California State University, San Bernardino

CSUSB ScholarWorks

Inland Empire Hispanic News Special Collections & University Archives

12-11-1996

December 11th 1996

Hispanic News

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.lib.csusb.edu/hispanicnews

Recommended Citation

Hispanic News, "December 11th 1996" (1996). Inland Empire Hispanic News. 143.
https://scholarworks.lib.csusb.edu/hispanicnews/143

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Special Collections & University Archives at CSUSB
ScholarWorks. It has been accepted for inclusion in Inland Empire Hispanic News by an authorized administrator of
CSUSB ScholarWorks. For more information, please contact scholarworks@csusb.edu.


https://scholarworks.lib.csusb.edu/
https://scholarworks.lib.csusb.edu/hispanicnews
https://scholarworks.lib.csusb.edu/specialcollections
https://scholarworks.lib.csusb.edu/hispanicnews?utm_source=scholarworks.lib.csusb.edu%2Fhispanicnews%2F143&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://scholarworks.lib.csusb.edu/hispanicnews/143?utm_source=scholarworks.lib.csusb.edu%2Fhispanicnews%2F143&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:scholarworks@csusb.edu






















8

March on Washington

Inland Empire Hispanic News

Wednesday, December 11, 1996
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Publisher's Note: the Inland Empire
Hispanic News commissioned Arthur
Ramos to travel to Washington D.C. to
observe and participate in the first
Marcha, "La Corrdinadora '96", which
occurred on El Dia De La Raza, Octo-
ber 12. The following is his report:
By Arthur Ramos

What a historical event. They came
by air; they came by land. There were
thousands of organizers and activists
from throughout the United States:
Latinos from California, Arizona, New
Mexico, Illinois, New York, New Jer-
sey, Virginia, Washington, D.C.,
...... This was physical evidence of a
national demonstration with one pur-
pose in mind: THE UNITY OF THE
HISPANIC TO COUNTER THE NA-
TIONAL RACISM THAT HAS PER-
VADED OUR NATION.

The Marcha was the culmination of
a plan that was conceivedin 1993 asa
result of anti-immigrant politics gener-
ated by then California gubernatorial
campaign. At a later date, this was the
focus of Governor Wilsonin hisunsuc-
cessful presidential campaign, followed
by the divisive campaign of Proposi-
tion 187.

Thousands marched the four miles
from Meridan Hill Park throughout the

day and night to be joined by thousands
others marching down 16th Streetto the

Ellipse, every soul chanting, "estaes mi
terra; esta es mi lucha; un solo pueblo-
sin fronteras; la raza unida, jamas sera
vencida". The immense throng of people
continued, "Somos Parte” to celebrate
our presence, our contributions, our
culture and our language.

"We are Americans because we be-
lieve inthe Constitution, in equality and
justice before the law of everyone,” said
Juan Jose Gutierrez, the chief coordina-
tor of the Marcha. The rally kicked off
when Gutierrez introduced a choir that
sang the "Star Spangled Banner” in
Spanish.

Speaker after speaker followed, in-
cluding Latino members of Congress,
labor leader and advocates for immi-
grant rights groups.

"For the first time in history, we
come here to the center of power to say,
"YaBasta," said Congresswoman Nydia
Velasquez, (D-NY), who continued,
"Thank you Newt Gingrich and your
band of Republican radicals for bring-
ing us together," and the crowd cheered.

"I came here from Riverside with my
twelve year old son to express my con-
cerns of the growing anti-immigrant
sentiments and to have my son be a part,
to experience the Chicano movement
onthis history day," said Randy Segovia,
Founder of CriMAS and graduate of
Cal State Fullerton majoring in crimi-
nal justice.

" As a Latino county fire fighter, we
came here to denounce the affirmative
action proposition and to educate our-
selves of our political potential through
unity,” said Pat Gomez, member of the
California Latino Fire fighters Asso-
ciation from San Bernardino County.

"I came here from Redwood City,
California to express my dissatisfac-
tion to Pete Wilson, Newt Gingrich,
and Conservative Republicans for do-
ing away with affirmative action in our
universities," said Maria De Delgado,
who was currently working toward her
Phd. in Bilingual Education at the Uni-
versity of San Francisco.

Much like the Raza Movementinthe

"70s and '80s, the similar issues of ac-
cesstohighereducation, access tohigher
paying jobs and the struggle for accep-
tance is relevant now to the La
corrdinadora '96 as it was then. The
March served as a unity network and to
give stern message to many elected
officials to take a step back and not
underestimate the growing Latino popu-
lation or take us for granted. The event
focused on the many anti-immigration
laws passed and to remind all Latinos,
the importance of registering to vote,
and the importance to act on their right
to vote on election day, as the crowd
chanted "Rememberin November". The
rally - called by some the "encuentto”
(the rendezvous or meeting), but La
coordinadora - was meant to bring unity

. to Latino ranks at a time when local and
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East Los Angeles Drum and Bugle Corp from Pro-Uno.

national politicians are showing an ever
increasing anti-immigrant fervor.

"Companeros y companeras, buenas
tardes. - Si, soy bilingue" said Geraldo
Rivera, Channel 2 celebrity talk show
host, as he addressed the crowd to in-
form them that he was bilingual and
supports our quest for justice. Rivera
also expressed the importance of sup-
porting a citizen police review board in
all communities to ensure accountabil-
ity and respect. Rivera introduced Mr.
Baez, a father who lost his son to a
police brutality incident. Mr. Baez plea
is no stranger to those who suffer under
the color of the authority, and some-
thing positive must derive from the
“actions of intolerances.

The official platform of the Marcha,
'Coordinadora '96' was to champion for
1) Basic human and constitutional
rights; 2) Free public education from
kindergarten to college for all children
including immigrants; 3) Establishcom-
munity citizen police review board; 4)
Expand on health and welfare benefits;
5) increase minimum hourly wages to
$7; 6) Improve affirmative action and
equal opportunities for all; and 7) Sim-
plify the citizenship process and extend
amnesty for all undocumented immi-
grants prior to January 1, 1992.

La Coordinadora '96 has given us a
greater focus of the impact that Latinos
have on all levels of government by
simply participating and voicing our
power of the VOTE to progress for-
ward in the near future. The emergence
of La Coordinadora '96 has applied
itself to unify all Latin ethnic organiza-
tions and to commit our energies to
ensure basic constitutional rights and
equal opportunity for all people under
the law. La Coordinadora '96 partici-
pants has successfully chartered a
unique trend of communications
through the computer internet systems
and stressed that Latinos should par-
ticipate in one of the most important
issue - the impact of computer aided
technology in educating our children -
to assure parity in the 21st century.

Several issues must be placed into
perspectivetoensure La coordinadora's
success. A question of where we are
going from this point arises as Latinos
have reached a new level - in the recent

Presidential Election - of voter partici-
pation. States such as California, Texas
and Florida have experience 90% in-
creases in Latino vote turnout. Mans®
marchistas have pledged to focus on the
2000 Presidential election and have
considered to run a Latino platform to
ensure that many of the issues not go
unanswered.

With the university systems enforc-
ing phases of proposition 209, many
minorities will begin to organize and
restructure their energy to push Latino/
as candidates toward the 1998 & 2000
(Gubernatorial & Presidential) election.
The focus of "La Coordinadora '96" is
just a part of - what is yet to.come - and
the impact on many new naturalized
AMERICAN citizens is still to be mea-
sured. ’

On October 12, 1996, participants
participated in unique "Marcha” and
the message was carried through the.
many networks broadcasting live on
television, - much like the pied pipers
of Washington D.C. tobeat of the drum-
mers we hear as we cast our vote on
election day. La Coordinadora '96 has
reached an aura of philanthropic ideas
that can truly be the step in the future
until then Latinos must continue tcslft
on their voting rights.

As participants and observers, there
were several, factors. that .cantributed
toward the-attitudes;and-bias encoun-
tered during the trip. First, our itinerary
required stops along the route to and
from Washington, and in which many
merchants and people reflected igno-
rance on the question of diversity in our
society. Secondly, the eastern press
coverage of Latinos continue to have a
negative perception and imagery which
intensifies a faux pas and portrays false
stereotypes of hard working ethnic mi-
norities.

The total thrust focused on uniting
all Latinos and pursue to work together
for a common goal. However, until we
acceptourselves as we are - not what we
wish to be - can start to make a differ-
ence. The importance of reverting to a
positive focal point of issues facing us
today - can impact our future and the
future of our children.

MERRY CHRISTMAS




