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STAGE REVIEW

Strong acting in fine short plays

by Robyn Saunders
Chronicle staff writer

Life is full of unusual, ironic
twists. The fact that I begged and
pleaded for this ticket (when all I
really wanted to do was catch
some z’s,) is ironic enough. Di-
rected and performed by students,
An Evening of One-Acts proved
to be an interesting experience
full of paradoxical twists and ee-
rie subplots.

Directed by Marya Slater,
Peter Shaffer’s White Liars is the
story of a fortune teller, two cli-
ents, a ghost, and the struggle for
truth. Baroness Lemberg, played
by Heather Stephens, is the for-

tune teller approached by Tom
and Frank (Marc Shrem and Bill
Robertson.) Stephens’ energetic
performance eclipsed those of the
other two. She brought wit and
emotion to whal was an other-
wise dry storyline.

The second actof the evening
was Leonard Melfi’s Birdbath,
directed by Wendi Hastings. This
play cast Rob Foley as Frankie,
an aspiring poet/waiter, and Keri
Hostetler as Velma, a poor, com-
pletely insecure waitress with a
stunning imagination.

I've always found the most
honest way to say whether or not
a performance is “good” is if
you're sympathetic to what the

character is feeling. Does your
stomach become nervous as she
trembles with confusion? Do you
feel angry as he swigs martinis
until a drunken stupor results? In
thiscase, the answer to these ques-
tions is yes. Every action the ac-
tors took was extremely real and
tangible.

Hostetler gave a remarkable
performance as the naive and
oppressed Velma. One emotion
led to another in a riveting se-
quence. Foley was seductive,
charming, and evil all at the same
time. Together, the two created
an unforgettable stage presence
with overlapping emotions and
surprises.
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by Robyn Saunders
Chronicle staff writer

I waited, then I waited some
more. I watched the empty stage

son walked in, then a couple more.

A comedy show took place
February 11 in the Recital Hall.
If you missed it, don’t worry you
weren’t the only one. On a night
with three other conflicting events,
including Congresswoman
Maxine Waters you were bound to
miss something.

Glenn Johnson, a member of
the audience, made his comedy
debut during the extensive wait.
Fortunaltely relief came soon and
the first comedian, Neil Edwards
took the stage. Edwards line of
fire ranged from jokes about the
DMV, mooning, vaginas, and

and the lone microphone. One per-

Christian music.

Next was Arthur Morrensy,
aka Mr. Sunshine. Mr. Sunshine
who has appeared on A&E Com-
edy on the Road, relied on the dark

and twisted for his line of humor.

Headlining the evening was
Shang, a twenty-nine year old na-
tive New Yorker. Shang proved 0
be different than the others. Crazy
and spontaneous, his humor re-
flected perceptions of the riots,
racial issues, the presidency, and
Chia pets.

“At first people didn’t get
it...but things started happening
[LA/Chicago riots, racial tension]
and the audience started to under-
stand”, related Shang. He cites the
daily news as a source of inspira-
tion for his material.

Whatreally sethim apart from
the rest was his spontaneity. He
took advantage of the entire stage,

Comics become stand-up buddles
to a small, loyal campus audience

JOON PAUL KiM/The Chronicie

bouncing, running around, and
hiding behind the curtain. Energy
flowed from every word and ac-
tion.

Previously Shang has ap-
peared on Showtime’s Comedy
Central and has toured constantly
throughout the country.

by Steve Jennings
Chronicle staff writer

Cal State, San Bernardino,
Professor Al Mariam probably
teaches the only class on campus
in which students play the role of
a federal, state or county legisla-
tor. And what’s more, none of
them had any idea that they would
be entrusted with responsibility
of creating laws when they
walked in the door back in Janu-
ary. Each of them would have to
research, analyze and propose
legislation in the form of a 25
page legislative draft.

Althoughtherequired length
of the papers seems excessive,
Mariam is quick to point out that
the amount of research needed to
do a thorough job should easily
fill 25 pages or more. Most of
Mariam's students agree.

“At first I thought it was
overwhelming, but after consid-
ering the scope of what the paper
required, I found that I had more
than25 pages,” said student Greg
Fayard, a political science major.
“Getting started was the biggest
hurdle.”

Students of Mariam's Politi-
cal Science 320 Legislative Pro-
cess class found that they would
notonly be taught how the legis-
lative process works, but they
would also have to translate their
lessons into practical knowledge.

“Working on the paper
taught me that the process of get-
ting legislation passed takes alot
of time and requires a great deal
of research,” said Abeer Khatib,
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one of Mariam’s students who
did her proposal on banning

smoking in all public buildings
“"j4'done, we plan to''submit the

and 1n all parts of restaurants.
“When you're making laws,
you've got to know exactly what
it is you want to do and how you
want it to be done.”

Mariam thinks this is the best
way (o truly learn the material.

“If you're going to leam
aboutthe legislative process, you
need to learn about the vehicle by
which a solution to a problem
becomes law,” said Mariam.
“Learning about lawmaking is
enhanced by attempting to write
laws.”

According to Mariam, mak-
ing good laws requires a great
deal of study in the subject area.
He said that the process involves
three steps: identification of the
problem area, examination of ex-
isting laws and statutes in the
subject area with particular at-
tention given to inadequacies,
gaps and loopholes, and propos-
ing changes to the existing laws
or proposing entirely new ones.

“These three steps embody
the legislative process,” said
Mariam. “The key is in the re-
search. Nothing requires the leg-
islature to make good laws and,
without diligent, comprehensive
research, they probably won’t.”

Mariam sees an end beyond
the classroom for the work done
by his students. He said that when
he came up with the idea of hav-
ing students write legislation
rather than the typical term pa-
per, he had the ulimate goal of
having his students submit their
work to real legislators.

Class creates legislation

“After I hand back the drafts
and we come up with a few re-
finements and all the fine tuning

best proposals (o area legislators
someltime early nextquarter,” said
Mariam. “This will give students
the opportunity to offer their leg-
islative proposals to lawmakers
who are sympathetic to their
cause.”

Althoughthe chancesof any
student’s proposal being enacted
into law is slim, Mariam said that
legislators could very possibly
borrow from the proposals oreven
initiate a similar proposal based
on the student’s ideas.

“There are anumber of likely
results from this exercise,” said
Mariam. “This gives students a
link to the policy-making pro-
cess, a venue for correspondence
with their legislator, possibly an
opportunity to testify as to the
merits of the proposed legisla-
tion,and one of the studentscould
even aspire to elected office as a
result of the experience.”

Mariam is optimistic about
the implications of increasing stu-
dent involvement with the pro-
cess of making laws, and with
government in general.

“I hope the students take
away this very important concept
from the class,” said Mariam.

“The concept is that good
ideas about how we can solve
society's problems are just that;
good ideas. Before the ideas can
have a positive impact on soci-
ety, they have to undergo a set of
procedures. Only then can those
ideas be put into action for the
good of society.”

by Dehlia Umunna
Chronicle staff writer

Exercise and aerobics help keep
the body and mind fit and reduce
stress. Many people are however
unaware of the aerobics and step
class designed for faculty and
staff.

The class meets at 12-1pm on
Mondays and Fridays for aerobics
with Elaine Burkholder as in-
structor. The stepclasshasLenora
Venturina as instructor and meets
at 12-1pm Wednesdays. Both
classes meetatthe small gymand
membership is free.

The class started initially with
the organizers recruiting under-
graduate PE majors as instruc-
tors. They were paid to teach the
class and consequently the mem-
bers were charged a small fee.
However, since Mary Schmidt
took over the organization of the
class and invited the two sisters
to be instruciors the class has
become free.

Lunchtime aerobics offered for
members of CSUSB community

“Ilove it “ says Burkholder, “it
is something I will encourage not
only the faculty and staff to do
but also the students, who al-
though they do not get credit for
it sdll get to work out and have
fun."

The class has had it’s share of|
problems with low attendance,
low morale, lack of recognition
and lack of awareness of people
of its benefits.

“We are appealing to faculty
and staff directors to encourage
theiremployeesto atiend this free
and beneficial class” says Elaine.

One of the consistent partici-
pants, Mary Schmidt, says “stud-
ies have shown that people who
exercise have fewer sick days”.

One last appeal made by the
instructors is that they do want
feedback and ideas from every-
one who has a concern for fit-
ness.

“We are trying our best to help
them keep fit and smiling, espe-
cially since you get 10 go at your
own pace” says Burkholder.
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WEDNESDAY

LADIES NIGHT
"EXOTIC MALE REVIEW"

THURSDAY
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