1nto crrmmal behavror M

One ]uvemle sub]ect in the current study recalled "when I was o

| elhng cocame I began. smokmg weed because if you use and sell e

you will become your best customer and that w1ll get you into more

trouble" (cr1m1na1 trouble) An enhghtenmg note is that research '

. suggests that girls' off1c1al dehnquent careers are shorter and mvolve -

less serrous offenses than do the careers of boys (Chesney—Lmd &“ ‘}
Sheldon 1992) ThlS of course may be dependent on therr feehngs 1

about the crlmes they commltted

Two )uvemles wanted to change therr crrmmal hfestyles One T _

| _learned that there was more to hfe than steahng cars - She also |

o expressed concern over her younger brother who wanted to be ]ust;

like her. She planned to drsassoc1ate from her old frrends as she did |

‘not want to set a more profound negatlve example for h1m ‘A second

- girl reported that 1t was not worth 1t (comnnttmg the GTA) On the “ i

other hand,, three . grrls planned to contrnue therr crrnunal activity,‘» R



o thlS by saymg that er broth

REISE jOne sa1d "I don t know whether I w111 go back to my gang hfestyle I -

.:,’]more than hkely w1Il T plan to change my hfestyle by gettrng better‘jﬂ :.' e

atit (comnnttmg crlme) by not gettlng caugh " -Another"‘sald " w1111_.‘,-: S o

L Stlll g0 w1th my fr1ends, 1f they invite me to do somethmg Iawless AR

. ‘_.Athll'd said, "I w111 st111 do 1t forfunand adventure " ,' SRR

It appeared that dellnquent behav1or helghtened thelr self? S

. esteem Furthermore thelr act1v1t1es d1d not appear cr1mma1 tok-f-;}lj_‘;

1;_:3' ) them In the study conducted by Chesney—Lrnd & Sheldon, the glrls.'f“.-f_.‘; o
ERIE thought 1t was unfa1r to be tagged as cr1m1na1 (Chesney—Lmd & L

Sheldon 1992)‘15

"the current studyx B

l‘ fby comments some ‘subjects made regardlng'thelr sentence tlme . ,f‘ |

- Most of them felt that the: ’Were,-glvev 1 too much time.. One reasoned P

committed the same crrmes and he,; RS

' v-ﬁrecewed less ume This brmgs forth the behef that ]uvenlle courts 2 e

o have practlced unequal treatment between genders femalesg;f;V:E |

B recelvmg tougher punlshments

- The ]uvenlle ]ustrce system may be reﬂectmg the tradltlonal’ " "

o ¢ .famlly behefs one whrch 1nvolves a double standard of treatment Lo

E ,Rosenbaum (1989) found that female run—aways were vrctnns of'_'j = e

. ‘ .then' fam1hes and of the crlmlnal Justrce system Often they run}‘:‘ e

» .;"‘_j'away to escape the1r often wolent famﬂy enwronment o )
o ‘Consequently, they are arrested for status offenses and sentenced to;‘. ;"f"’,:_ii_ - ‘
o 'youth authontles (Rosenbaum 1989) Often parents cammt control

thelr daughters, thus, they enforce a strrcter control on thelr

. "daughters than on the1r sons When thelr daughters becomef" c L

" -unmanageable they seek the courts help There 1s a consensus that a R

_‘ .3 mam reason for grrls presence 1n Juvemle court 1s because therr' LT







' Lind & Sheldon, 1992) “The authors found that 31 9% of all femaresf_:%-_ S

L referred to court were charged w1th status offenses compared wrth__

"only 12 1% of males Smularly, m 1982 m the mdex property

 category, 65% of females and 34 6% of males were charged with.*‘: e

L 71',:"1abeled "crumnal" - for runmng away'

".;"_‘Thrs is probably why" : 1an ';?j..

o v1ct1m

. _g}_;strgmatrzed by bem : icrlmmally abel_’

| iof paternallstrc 1deas The famrly exposes females to more trghter

»‘shophftmg (Chesney-Lmd & Sheldon 1992) “This data lmphes that-f: e

the courts have created an atmosphere where females are bem'

i“j‘truancy, and- ""mcorrlglbrlrty o

» do not percelve - the

mselves asff".‘.

: jcrrmmal therr crrmes are. not serlous and do not produce a specrﬁc'f-g_‘ RS

An enhghtemng note 1s that generally, status offenders do 'not"? L
e escalate mto serlous crrmlnal offenders If status offenders return to "jw:'_. Fe
~ court, it is usually for another status offense (Chesney—h’,,"vd._» &

B "Sheldon 1992) negatrve note is that females are | becommg;fv.f"';;":':_ -

"for commlttmg ’»

) ?acts Thrs may produce a soc1ety in whrch "dehnquent glrls“ ‘erl L v

contrnue therr delmquent behavror but beco_’-' “ 'better at it" "a- e

.statement whrch was demonstrated by one  of e juvemle subjects e

"5 54 plan to do what I haye been dorng, but -becommg better by notﬂ P

- ‘_:";'"gettmg caught "

"~ The prevrous explanatlon presented an 1ssue mostly composed

: cOntrols than boys and 1f they refram from succumblng, _they areff. Cmem

f‘*mtroduced to the crrmmal Justlce system hey elther rTun away, ,Orl‘f' o

S parents call the courts for help in Controllmg therr "mcomglble L o

- ""»chrl | The grrls then dlscover an mcreased paternalrsm at court




. The courts feel they have to protect the ch11d from promlscurty, andv ‘ B

".do so by mcarceradon L
of the adu

| ".'condensed and less senous than that of the ]uvemle sample Therr»- 5

The cnmmal background_,

crimes range from wr1t1ng a check for 1nsuff1c1ent funds to mcest

Prevrous crlmmal act1v1ty was present 1n the background of "

f.:sample 1s more_,:, .

seven adult subjects From that act1v1ty, 37 5% of the sample was‘

 arrested prev1ous to thelr present crrme (see appendlx A ﬁgure 5)

‘Two subjects had dehnquent act1v1t1es as ]uvemles Subject "E" was

| ,arrested for petty theft and had been in Juvemle hall perlodlcally T

She was also mvolved in shop—lrftmg grocerles for her chlldren, and B
was arrested on the th1rd attempt | "G" began commrttmg burglarles" :
_ by steahng food from her v1ct1ms refrrgerators when she was 13.
| She was eventually sentenced to five years at Calrforma Youth
: Authorrty for krdnapprng She was never arrested for stealmg

jewelry and guns. | |

T he crlmmal actlvrty of f1ve other women consmted of wr1t1ng "

) checks wrthout 1nsufﬁc1ent funds stealmg money from employers

tax evasron shopllftmg, possessmn for sale, drunk dnvmg, publlc’
drunkenness prostltutlon robberles burglar1es and mcest

Although the crimes appear to ‘be numerous “most: of them were

 crimes of an economlc nature Men Stlll contmue to commlt the ke

ma]orlty of cr1mes and the hrghest proportlon of females are

arrested for larceny, prlmarrly shophftmg (Adler, 1975)
Shophftmg is a cr1me that women dommate (Adler 1975 Many

con51der it the "tradltronal female crrme‘ " "Shophftmg is an ancrent ,’ =

art of females one wh1ch the goods have changed but not the L 5

5 101



“ "techmques of stealmg them" (Adler 1975) Thls statement hasv}

- everything to do wrth the fact that women are more grossly mvolved SN

N »_m shoppmg, food and other household 1tems Therefore By

‘f;.opportumtres o shophft are hlgher for women than they are for_f".’-." P

'men T wo sub]ects admltted to steahng food Wthh constltuted th611’~- =

“ »entrance into crrmlnal act1v1ty Adler (1975) stated that mostf' _. | B

shophfters are petty p1lferers rather than professronals They F

-engage m thrs type of behavror over many years are respectablesp;;_ e

- v1nd1v1duals who typlcally steal merchandrse under $15 |
| Prostltutron 1s another crnne related to economrcs and most o

| ~recently, 1s a soc1al crlme Although 1t is over—powered by men

5 .'women are arrested for 1t Prostltutes are made to beheve that thelr‘

’plmps are avallable for protectron They "protect" the1r terrltory by ‘,

dnvmg out other prostltutes that have no prmps (Adler & Snnon , ‘_ e

S 1979) In reahty, men are thelr prlmary explorters Arrestmg a pimp‘ = L

s usually d1fﬁcult pohce may try to get the prmp by repeatedly (R

~ arresting one or more of hls "ladles" (Adler & Slmon, 1979) Punpsff, e

- further exp101t the1r "ladles" by usmg them to evade pohce offlcers o

: Prostltutes conversely "protect" thelr plmps to contmue gammg o

o ; "thelr protecnon i

The soc1a1 context of - prostltutlon isa complex one Whlle L

'prostltutron contlnues to be a crime for wh1ch av srgmﬁcant number of

o ,women are arrested every year, the number” “ f male arrested for“ R

o consortlng wrth prostrtutes 1s so small that 1t does not even merlt a;’ R

';.,spec1al category in the Umform Crnne Reports (Adler 1975) Thls‘ S

o demonstrates another unequal aspect of the cr1m1nal Justrce system R



- i and drug offenses In the past research suggested that al

“"-were proceeded agamst (Pollack 1950) It 1s 1nspv L-;"rv., ,,

B .j,_-_f:SIrnon 1979) However women are stlll ‘hlghly |

o ','__relatlve hablhty of women' than ol Mmen (Pollack - 1950) Burglarles

Two women 1n the urre,,__t" study admrtted to committmg»?-t: S

" :f_jrobberles and/ or burglames ) Although the c1rcumstances of the:"gv;frv»'p_} R

f*-crlmes were not. dlscussed women usually act out the role of"ﬂ;f;, R

:;Consprrator accessory, or partner (Adler & Sunon 1979) In some

B _’-cases the women are w1th someone else who actually planned the

E ’vf;;_f‘?_'{,partlc1pated actrvely (Adler & Srmon 1979) The authorsvaddrtlo;f N

o - -noted that the crlmes were conducted for the purpose of econormc or. g | PRAT

o . .fpsychologlcal reasons (l979) We further see, as m the juvenlle’:',;;;‘f’ e

"“""!_‘Sample, that these crrmes herghtened therr perceptlon of themselves" RIS

o -when comrmtted for psychologrcal reasons Recall the statement Sl

- _". : made by one ]uvemle "I'll do (crrme) for fun and adventure " Inv. o

s ,summary, the majorrty of mcarcerated women have been nnprrsonedf‘ =



o called for hezpfw"' en t er"

) .for v1ct1n11ess crlmes such as drug or alcohol v101at10ns and’

B PfOStltuthﬂ (Mann 1984) Whereas soc1ety and medla portrays e

= fwomen as v101ent 1nd1v1duals In reahty women contmue to‘ L

"Pal'ﬁﬂpate in "v1ct1mless crimes GERTIN

After dlscussmg female perpetrated cnmes, the research wﬂl o

brleﬂy dlSCllSS the crrcumstances of the murders Smce domestrc o

,_;}»;vxolence and the women s posn:ron agamst 1t has already been'-.__,"; L

o fdlscussed the followrng dlscussmn wﬂl be very ‘concise, Overall BRI

. 56, 2% of the women were vrctlms of domesnc vrolence (see appendxx T .

A figure 6). The v1ctims consrsted of three chﬂdren six husbands, e

- fff,'.seven boyfrlends two unknown mdmduals a female fnend and a',j -

b »'"‘male landlord.

Most women 1n tlns sple,ﬂ, murdered m "self-defense " Onef e

“would have been a v1ct1m of ’ =,’:rape but she fought, and kxlled her S

= »aggressor Another female felt that her hfe and her chﬂdren s lives PR

o - were in danger because of er' husband and she decrded to take hls S

" hfe Almost always when vrolence 1s used to settle a problem thef o

B ,' l,problem has been large enough tO dlStOI‘t ‘the mdmdual' ;udgmentf:‘ s

‘:(Adler & Slmon 1979) Premedrtauo‘_,_\w s not an 1ssue in any of the B

murders' they occurr”d on "spur-of-the ’mo ':vent." One ‘subject had" -

’a

S amved she "snapped" (as the subject descrlbed 1t) and krlled herf”v"f{ B

Egan-to’ abuse her butlbefnre help.' : o

",v’f,:aggl'essor The murders occurred 'suddenly This is represented by

he would have kllled me first;

»?O'end that way, Iwrsh; :
would do anythmg to turn back

‘itrme " These comments vmaygv;be indlcauons of guﬂt and frustranon._; FR

e they were/ are gomg through after the murders : : o




- Women who dehberately kﬂl after careful planmng, are rare o

| '(Adler & Snnon 1979) None of the subjects adm1tted to plannmg the =

o i murders In addltlon most of the subjects d1d not understand why RPN

n they were convrcted of Murder I and 1L They asserted that the" :

- murder was commrtted in self-defense

Most of the sub;ects were unhappy about therr processmg 1nto',;'.'_,f 3 :

the Crlmmal Justrce System Some subjects felt they should havef’f o

been. convrcted of Voluntary manslaughter Others sard that they did -

not have adequate representatron and was the reason for belng e

. ,convrcted of. Murder I When race is consrdered wlnte women are

s less hkely to be )arled before or after convrcuon than black women |

'but they are also less hkely to have a lawyer L1kew1se, whrte k

~ women are less hkely to be non 1nd1gent and thereby 1nehg1b1e for

‘court appomted counsel (Adler & Srmon 1979) Although the
- crrcumstances of the trial were not drscussed m the 1nterv1ew, the'
previous statement may have been a reflectlon of thelr tr1a1 outcome
 81% of the sample were whrte and many of them sa1d they did not
;have adequate representatron Furthermore research suggests that | |
there are two thought processes that determrne how a woman is
, treated 1n the system one consrsts of a preferentral treatment the

'second consrsts of a more pumtlve measure (Adler & S1mon 1979). “
| Most observers feel that women recerve preferentral treatment

k whrch means, that they are less hkely than men to be convicted for

| | the same type of offense 1f they are conwcted they are less hkely to

. be sentenced and if they are sentenced they are l1ke1y to recerve

B _mﬂder sentences (S1mon & Landls, 1991) These 1deas stem from a‘

| paternahstlc v1ew They d1ctate that women should be protected;
: C s | SR _






L ,takmg the drugs X NOt surpnsmg, | the clrugs were admlmstered‘.' -

o fagamst the1r w1ll Another subject recalled that prrson offrcrals made e

- sure she swallowed the drug before they left. Th1s may be a methodf_i‘ o

l_ 'f"wh1ch the system employs to further v1ct1mrze female defendants 9 .:»f"_ o e

| Although the murder and the trlal aspect of the1r lives were negatrve ERERN

| aspects of the1r lrves the subjects mamtamed a posrtrve outlook
Upon therr release a large number of women want to work in :

| soc1al serv1ces They demonstrated a great desu'e to help other"' ‘i
women and chrldren Frve women wanted to work ‘with vrctlms of .
domestrc v1olence Two women wanted to work 1n the legal system '

One of them mentloned maklng leglslators listen, "women who are
here (prlson) for murder do not belong in here. It was a one shot )

deal." Pour wanted to contmue therr educatlon and acquire a ]ob

.Unquestlonably, two women sa.ld they def1n1tely did not: want e

. .anythmg to do with romant1c relatlonshrps | , , |
The sample was also asked to comment on 1ssues of Women s
L1beratron The ]uvemles were very llberal All the ]uvemles agreed
that a woman s place 1s not the home women should work if they
- want to and they should have rtghts to bll‘th control a.nd abortlon
o In addrtron they felt that men have the same respons1b111ty to take' g
| care of the1r chrldren ‘as women have done SO 1n the past There was
“also one sub]ect who sa1d "the person who makes the most money_ |
- should pay for child support " when they were asked who should pay
for chrld support There were only a few adult women who had a
few conservative Ideas e | o
Mostly all the women agreed w1th the ]uvenlles op1n10ns
regardmg a female s pos1t10n and chorces There were a few who
‘1’.07‘



B ’~,.;‘made some anttquated statements::_;,

o ,close her legs, The

S ‘deal when 1t comes to chﬂd support "

"' _system treat

be commltted to mfely and motherly duttes ﬁrst Chlldren have the
. :‘pOSSIblhty Of S“ffel'mg if the mother Works A woman should not,

.bwomen need to be at home amdg_i S

o .'_;} have rlghts to,an_ abortlon and her form_:v Of bn‘th control should be to"‘:f-. "f'-.‘ ST

~should have access 'to : ,1,

Comments reg_ At dmg the rearmg

: e "fnot thmk men are cabable of nurturﬁxg Chlld en; If the father has not -
e hada relatlonsmp thh the chﬂd then the moth

_'ol not abornon."_ e

"'»consmted of " dO".fé,.{:_"vf’l DI

' Should assume full

= v‘;(economlc) responSrblhty for the chﬂd Many"times men get the raw_ e ” |

Based on the prevrous comments, there were Only a COuple of £

"_'f".:._adult women who had conservauve 1deas about "blrth control and_f_‘

'":"_,’men s fesPOﬂSlblhty tOWfin i‘alsmg Chddren A few subjects were Ry

:' ":Very sympathettc wrth men ‘when 'uestrons about dtvorce and chlld" : -

,__;"_;-._support were; '“:.sked Overal_l_ the" '5divergent comments made by: G

;uvemles and adnltv,women may be 1ndicat10ns of a generauon gap :y f LT

g Adults bemg more conservatlve than Juvemles S

Thrs study attemp“ 1tor ‘

j "i’ __‘fendeavor to applif thetr one-31ded V1ews of how crlme and murder " ,
i \--i;conducted by both genclers, can be ratlonahzed in the same manner e
" ,‘ In reahty, therr 1ust1ﬁcat10ns do not satisfactomlyj apply to women};
ks ‘f'and cnme Addmonally";' '

:,most theorlsts 'ha.‘ e 1

. _ﬁne how theo r tSand the Jusnce_‘? IR

women m thetr mvolvement m crlme Theorlsts*_fj'.

}threshold of unde-ftandmg therr - envnonment, and thef -

- vv_‘_-v;psychologlcal state that produces a female to kﬂl S ; : . S

e l-Oéf R



Researchers have a gl‘eat 1nﬂuenc1ng power on constrtuents of PR

L the )usnce system as well as on the pubhc S percepnon of female

‘murderers Therefore, they possess a responsrbrhty of 1nform1ng s

them, not only about the negatrve attnbutes of these 1nd1v1duals but

. also of the humane characterrsucs they possess Descrlptrons of e

\ 'murderesses deplct them as bemg mhumane 1nd1v1duals _
Although the sample was small, it produced fmdmgs whrchf

e 'were mconsmtent w1th ‘the general view of female Juvemle‘ R

dehnquents and female killers. L1kew1se the study 11m1ted one‘ i -‘1;

- when making generahzatrons because of its 51ze Furthermore case

o study may have produced superf1c1a1 answers Soc1al desrrabrhty,‘ ,‘ ,‘

'may have caused respondents to answer accordmg to what they'
. thought others wanted to. hear , Also by using standardrzed_: “ -
" 'questlonnanes, 1mportant 1ssues may have been neglected E
Several hmrtatrons were present in the research desrgn In |
sprte of that explormg the 1n1t1al hypotheses was not obstructed
The hypotheses were as follows L . j SRR
: 1 D1d women convrcted of murder have a hrstory of spousal abuse? .
| 56 2% of the sample were v1ct1ms of spousal abuse If thelr" '
. background is con51dered many of them endured physrcal and/or s
mental abuse for lengthy perlods of trme before they called the
% "authonues or cornrmtted the murder Research suggests that -
s battered women lrve m constant fear of vrolence (Ewmg, 1990)
| »Many of the women m the sample did 1ndeed live 1n constant fear for |
. thelr hves throughout thelr relanonshrp Some were glad that theyf
hved whrle others regretted the murders o L



B ._ ,schnl durmg adolescence7 :

- ",.""mcorngrble behavror..,_u. __ i_ Vi SR

2 Drd women convrcted of murder have drscrplme problems m'»;‘ |

Frve subjects were mvolved in truancy

r ruhness, and ﬁghtmg -

| whlle they were enrolled 1n school They were consrdered dlSI'uptlve R

B 'and mcorngrble by therr parents or school officrals Currently, school RS |

';:;ofﬁcrals are dealing wrth thrs phenomena on a darly basrs L

_'. :."However thlrty years ago teachers d1d not deal w1th weapons, o
'f{_drugs or gangs as often as they do today The activrtres that those_‘- e

o mterv1ewed were mvolved 1n would not be consrdered serrous AN

",Consequently, ‘this hypothesrs was not factual as only 31% were‘vfii’ L

o belreved to have dlscrplme problems These problems cons1sted of _ '_

. 3 Drd women convrcted of murder have a crrmmal background?

Thrs hypothesrs was proven untrue Only two of the srxteen : :  3

- women rntemewed were delmquent as )uvemles One was arrested R

s ,for petty theft and the other was convrcted of krdnappmg The_' ,'

kxdnapptng charge was of a serrous nature and may have been an" S

- ; Indrcatlon that the mdrvrdual was more hke}y to be mvolved in -
ﬂ__,"subsequent semous crrmes I T ST _
As adults 37 5‘%

o ,thelr crrmes were of an economrc nature Women are often seen as -

,_of ,the :‘sample had been arrested Most of' o

;ﬁ ':,jpetty pxlferers, contmually comm1ttmg crrmes mvolvmg money
'f(Adler 1975) e T [

o 4. Do women con:vrcted of murder have dehnquent chlldren? R e

. ,_' Flve women (3 1%), mdrcated that they had dehnq uent c hlldren :.‘i N

N "Thelr oﬂ"enses mcluded drug offenses d»;"

ammals, robbery, gang affrhatron and burglary Some women felt

dmvrng, cruelty to’if



o 1o dehnquency (Wells & Rankin, 1988)

o _ff:are related to the rest of soc1e_' '

S that a poor' 'relatronshrp ‘wrth therr chrldren contrlbuted’f to therr e

dehnquency Based on thrs research women convrcted of murder do S T

i not have dehnquent chlldren, consequently thlS hypothesrs was
o ‘fv-__"unfounded They may have been somewhat effectlve parents mf,. S -

o their chlldren s upbrmgmg, as too much or too httle control may leadj“ f A

E "‘"’5 Al”e there Specrﬁc characterrsncs of female klllers? S

Accordmg to the background and characterlstlcs of thesev'_._-: i

R women, defrmng a murderess was proven arduous Consequently, ai,; SRR

| :f]'SPeCIﬁC pl’Oﬁle Of a murderess was unfound Some were drug and - T

alcohol users others

‘some had prevrous arrests, whrle,?‘-.‘-‘,._

’ most of them d1d not. Most arrests consrsted of "vrctrmless crtmes e Y

'-.\'wlth a few exceptlons Each 1nmate ad;;; (posrtrve) attrrbutes whrch;j_{} ; |
v _hus they had vrrtues that Iaw‘

. ‘"ablchng mdrvrduals possess It wasadlfficult to deﬁne a murderess as .

L physxcarf

| | '.‘Vthey weres faced wrth selectmg the "Iesser of two evﬂs = -'

ff»ewdenced by the above unfounded hypotheses Thrs may show that,; L

S _'."a crnmnal female s background contmues to bafﬂe the crrmmologlcal,: | L

commumty

Thrs study was conducted for the purpose of explorrng the“i ,: N

- :»::"v]crrcumstances Wthh mduce females to krll The fact that theyz

mamfested "nurturmg atmbutes" | conveyed the 1dea that thelr,f;f_'fﬁv'_},? .

o ;r.i‘y_jopt:rons were futrle Many had dlstressmg optrons, continue bearmg},.

iand/or psychologrcal abuse, be kﬂled or krll Therefore

Women are Vlcums Of the system When theorrst 1gnore thelr?ff:_‘ LT

- ‘_ﬂ'feehngs on the crrme that was commrtted especrally if the murder}-v:'fj (R

= was conducted m self-defense Researchers need to reassess therr,:. R




L ._women ancl cnme. Moreover, when murder

_‘f’female the cncumstances that preceded it are 1gnoredl i

b subsequent studies on.th

iperformance and prov1de society wrth 'more mclusrve theones of T

If the crimmal justrce system recogmzedx_

v olence Lth S

. rwomen who k111 endure, then pe"haps 1t could offer more vrable.-t,'f"f""

TR 'alternauves to females, and n~¢v-essence; prevent murders If reahstrc

s “opuons were avallable perhapsi‘f' abusrve males would be deterredf SamE

o from commxttmg further abuse on thetr partners The law must be S o

;‘more responswe and effectrve toward women who murder Asv of R

- late it has been very 1neffect1ve in assrstlng wo

R 7see soc1al change ’socrety “must begm to change 1ts pattern " of - S

nt egal system

Thrs study presentedthe mconsrstencres that embody the legalf S

system and the unfa_ orable treatment females recelve when they.___* R

,_.-_l;are processed for crrmes they comrmtted especrally for murder To v.:i:_, e

o v’_.further understand female cnmlnahty, researchers must produce, | 5‘ .
“ studles that extend beyond thrs one Perhaps the groundwork for S

| | s "toplc ha 1 been estabhshed by tlus mq“» | 1 | e

o 'f_f;_The future holds a challenge for the legal system Socrety, and mOSt;":__ e e

.

: -'7(__71mportant1"’ v1ct1ms of spo vsal’ abuse deserve a v1ab1e and drllgent"'5

ER ,response
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Pigure» 1
1992 Female Feloriy Arrest Dispositions

200

Superior
Court

Number of _“°°“

Incidents
Enfor:xou;at Complaints’ Lower
‘Release Denied Court
.
8 13 15 145
Arrest Results
Figure 2
1992 Female Murder Court Cases
- |
Convt;c!lons
Number 100 ~
. Dismissals
" Acquittals
o -
2 21 137
Court Dispositions
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~ Figure 3
Disciplinary School Problems

31.2% _

o 31,2°A of sample had problems in school B

68.8% of sample did not have problems

Figure 4
~ DrugUse

50% of sample have used drugs

50% of sample have not used drugé

1ms




R R




. DruggedonTrial

. 31.2% of sample stated they
. -were on drugs .‘yvhile on trial .-

68.8% of sample was not -
on drugs during trial ‘

7
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.*',‘fJuvenlle Questlonnarre
1. How old are you?

2. Do you have any other brothers or 31sters? :
' a. what are their ages? = SR

b. have they ever been arrested or in trouble? for what7 e e
¢ did they serve tlme in prlson )uvemle detentmns )arl or!:‘;-, B
- probation? S e

. 3 What grade d1d you complete in school7
“a.( )elementary SR
~b.( )jr. high
C. ( ) high school
do( )college? it
D1d you drop out? Why7 ST
Drd you have any drscrplmary problems m school
' a. What kind?~ SN0 Sp D ;
b How old were you7
X ¢. What was the result7 L R
-6‘.j ‘What problems did you have as you were growrng up? i
. a. With your parents? - L S
- b. with you frlends?
C others? R S b '
. Have you ever been abused physically, mentally or sexually?
Are you married? - , , . |
. Do you have any chrldren7 ,1.;, .
Ca. Howold? P IR PR AR B
’ b. ‘How is your relatlonshlp w1th them7 (posrtrve, negatrve)7
10. D1d you grow up w1th both of your parents? ;
i a. if not why? i ‘
o b. where was the other parent7 e B
B How old were your parents when you were born? :
12. What grade did they complete7 L SRR
‘a. ( )elementary = RET D o
b.()jr.high? o o
o ( )h1ghschool7 R
s d.()college?
13 What is their occupatlon? ‘
14, ‘Have they ever been arrested or in trouble7
' ‘a. For what? ' R
b Have they ever served tlme m prrson ]all juvemlei O
- detentions, or probatlon ERRN : , L
o c How long7 R

| m_,;":_i_.

:\QPO_'\;I' ‘ :



i ;"15 Have your parents used drugs?

“a. If yes, how old were you when y
lifs;-b_ Are they still using drugs?
il Do your siblings use drugs? TR S S S

\517 Have any of your 31blmgs ever been arrested or m trouble7

' ~a. For what? * P

b, ‘Have they ever served tlme m Juvemle detentlon prrson

. ;.,]all or probatlon?

¢ How long7

| I '_1'8.;.1 ;Have you ever dorie anythmg else whrch is 111egal and you were;\ R

“not arrested for? -

19. Do you use drugs?

- a.what kind? - . - :
' b. how many mnes (a day, week month)?
20, Do you drmk alcohol7 .
. a. When? -
b, How much7 RN '

210 Have you, served in the mlhtary? e e
' 22. What was the cause for the flI‘St offense for which you were
IR arrested? ' . a 2N o o

N 23. Did you get Conv1cted7

~~ 'a. how much time did you serve7
: 424..»1Would you do it agam? 5 . : L

25. What were you arrested for the present convmtlon?

. 26. ,Under the same circumstances would you do it again?
27, Do you think the cr1m1na1 justice system treated you fa1rly7
. 28. What will you do when you get out? . ’

: a. do you consider education?.

b, will you search for ajob? ' T
B 29 Do you plan to: hve in the same style you were hvmg prior to L
your conviction? = T
‘a. If not, how w111 you change? -

o \ b do you plan to assoc1ate with the same people as you dld (ORE o
”»::,.sprlor toyour .. oo convrctlon7 n R

- 30. Would you encourage other women who are in, the same
% ,;c1rcumstances to do what you chd? R
S as why? why not? . - '

“.1‘3 1. ‘Do you think a woman's place isin the home‘?

. 32. Do you think woman should work? -

L 33 ‘Do you think woman should have rlghts to use blrth control or.
~ have an abortion? = o

: 34..[ Do you think men have the same responslblhty to e

i care for therr chlldren as women have done so in the past? e



~ 35. After a divorce do you think men should pay for child support?
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"{Female Adult Questlonnalre IR

L How old are you?

R ( )1821
b. ()22-24 Ll
S oco{ ) 25-30 SR
d o ) 31 35 .
R f « ) 46orolder SR e e
2 What grade did you complete m school?
Cooac) elementary?v 3 |
b (') jr. high?
¢. () high. school?
S d () college? -
B *‘3. _-Dld you drop out? Why7 . L
4. Did you have any dlsmphnary problems in school7 .
- a. whatkind? R ,
b ‘how old were you?
¢, what was the result7 |
5. What problems did you have as you were growmg up?
~ a. with your parents? .
b with your fr1ends7 il
. ..c others?
6. Are you married? - R
7. Do you have any chﬂdren? S E T
. a. howold are they? |
- b.describe your relatlonshrp w1th them?
8. How old were you when you had your first ch11d7

- 9. Did you ever have any abortions? -

- 10. Did your chllcl(ren) have any drsc1phnary problems growmg up?
11, Have they ever had any trouble w1th the law? '
: ~a. what kind e
, b what was the resu1t7 .
' 12. Have they ever served tlrne m detenuon centers, )all prrson or
» -probatron? R i
-+ 13, .Did you grow up w1th both of your parents7 o

‘a. if notwhy? |
, - b. where was the other parent? | :
- 14, How old were your parents when you were born7 L

15. Did you have a happy childhood? - ‘ L .
16. Was there any farmly violence present durlng your Chlldh00d7 '

- 17. What grade did your parents complete in school?

18, What is (was) the1r occupat10n when you hved at home?



— .19 Have they ever been arrested or in troub1e7 A

S ‘.25 Do you use drugs? Sl

a for what7

S centers? ; T L T
»-*»20 Dldyourparents use drugs7 e
a. what klnd7 Lo T T :
b howoften? B TR A NN LM :
o 21 Do you. have any brothers or 51sters7 How old are they? K
22 Dld they have any problems as they were growmg up7 R
 a.with parents? e
| - b. fr1ends7
¢, school?
¢ others?
-~ a.what klnd?
b. how often?

23. Did they ever Sel‘Vé trme in )aul prlson detentlon centers, or

- probation?

: . 24. Have you ever Adone anythmg else Wthh is Jlegal and you were;'_i RS
~not arrested for?

a, what kind?
- b.howoften? e s
- ,26 Do you dnnkalcohol? T TN S
" ~a howoften? . ..
. - b. how much? R
27, Have you served 1n the mrhtary? " B
28. What was the cause for the ﬁrst offense for whrch you were R
arrested for? .~ . ’ .

?*-29 D1c1 you get convrcted?

" a. how much time chd you serve7 , f

30, What happened previous to the homrcxde7 ( o
~31.What relationship did you have w1th the v1ct1 .

- 32. How did it happen? : L e
~33. Were you convicted of murder I murder II,fvoluntary

~ manslaughter or involuntary manslaughter7

e 34, Under the same circumstances would you do it agam? - o

~ 35. How do you feel about the homicide you committed? OO
RS 36 Do you think the criminal justice system treated you falrly? U

at will you do when you get out?
- a. have you considered educatlon7
- b. will you look for a. job?

Lo '38 Do you plan to hve in the same st’yleyou were hvmg 1n pnor to ST

T your conv1ct10n7 N S il P Gy

1
i
4
b v
«
V
1




: ff;.access to an abortion?

Ca 1f not how w111 you change ‘1t?_ o T
“b. do you plan to associate w1t.h the same people7 o oL
. 39 Would you encourage other women who are in the same ST
~circumstances todo whatyoudid? . |
- 40. Do you think a women 's place is m the home?
~41. Do you think women should work? - ’
- 42. Do you think women should have rrghts _»o

B i

blrth cont:rol or EA

. 43. Do you think men- have'the same responsrbv ity | ‘to care for thelr ": :f R
~ children as women? - AN R

- 44 After a leOI'CE do you thmk men should pa)'f for’ chﬂd support’?,i o F




S R Wadsworth

Pubhshmg Company, Belmont Cahforma

’:__"“}»Browne, Angela & Wﬂhams, Kll‘k R. (1989) "Explormg the Effect of
. Resource Availability and the Likelihood of Female—Perpetrated" S

Hommdes iy Law ancl Socxety Revrew vol. 23 no. 1

g 0 | ",‘Canter Rachelle J (1982) "Famxly Correlates of Male and Female
o Delmquency " Vol 20 No 2 August 149 167 E

-v':;},‘,-u_,,',‘_Chesney—Llnd Meda and Sheldon Randall G 1992 Dehn ; ue cy ai

L Gelles RlchardJ 1987 Fam

Cahforma

' :t1 f Regents/ Prenuee Hall vEnglewoody Chffs New Jersey Sy

Ju st1 e Brooks/Cole Publlshlng Co Pac1f1c Grove k T

L | Dobash R and Dobash R E. (1981) "Commumty Response to Vlolence_ "',

agamst lees ™ Socral Problems, Vol 28 No S

“ Ewmg, Charles Pamck 1987 »’ att red omen Who I

jll Lexmgton
TR Books Massachusetts/ Toronto ‘ .

: ' 'Ewmg, Charles Patnck (1990) "Psychologlcal Self—Defense A

~ Proposed Justification for Battered Women Who K111 "lawand -

Human Behawor Vol 14 No 6

;T‘ .“«Ford David A, (1983) "Wife Battery and Criminal Justlce A Study of |
: Vrcum Dec131on—Makmg " Fannly Relatlons, October S

‘,"11 ‘r:V1 len e Sage Pubhcatlons Newberry
Park Calzforma SR e ‘

o f];'j:‘Gelles, Rlchard I, (1989) "Chlld Abuse and Vlolence in Smgle—Parent

" Families: Parent Absence and Economic Depnvatlon " Amerlcan'
L Joumal of Orthopsychratry Vol 54 No. 4 492 501 o



“‘,',Glaser BarneyG and Strauss, AnselmL 1967 Th?*"’ iscovery of
G rounded_T "'eo Aldme Pubhshmg Company, Chlcago, Ilhnoxs

Goffman Eiving, Asvlus, 1961 Anchor Books loubleday&Co Inc S
GardenCny, NewYork R SRS I

Hlndelang, Mlchael J "Causes of Dehnquency A Partral Rephcatlon .
" ~ and Extenswn " Soc1a1 Problems Vol 20 No 3 471-487 -

: Jones Ann 1980 Wom n
York

-f‘o Kﬂl . Holt Rmehart and Wmston New R

Konopka, Gisela, 1966 The Adolescent Girl in Conf flict, Prentlce Hall,
' Inc Englewood Chffs New Jersey pp 50,105 ,

| ‘Mann Coramae chhey, 1984F \ale Crime and Del uer
: Unlver31ty of Alabama Pressp 212 243 ERTUMR R

| Offender Based—Transactlon StatlStICS (OBTS) Cahforma Department of
Justlce Law Enforcement Informatlon Center 1987-1992 Wl :

"Pollack Otto, 1950 Crimi i
- Press, Phlladelphla

of W "men Umver31ty of Pennsylvanra" »‘ ,,
Rosen, L (1985) "Famrly and Dehnque:_ncy Structure or Functlon7"
’ Cnmmology Vol 23 553 573 S

f .kRosenbaum, Jill L. (1989) "Famlly Dysfunctlon and Female
' Dehnquency " Cnme and Dehnquency Vol 35 No, 1: 31-44

- ’Slmon, thaJ and Lanchs, Jean 1991 Th Cnm'sWomen Commi
" Punishments They Receive, Lexmgton Books, Lexmgton
Massachusetts/ Toronto 12 46 68 |

fSurette, Ray, 1992 Mecu*: rime and Crimi e ,
Be_a_lrt_;eg Brooks/ Cole Pubhshmg Company, Pac1f1c Grove
Cahforma




E 'Weﬂs Edward L., & Rankln Joseph ‘f

‘U S Bureau of Census Statlstrcal Abstracts of the Umted States
R Washmgton DC 1953 and 1992 S

_‘ 'Van Voons P F CullenyR‘;. Mathers and C Gardner (1988) "The

: Impact of Family Structure and Quallty on Delinquency: A
-Comparative Assessment of Structu
Crimmology Vol 26 No 2 235 261

and Dehnquency " Crnmnology Vol, 26 No 2 263 284

o v"-‘_Wells Edward L &Rankm Joseph H (1991) "Farmhes and S
i Dehnquency A Meta—Anayms of the Impact of Broken Homes “, Ml o

Soc1al Problems Vol 38 No 1 71—90

' ,-:..Wllkmson Karen B St1tt Grant & EI’leSOl‘l, L (1982) "Slbhngs and
B Dehnquent Behavror " Crrmmology, Vol 20 No 2 223—239

._,al and Functlonal FaCtorS ,,r:, -

'}"(’1988) "Dn'ect Parental Cont:t'ols"";:"v"_ﬁ' S



	Self-perceptions of women who kill
	Recommended Citation


