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Men’s basketball gives valiant effort in defeat
.

Ben Delgado | Chronicle Photos
(SUSB’s men’s baskethall team stood their ground against a legendary college powerhouse in the AP 17th ranked Bruins.
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afraid of playing UCLA. There was an
excited, amped up look to the Coyotes but
it was never over the top. They seemed to
just be ready for a fight.

CSUSB’s Theron Laudermill led the
charge with an undying effort even though
he was completely outsized in the paint
against UCLA. He led the Coyotes with 19
points and was able to grab six rebounds
while defending UCLA’s 6-feet-10-inches
and 300 pound center, Joshua Smith.

Smith was a huge force on both sides
of the court as CSUSB just did not have an
answer for him.

“[He’s] like a big old wall that you
can’t move. That’s a big man,” said Lau-
dermill.

Smith forced CSUSB starters Tre
Brewer and Kwame Alexander into early
foul trouble which was a huge loss for the
Coyotes as they sat a combined 19 minutes
in the first half and a total of 45 minutes in
the game because of foul trouble.

Both players ended up fouling out of
the game.

Alexander was the biggest loss as he
had a physical presence in the paint that
could match-up with the size of the UCLA
front court. He was able to score nine
points and grab five rebounds in only 14
minutes on the floor.

But he could not contain himself on
the floor as his adrenaline may have got the
most of him.

“It was extremely hard [to watch from

the bench] because | couldn’t really get
nothing going [sic],” said Alexander.

Smith ended the game with seven
rebounds, three blocks, two steals and a
game-high 26 points including 14-18 from
the free throw line.

CSUSB was undersized at every posi-
tion but it caused UCLA fits on both sides
of the floor as they used their quickness
and precision passing to their advantage.

Several times, a CSUSB player was
able to drive past their defender, only to be
denied a shot by Smith’s presence.

At one point, the Coyotes were able to
go on a 12-0 run in the second to take their
first lead since early in the first half.

To begin the run, the Coyotes switched
from man-to-man defense to a 2-3 zone
that stalled the UCLA offense enough for
the Coyotes to take advantage.

The CSUSB fans awoke with a
thunderous roar after taking the lead and
UCLA’s Head Coach Ben Howland de-
scribed the atmosphere as being a sched-
uled home game on the road.

CSUSB fans, while most likely out-
numbered, showed up in force and became
an advantage that the players were able to
feed off of.

Eventually, UCLA was able to take the
final lead thanks, in large part to their size,
but that doesn’t stop the Coyotes from be-
ing proud of their close defeat.

“l want to play them again,” said Al-
exander.

Visit coyotechronicle.com for more
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Do you have questions about going to graduate school?
Do you have questions about getting involved in research?

The CSUSB MARC Program (Minority Access to Research
Careers) can help by providing peer mentoring for students
in any health related major such as psychology, biology,

To set up a mentoring appointment contact: Brittani Washington, Program Coordinator

E-Mail: bwash@c

usb.edu - Phone: (909) 537-3152 . Office: FO-180




Coyote Chronicle:

Athlete of
the Week

Name: Camille Smith
Sport: Volleyball

Class: Junior

Moment:
Oct. 28 vs. (SU Stanislaus

Oct. 29 vs. Chico State
The volleyball team has been
a juggernaut this year because
each week a new player
elevates her game to another
level. This week, Camille Smith
flexed her muscles a bit. She
averaged 11 assists per set (55
total) in CSUSB’s road sweep at
Cal State Stanislaus and Chico
State. Smith helped keep the
team’s winning streak alive.

More about:

As a sophomore, Smith was
named second-team All-CCAA
and earned first-team
Daktronics and AVCA West
Region honors. She would like
to play beach volleyball
professionally after college.

Ben Delgado | Chronicle Photo
Smith sets volleyball up for a successful weekend.
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Soccer match gives unique experience

By AARON HUGHES
Staff Writer

The Los Angeles Galaxy defeated the
New York Red Bulls by two goals to one
on Thursday evening to advance to the
Western Conference Final.

The game had been lauded by the me-
dia before hand to be the biggest match-up
of the playoffs, pitting not only the coast-
al rivals against each other but also the
leagues two biggest players. The Red Bulls
are led by the former FIFA World Cup
winner and French national team legend

Thierry Henry, while the Galaxy are lead
by David Beckham, arguably the world’s
most popular sports figure.

The teams had met twice in regular
season play, and the Galaxy couldn’t man-
age to win either time. They tied 1-1 at
home and lost 2-0 away, but besides the
final score in this encounter, there was
something different: the fans.

The playoffs are a time when every
player is expected to step it up to another
level, to put everything on the line to do
whatever they can to secure victory. One
of the biggest factors in helping the players

do so is an intimidating fan base.

During the playoffs the fans also step
it up, making it that much more difficult for
the opposing players.

“Playing at home is a big factor,” said
Galaxy midfielder Mike Magee, according
to the Galaxy website. “We’ve established
ourselves as a very good home team and
our fans as you could tell tonight were
amazing, pushing us when guys were tired.
It’s definitely a lot better playing here.”

“We know these are difficult games.
But, the advantage is, we’re at home and
we’ll have our fans behind us,” said Beck-
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A raucous fan base is a significant advantage in the playoffs of any sport, but soccer fans may provide the hest support.

ham, according to the Galaxy website.

The Red Bulls fans showed up in force
as well, taking over two full sections in the
stadiums north east corner.

Lee Nishanian, a CSUSB student and
Red Bulls fan, was in attendance.

“The crowd was amazing,” said Nis-
hanian. “The game was exciting the whole
90 minutes and it was a fun atmosphere to
be in because there was so much passion
from the fans. | think the players fed off
that because the game was getting pretty
scrappy at times.”

The crowds at soccer matches are
different than any other sports. There is a
different vibe in the stands. It is hard to
explain. But you could definitely feel the
tension.

The Galaxy will be appearing in their
third consecutive conference final after
winning the two-game series with a 3-1 ag-
gregate goal total, including their 1-0 win
in Harrison, N.J., on Sunday.

thing unlucky about women's basketball s

By ZAFIRO TELLEZ
Staff Writer

With the addition of 13 new players, CSUSB’s women’s bas-
ketball team might find that having as much success as the one
they did a season ago may not come too easy.

It will be no easy task for coach Kevin Becker to put together
a winning team with so many new players.

Last year most of the team consisted of seniors, which pro-
vided the team with useful experience on the court.

This year Becker will have to rely on something other than
experience to anchor the ship.

“The biggest obstacle we have this year is working with the
system. How to play, what the team’s strengths and weaknesses
are in all stages of the game,” said Becker.

Becker is starting his sixteenth season as head coach and has
been coaching overall for a total of 33 years. During his coaching
stint here, he has become CSUSB’s all-time winningest coach in
our school’s 46 year history.

With such a seasoned coach, it may be his experience that will
make up for that of which the team lacks.

“Through all that time you have so many other experiences to
bank on, that hopefully my experience will help pull them through
tough times and try to coach them up a little bit,” said Becker.

Returning guards Jessica Dela Cruz and Angela Streets will
have a monumental role on the team this year. They will have to
use the experience gained over the years to help propel their inex-
perienced teammates forward.

“Dela Cruz and Streets have been good in trying to provide
the leadership to the team and both players got some good playing
time last year. They are familiar on how strong the conference is,”
said Becker.

Eliza Dy is another player who brings a lot of experience and
strength to the team. She is a transfer student from University of
the Pacific.

“Dy serves as a coach on the court to all the other players,”
said Becker.

Center player Kenisha McKee is another transfer student, but

from San Bernardino Valley College. At 6 feet-2-inches, there are
great expectations for her in the upcoming season.

Despite the lack of experience, coach Becker still has high
hopes and expectations for his Lady Coyotes.

“Personally I would like to be in the position to make confer-
ence playoffs, that puts you in the position to extend the season,”
said Becker.

Inexperience can lead to any team’s demise, but with an ex-
cellent coaching staff, great leadership, and exceptional talent, our
women’s basketball team should be able to equal last year’s suc-
cess, if not surpass it.
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Coach Kevin Becker hopes to lead women’s baskethall to back-to-hack NCAA tournaments.




