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For one good photo these CSUSB students came — local and international, short and tall,
different majors. This photo, taken April 19, 2012, was their way, in the middle of a busy
school day, of saying “Thank you” to Albert and Marilyn Karnig for their leadership.
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he sculptor

Like an artist with his material, Albert Karnig
worked to refine the piece in progress that
was Cal State San Bernardino.

by Koren Wetmore

When Albert Karnig took the helm as Cal State San Bernardino’s third pres-
ident in 1997, he set his sights on the future and developed a strategic plan.
A key component of that plan — to build the campus's physical and intellec-
tual environment — would establish the infrastructure needed for success.

Karnig approached his task with an entrepreneurial vision, that innate abil-
ity to assess the reality, dream the potential and achieve the impossible. And,
under his leadership, CSUSB grew, despite the economic forces that chal-
lenged it.

“| liken the work of Dr. Karnig to that of a master sculptor. The academic
stone put in place by his predecessors was of high quality, but rough hewn,”
said San Bernardino Mayor Patrick Morris. “He had an unerring sense of how
this stone must be shaped to meet the educational needs of a region whose
population was exploding in numbers and diversity, but had little contact
with higher education and the great opportunities that [one can] obtain
with a college and post-graduate experience.”

Students walking along west side of Social and Exercising in Student Recreation and Fitness Center
Behavioral Sciences Building

Murillo Family Observatelgg
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CSUSB nursing lab groundbreaking, Nov. 12, 2009 Transfer Day event in 2011
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College of Natural
Sciences commencement ceremony

In the past 15 years, Karnig’s academic sculpture gave rise
to 13 new buildings, including construction of the satellite
Palm Desert Campus, which was built entirely without state
funds.

“Dr. Karnig was key in our building a permanent Palm Des-
ert campus. He made regular trips to the desert for meetings
to support the entitling and construction, provided clout and
credibility to the finance campaign, and assisted in the clos-
ing of several major gifts,” said Richard Oliphant, former Indi-
an Wells mayor and co-leader of the campaign that brought
the satellite campus to the Coachella Valley. “It could not
have been built without him.”

The campus’s construction was funded by more than $40
million raised during Karnig’s tenure. It broke ground on its
first structure, the Mary Stuart Rogers Gateway Building, in
2000 and eventually grew to include the Indian Wells The-
ater, the Indian Wells Center for Educational Excellence and
the Palm Desert Health Sciences Building.

“... Being able to get everybody to rally around a
vision and get everyone on the campus to play their
role and work toward it, that is really his strength.”

Lou Monville, CSU Trustee

Student Orientation, Advising and Registration event in student union
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About the same time, the San Bernardino campus experi-
enced its own growth spurt.

The College of Social and Behavioral Sciences Building
opened in August 2002, consolidating the college’s nine de-
partments into one five-story, 135,635-square-foot building.
Funds for the $32.8 million project came from a 1998 voter-
approved education bond issue. The university’s third resi-
dence hall opened that same month, expanding the number
of on-campus student beds to more than 1,000.

More student housing followed after the acquisition in July
2004 of 11 acres, located across the street from the campus.
The University Village apartment-style complex added an-
other 480 student beds.

The Chemical Sciences Building, completed in the winter
of 2006, added 37,500 square feet of lecture and lab space,
along with a museum, to the College of Natural Sciences.

The 2008 opening of the $50 million College of Educa-
tion Building gave a physical home not only to classrooms,
offices and a literacy center, but also to the university’s first
doctoral program in education. Monies from Prop. 55, a state-
wide school-repair and construction bond passed in 2004,
covered the building’s construction cost, but not its $4 mil-
lion in furnishings and equipment. Those funds came from
donations raised through the university’s Tools for Education
campaign, a community-wide effort that included faculty,
staff and private donors, and supported largely by Watson
and Associates.

Like other projects that followed — such as the develop-
ment of a student recreation and fitness center and the ex-
pansion of the Santos Manuel Student Union — fund-raising
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College of Education Building



