
Chronicle Page 5 Monday, June 10, 2013CoyoteChronicle.net
Started from the bottom, now I’m hereStarted from the bottom, now I’m here
Graduating senior reß ects on the lowest moment of  his academic career and how it pushed him to succeed

The room was shabby, 
stuffy, and depressingly 
beige in color - typical fare 
for a worn-down portable 

classroom.
One side of the room was adorned 

with Polaroid photos of older and hag-
gard looking people, some with scabs 
dotting their faces that were indicators of 
heavy methamphetamine abuse.

The teacher, a kindly old man who 
looked like he was hours away from re-
tirement, sat at his desk in the front of the 
room, reading a book. I sat in the back 
of the room, scanning my classmates for 
any signs of life or vitality. There were 
none.

It was my Þ rst day at the Yucaipa 
Adult School, and I had nobody but my-
self to blame for being here. I wasn’t a 
very rebellious or problematic kid in 
general; I was polite to my teachers and 
nice to my friends and other classmates.

I was, however, overwhelmed with 
boredom and had a dangerous lack of 
motivation. I let my ennui get the best 
of me, and my grades were so bad that I 
was barred from walking with my class 
at graduation and forced to make up my 
failures at the adult school.

I was barely 18, and I had already 

resigned myself to the notion that I was 
going to have a terrible life.

Nearly all of my other friends, even 
the ones who smoked with me in the 
back of my truck, went on to nice col-
leges and presumably bright futures. 
They had their lives straightened out and 
I didn’t, and my hopelessness and jeal-
ousy was overwhelming.

I vividly remember my school coun-
selor’s unsympathetic tone as she broke 
the news to me. It was a tone not unlike a 
jury foreman reading a verdict to a con-
victed criminal.

After she read my sentence, she 
managed to blurt out a fake and forced 
“I’m sorry” before rushing me out the 
door to give the same disassociated 
speech to another high school f*ck-up.

The teacher passed around packets 
full of pages that were unskillfully photo-
copied from a third-rate 1970s textbook. 
It contained basic algebra problems, Þ ll-
in-the-blank U.S. History passages, and 
9th grade reading comprehension work. 

“You’re here because you want to 
be here,” I remember him saying. “You 
can leave whenever you like. Whether 
or not you succeed depends on the work 
you do.”

As the weeks went on, I burned 
through packet after packet, re-learning 
things I was taught in classes I barely at-
tended.

As time progressed, the class size 
shrank as faces I had grown accustomed 
to began to disappear.

At the end of the summer, less than 
half the class was left. I triumphantly 
presented my Þ nal packet to my teacher, 
and after a few signatures, I was free.

I immediately raced to my former 
high school to get my awaiting diploma. 
I remember the assistant principal was 
on the phone with someone as he fum-
bled through his desk to get the piece of 
paper I worked all summer for.

His handshake was limp and uncar-
ing, and he didn’t look me in the eye. 
After getting my diploma, I immediately 
drove to Chaffey to sign up for classes.

I always tell people that day was the 
most productive of my life.

Years later, as I await the improb-
able situation of graduating from a uni-
versity, my mind takes me back to that 
dingy portable where I spent the lowest 
moments of my academic life.

I’ll also think about the counselors 
and teachers who tossed me aside as a 
lost cause as I walk across the stage and 
shake Dr. Salvador’s hand.

The ride was not without its bumps, 
but the mere fact that I’m here graduat-
ing signiÞ es my desire to forge a better 
life for myself, despite what I had done 
in the past.

I’m here because I want to be here.

BY MATTHEW BRAMLETT
Coyote Contributor
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SPORTS  PLAYERS   MAJOR

Men’s Basketball  
        Kwame Alexander  Anthropology
        Johnny Bell   Business
        Pablo Genevo   Business
        R.J. Funnamark   Biology

Women’s Basketball
        Jaslyn Cosey   Sociology
        Eliza Dy   Rehabilitation-
            Counseling
        Kristen Huffman   Sociology
    Qorreah Joice   Graphic Design

Baseball
    Michael Castello   Sociology
    Jake Pilkerton   Business
    Curtis Cassise   History
    Billy Hamilton   Kinesiology
    Mike Massari   Kinesiology
    Ruben Salizar   Criminal Justice
    James Trebus   Kinesiology
    Andrew Harrison   History

Softball
    Britney Butler   Kinesiology
    Monica Ferguson   Business
    Alyssa Flores   Kinesiology 
    Jamie Leffi ngwell  Kinesiology

SPORTS  PLAYERS   MAJOR

Men’s Soccer
    Tanner Olinger   Kinesiology
    Martin Esqueda   Psychology

Women’s Soccer
    Priscilla Collings   Sociology
    Priscilla Gomez   Psychology
    Allison Pena   Kinesiology
    Jani Carmona-Urbano  Kinesiology
    Amanda Villavicencio  Kinesiology
    Ashley Wolf   Kinesiology

Cross Country
    Courtney Ciraulo   Psychology 
    Katherine Gomez   Liberal Studies
    Nancy Rodriguez   Biology

Volleyball
    Jessica Girgle   Pre-Nursing
    Camille Smith   Kinesiology
    Erica Walters   Kinesiology 
    Mercedes Winchester  Communications

Golf
    Kevin Bateman   Business

While attending CSUSB I have 
made many new friends, undergone mul-
tiple transformations, and created lifelong 
memories.

I will be graduating this Saturday with 
a BA in Communication with a mass com-
munication concentration.

I enrolled at CSUSB during the fall of 
2010 as a psychology major after complet-
ing two years at Crafton Hills Community 
College.

My fi rst year as a Coyote was quite 
stressful; I wasn’t attending classes on a 
regular schedule and ended up on academ-
ic probation multiple times.

In addition, I began to doubt myself 
thinking that maybe college wasn’t for me.

After almost a year of struggling as 
a psychology major I made the switch to 
communications with a concentration of 
mass.

Since then, I no longer had to deal 
with the stress of academic probation and 
for once was able to tolerate my classes.

After enrolling in various core com-
munications courses I began to lean to-
wards fi lm history and video production.

That was another one of my many 
phases and transformations.

In the winter of 2012 I enrolled in 
Comm 240, writing for media, with pro-
fessor Kathryn Hansler. 

This specifi c course was chosen in or-
der to fulfi ll a mass communication con-
centration requirement.

This course required students to learn 
the different techniques and strategies used 
in journalism.

I like to think this was the class that 
initially sparked my interest in journal-
ism.

During the winter of 2013 I decided 
to enroll in Comm 243D with professor 
James Smart. The purpose of this class 
was to simulate working for a newspaper 
company and required students to write 
stories for the Coyote chronicle.

For the duration of that quarter I 
wrote for the sports section covering sto-
ries on CSUSB sports teams.

While writing for the Chronicle I re-
alized I had fi nally found what I wanted to 
do with my life.

At the end of last quarter I approached 
Professor Smart and asked how I could 
become more involved in the Chronicle.

Since I discovered my career path 
late in my college career I needed to gain 
all the experience I could with the short 
amount of time I had left.

I decided to enroll in Comm 399B, 
community service project. While en-
rolled for this course I worked for the 
Chronicle as assistant sports editor.

Some of my responsibilities included 
editing stories, generating layouts, and 
composing story ideas.

Working for the Chronicle this past 
quarter has given me the experience and 
knowledge I need to pursue a career with-
in this fi eld of work.

I believe my time at CSUSB will play 
a vital role in my future success in life.

By KRISTOPHER SARIKAS
Special Edition Editor  in chief

CSUSB athlete graduates of  Spring 2013

Congratualtions class of  2013!

Tough road leads to Tough road leads to 
greatest victory greatest victory 

Chronicle Page 8 Monday, June 10, 2013CoyoteChronicle.net


