




ancient civilizations "played a role in the development of the� 

ideals of 'equality, charity and fraternity. In 1940, a� 

Chinese scholar published, in Chinese, "an impressively� 

documented volume on, The Influence of Chinese Thought on� 

European Culture.** The author declared that "Chinese� 

philosophy was without a doubt the basic cause of the French� 

Revolution.� 

There are many points of agreement between the Chinese� 

philosophy of Confucianism and the ideals of the� 

Enlightenment. H- G. Creel asked that we consider the� 

possibility that the ideas might have come from the study of� 

China for the philosophy of the Enlightenment developed� 

precisely at the period when Europe was learning of� 

Confucianism.® He asked, if the ideas were an indigenous� 

development, why then do the characteristics of the positive� 

nature of man, the right of the people to overthrow a� 

tyrannical ruler, the belief that all men deserve equality of� 

opportunity, and the concept that governments should allow� 

religious toleration all sound Confucian?� 

While the writings of Confucius and Mencius appear to� 

include a great amount of common sense, and their precise� 

impact on European thought inay hot obvious, the evidence is� 

overwhelming that many Of the leading European intellectuals� 

® Creel (1949) 263.� 

' Creel (1949) 254-55.� 

8 Creel (1949) 254.� 
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possessed detailed knowledge of Chinese philosophy and Gulture
 

and sought to use that knowledge to change European thought,
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■ " ■APPENDIX ^ 

The bdoks on Ghina owned by John Locke: 

1) Barros, Joao deV Asia: de^ fatti de^ Portoghesi 

nello scoprimento, & conguista de^ mari, & Venetia. yenetia: 

1561. This was the second major book published on Asia. 

Barros had cbmpleted the first draft of the text in 153^, only 

24 years after Utopia by Thomas More. Locke's copy had a 5

entry page list in pencil.^ 

2) Mendoza, Juan Gonzalez de. Historia della China. 

Rome: 1586. This book, commissioned by the Vatican, achieved 

great popularity before l600. Locke's first copy had a 4

entry page list. 

3) Mendoza. The History of China. Translated from 

Spanish by R. Parke. London: 1588. 

4) Mendoza. AritWerp, 1655, Trans1ated from Spanish into 

Latin. . ■ ■ 

5) Alfaro, Pedro de. Voyage into China. London: 1588. 

This is a portion of the Parke translation into English of 

Mendoza's work. 

^ According to Harrison and Laslett/ an entry list was Locke's 
notation in the back of a book of pages he may have believed 
to be important. It is an indication that he had read that 
portion of the book. 



6) Herrade, Martin de. Foyage into CJaina. London: 1588,
 

This is a portion of the Parke transiatibh ihfe) Engl.ish gf
 

Mendoza.
 

7) Ignacio, Martin. Foyage round London:
 

1588. This is a portion of the Parke translation into English
 

of Mendoza. The Mendoza book was the definitive book on China
 

written before 1600. LoGke owned six different editions in
 

three languages. This niSy indicate that he had a significant
 

interest in China.
 

8) Trigault, Nicolas, De Christina expeditipne apud
 

SinaSf suscepta ab Socxetate lesu, bx. P.M. Ricci,.^ AugUstae
 

Vind, 1615. This book is the edited journals of MatteoRicci,
 

the first significant Jesuit missionary to China. Ricci's
 

first-hand account (edited by Trigault) was the second
 

definitive book on China and the most authoritative work at
 

the time of its publication to yet appear on that country, its
 

people, customs, laws, philosophy and government. Locke owned
 

two editions in two languages.
 

9) Trigault, Nicolas. Hist6ri& de I'Bxpbditioh
 

chrestiehne au royaume de la China... l^onz 1616.
 

10) Martini, Mairtino. sinicae historiae decas prima.
 

Monochii: 1658. Written by a Jesuit missionary to China.
 

11) Martini, Martino. Sinicae historiae decas prima.
 

Amsterdam: 1659. Locke's copy had a 5-line page list in
 

pencil.
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12) Spizelius, 'Ttieophilns. pe re literari& Sinensium^
 

Amsterdam: 1660.
 

13) Martinus, M. Regni Sinensis a Tartaris devastate
 

Enarratio. Amsterdam, 1661.
 

14) Faure, Jacques le. Letter sur l^eatat present de la
 

Chine. Paris: 1662.
 

15) Nieuhof, Johan. L^ambassade de la Compagnie
 

Orientale des Provinces Vnies vers l^empereur de le. Chiiie.».
 

Leyde: 1665.
 

16) Bourgessy Jacques de. Relation du Voyage deMons.
 

Paris: 1666. (with a 3-line page list in pencil)
 

17) Philippusi, De la St. yoyage d'(?Mfe«t. tyoh: 1669.
 

(with a 2-line page list in ink)
 

18) Kircher, Anthanasius. China monumentis qua sacris
 

qua profanis... Amsterdam: 1667.
 

19) Fernandez Navarette, Domingo. Tratados historicpSy
 

politicos, ethicos y religiosos de la monarchia de China.
 

Madrid: 1676. This book contains approximately a dozen pages
 

on the teachings of Mencius.
 

20) Palafox y Mendoza, Juan de. The history of the
 

Tartas. London: 1679.
 

21) Stanley/ Thomas. The history of philosophy. London:
 

1687.
 

22) Brune, J. de la. La Morale de Confucius philosophe
 

de la Chine. Amsterdam: 1688. This translation of Gonfueius'
 

Sinarum Philosophus 'was edited by Couplet and published in
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Paris in 1687. It was the first full translation of the great
 

Chinese classics of philosophy. Included were the Analects,
 

The Great Offering, and the Doctrine of the Mean.
 

23) Clericus, J. Historia philosophie Orientalis...ex
 

Anglica lingua in Latinan transtulit... 1690.
 

24) Bouvet, Joachim- Portrait historique de L'Empereur
 

de la Chine. Paris, 1697. This work praised the tolerant
 

rule of the Chinese emperor K'ang-hsi, and was dedicated to
 

his direct contemporary, Louis XIV.
 

25) Comte, Louis le. Nouveaux memoires sur l^etat
 

present de la China. Vol 1 & vol 2, third edition. Paris:
 

1697. This was a positive account of China's politics,
 

government, and moral principles written by the six French
 

Jesuits to China in 1685.
 

26) Gobien, C. le. Nouveaux Memoires sur 1-etat present
 

de la Chine. Vol 3. Paris: 1698.
 

27) Brand, Adam. A Journal of an Embassy from their
 

majesties: John & Peter Alexowits Emperors of Muscovy into
 

China 1693. London: 1698. (extensive margin notes, 10-entry
 

page list in pencil)
 

28) Leibnitz, Gottfried Wilhelm von. Novissima Sinica.
 

Second edition. Hanover(?): 1699.
 

29) Alexander, N. Apologie des Dominicans missionaries
 

de la Chine, Ou Response au line de P: le Tellier intitule
 

Defense des Nouveaux Chretires. 1699.
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30) Historia Cultus Sinensium. 1700. (with a 12-line
 

page list in pencil)
 

31) Gobien, C. le(?). Remarques d^un Dr.: en Theologie
 

stir la protestation des Jesuites & c. Paris(?): c. 1700.
 

32) Gobien, Charles le. Dissertatio apologetica
 

Sinensium Vitibu politics. Leod: 1700.
 

33) Alexander N. Conformite de ceremonies Chinoises avec
 

l^Idolative Grecque ed Romaine. 1700.^
 

34) Lettre de Mess: des Missions stranges aua Pape^ sur
 

les Idolatries et supersitions Chinoises. c. 1700.
 

35) Lettre d^un Dr.: de L^Ordre de St. Dominique (i.e. N.
 

Alexandre) sur les ceremonies de la Chine au R. P le Comte.
 

1700.
 

36) Comte, Louis le. Lettre au Due de Mayne sur les
 

ceremonies de la Chine. Leig: 1700. (with a 3-line page list
 

in pencil)
 

37) Lettre d/un Dr. de l^ordre de St. Dominique (i.e. N.
 

Alexandre) au P: le Comte sur son Systems de 1 ancienne
 

religion de la Chine. 1700.
 

38) N. Alexander. Lettre d^une personnede Piete sur un
 

Ecrit des Jesuites intitule la censure refute touchant la
 

religion etie culte des Chinois. 1701.
 

39) Fernandez Navarette, Domingo. Respone a l^Apologie
 

des Jesuites de la Chine composes par le P. Diego Morales.
 

Cologne: 1701.
 

The publisher is unknown.
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