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I. INTRODUCTION

Today there is much discussion and controversy about
~ the writing ability of chlldren in elementary and secondary
schools in the United States. Almost daily one can read
in some publication about the falllngs of the schools in
the area of teaching writing skills. |

If the goals set by the California educators involved
in Early Childhood Education, as recorded in The National
Observer®, are to be met, teaching of the Language Arts in

the elementary schools of California must‘become more skill
“oriented.

Evidently many people feel that greater attentlon
needs to be given to the teaching and learning of basic
skills in wrltlng.' The skills of punctuation, capitali-

. zation, and correct word usage have to be considered as the
1mportant elements in this dlscu381on. Spelling and hand-
wrltlng are skllls that have also been included in the
Language Arts controversy. _ ,

Greater emphasis on writing skills has to begln at
the prlmary level When children begln wrltlng, whether
creatlve or subgect area directed, an awareness of correct
word usage and punctuation should be developed.

For ch;ldren with reading problems their own writings
can open the door to reading success. One should always
read what one writes. Children enjoy reading their own
writings and in most cases, enjoy sharing their writings

8 puscha, Steve. "Impossible Goal." The National
Observer. December 14, 1974, p. 10. : '
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with classmates and the teacher. Therefore, the wrltten |
work should be readable by others and the content should
. be written 1n such a. fashlon as to be. understood by others."
Different teachers approach the Language Arts in @if-

ferent ways by using various: methods - of instruction and
empha31s.: Thls is as it should be. A teacher should utl—
‘llze the method with whlch he or she can work best.  Some
of the more 1mportant factors 1n the teacher's methodology
and approach however, is. readlness, ablllty, ‘and maturlty :
of the students.' j ‘ U. .T ,‘, N

- The wrlter recognlzes the controversy regardlng black
‘Englisn and. other dlalects.l7 21 However, we as teachers
must also be reallstlc regarﬁlng the future of the chlldren
who come from different cultural backgrounds and from im-
poverlshed homes and/or env1ronments.ﬁ These children need
© speech and wrltten models, and the . teacher is their model
for standard Lngllsh.6 Teachers should- work w1th these
chlldren in an accentlng and tolerant manner while pfOVldlng
‘_gu1dance. The writer agrees. w1th Thomas, "Ye need to help
‘eall chlldnen learn to read and write that rathen artlflclal
.. form we call standard written nngllsho"24

17 Lavatelll, Cella 5.3 Moore, Walter, and Kaltsounls,.
Theodore. HElementary School Curriculum. New York' Holt,
Rinehart and Winston Inc., 1972 ‘ - Lo

_ 21 Shafer busan.A "Mes31n W1f Lan nage. " ElementarY"
: School Journal, Vol. 76 No. 8 (ﬁay 19763 '500-505.

. 6 Dawson, Mlldred A, and Dlngee, Frieda Hayes. Chll-
V,dren Learn the Language Arts. Mlnneapolls, Minn.: Burgess
"Fublishing ﬁouse Company, L966.. .

: 24 Thomas,; Owen. "Guest Forum: ’Teachlng Children.
mﬁbout Language.?, Elementary Engllsh, Vol 51 No. 1 (Jan.
‘19?4) 11-15.° o ) _ y
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e live in a soc1ety where the accepted wrltten and

v  spoken communlcatlon norm is the'“...ratner artificial form
. we call standard written Engllsh."24 Therefore, these chil- '

dren with spec1al language’ problems should be glven extra

'soec1al attention in a p031tlve manner.

In the course of this research, the wrlter has read
materlal written by black wrlters.A None ‘of these writings
were composed 1n‘blacx Engllsh. "In fact, one research
source stated that black parents do not want their children

"taught black Lngllsh in the schools.l? These parents feel

that their children will learn black English through inter-

"action with peers in the neighborhood and on the playground.

I have found this to be true with my own child.

‘The concern of the educator should be to provide “in-
sﬁructlons in a program of Language Arts concentratlng on
skills and including other written activities such as
creative wrltlng for all children. Special con51derat10n
should be ‘given to those who. have a need.1

' 24 Thomas, Oweﬁ..'“GueSt Forum: Teacnlng thldren
about Language." Elementary hngllsh, Vol. 51 No, 1 (Jan,
1974) 11- 19. i ,

17 Lavatelli, Celia S.; Moore, Walter, ‘and . Kaltsounls,
Theodore, Elementary School Currlculum. New York: Holt
Rinehart and w1nston 1nc., 1972.-




 II. REVIEW OF LITERATURE

Language Arts in this paper will exclude the formal
or structured reading program. The definition of Lanwuage
Arts will mean -- the activities of writing, 1lstenlng,_
spelling, and speaklng.‘ These: were the major concern of .
activitys with- class during the Language Arts 1nstruct10nal
period. This deflnltlon is compatable w1th Language Arts
as defined when’ separated from the formal reading program
in the research 4,117 12, 6. .
" Even though this sﬁudy was concerned w1th Langua@e,
and not the formal reading, reading was actlvely in progress
at all times. Just as spelling and word study skllls take
place in the formal reading program. ' ,

' Bascis SklllS should not be relegated to a secondary

position in any Language Arts program. Lavatelll, Moore,
and Yaltsounlsl7 made this point as well as i:,vansl0 in his
writing about Language Arts. .

Schell20 was concerned with spelllng and the- 1mportance
of,proofreadlgg. Writing 15,3 form Qf communication and |

, 4 Burrors9 Alvina L., Perebee, June D.y Jackson, Doris
€C.; and Saunders, Dorothy 0. They All Want to drlte. ‘New -
York: Prentlce-Hall Inco, 1952. - . |

17 Lavatelli, Celia S.; Iﬁoore9 Walter and Kaltsounis,
Theodore. - Elementary School Curriculum. New York: Holt,
Rinehart and. wlnston Inc., 1972. ' S '

12 Greene, Harry A. and Petty, Nalter T. ,Developing'
Language Skills in the Elementary ‘School. Allym and Bacon,
1971 , :

| 10 Evaﬁs; Robert., "A Glove Thrown Down." Elementary
English, Vol;'44 No. 5 (May 1967) 523—527

20 Schell, ' Leo M ' "'B' In Comp031t10n, 'C!' in Spelllnw "
Elementary Engllsh Vol 52 No, 2 (Feb 1955) 239-242.
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one must spell well in order to communicate written ideas
and thoughts to others. Therefore, spelling is a factor
in any written work. ‘Students should be taught that spell~
ing has out-of-school relevance also. o

The writer writes for himself or herself about himself
or herself. At times, .the writer may be ‘assigned written
'work that says "I am .s.." or "y thlnk ....“ hspe01ally
with young chlldren, writings. should reflect a p031t1ve
self—lmage and an 1mproved self-confidence as the chlld
grows mentally and ‘physically. lb . In the classroom,_th1s
was a goal of our "Tooting My Horn" wrltlngs.“ Tootlng one's
horn is the colloqulal eXpPeSSLOR for saylng pos1t1ve thlngs
about one 8 self., 1n the classroom each child woulad. ex~’
press h1mself or herself under such titles as, "My Best -
&port " "My Best SubJect in School "’and "I am Very Good
at o ,," : : .fu< , , .
o Llstenlng skllls ‘are an’ 1mportaut part of Languawe
Arts. Thls fact was mentloned by several wrlters.‘ 5tew1g25
recommends readlng llterature to chlldren as a major motis
vatlng act1v1ty. Greerie and Petty12 devoted an entlre cha@ter““
to llstenlng skills in their book. They commented on llsten—
1ng as a recept1ve act1v1ty of the Language Arts., It is not,
a: pa581ve act1v1ty and should not be rewarded as such.12

16 Lapp, Diane and Fram Ralph D, "The Neglected i."
Elementary ﬁngllsh Vol. 52 No. l (Jan. 1976} 45-48. '

23 Stew1g, Hohm ¥Warren. Read.gg erte. New York:
»Hawthorn Books Inc., 1975. ' ’

12 Greene, Harry A. and Petty, Walter T. Developing
‘Language Skllls in the Elementary Schoel. Allyn and Bacon,
1971, _ ‘
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Llstenlng shoul& be . developed 1n tne total learnlng settlng
~of the elementary school Accordlng to Greene and Pettyl2 |
‘the teacher must decide the level of llstenlng that is ap-
prOprlate for each act1v1ty. ' ‘ ‘

ﬁaydenzz descrlbed a study by Mlller and Ney whlch

- evaluated the effect .of oral language exerclses on the
fwrltlng of fourth grade students.- They foun& that the
‘group of students who recelved exer01ses in oral languawe
‘de81gned for transfer 0. wrltten work' wrote more freely,
used more of the structure taught, and also used more

complex sentences than dld the’ control'group.%2 ‘Oral and
written cemmunlcatlen must be cons1dered together. “In order
to enjoy and Uartlclpate in many- Lanmuage &ct1v1t1es, our -

,chlldren must be active. llsteners as well as speakers.l'

" Thomas24 . states that llterature provides a writing.

"model for cnlldren. he also mekes extensive comments Tre-
- garding commun1cat10n 1n “oral form.z4 The child comes to
‘school hlth,"readyemade",oral communication skills. He or

she speaks a'foreign‘lanbUage, may‘bexbilingual, or speaks

with dlalectlcal 1nf1uences, ‘but nevertheless he or ‘she

communlcates orally. Tbe teacher 1s the liaison between

the child and the school

Once chlldren begln to. partlclpate in creatlve wrltlngA

llessons, their writing lessons must contain some sessions:

12 hreene, Harry A. and Petty, walter T. Eeveloging'l' |

f'7Language bkllls in the hlementary ochool. Allyn’and}Bacon,
- 1971, _ . | - o ." -

22 bhane Harold G., Walden, Jawes, and Green, . Ronald.

?.Interpretlng Lanﬁuage Arts Research for the Teacher. Wash-
-ingten b.C.: . Association for bupePV1s1on and Curriculum
,-Development N E Aoy 197l.v : oo

24 Themas, Owen. "Guest borum | Teachlng Chlldren dbout

' Language." Elementary Engllsh Vol .51 No. 1 (Jan. 1974)
- 11-19.. : . .
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*vanslo agreesf“

H'PrlmafyvChlldre.
1975) 59-6&.“

o 18 Lowe Bonn;e.
»ﬂthe 0Pen Classroom."'~
f(Feb..lgss) 167-169.
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write well, (content and usage) and legibly, he has to be
familiar with basic writing skills including spelling.

This is especially true regarding content, the work may be
typed in order to obtain legibility.

' I1f, as many writers in the Language Arts field state,
wrltlng skll]s .are a very 1mportant part of the Language
Arts currlculum, then the classroom teacher is going to have
to become a more active teacher of writing skills. What

the student is taught and learns in the elementary school

is measured by the output in the form of his or her wrltlngs
and other Language skills durlng the secondary school’ years.zz

1 A

22 Shane, ﬂarold G., Walden, James, and ureen, Ronald.
interpreting Language Arts Research for the Teacher. Wash-
ington D.C.: Association for Supervision and Curriculum
Development, N.E.A., 1971. . '




IIT. HYPOTHESES

AELanwuage Arts prowran based on the teaching‘of basic
wrltlng skllls ‘along with creative wrltlng act1v1t1es will
not help children ‘in a thlrd grade class 1ncrease thelr
mastery of language skllls.. - :

Slgnlflcant growth will. not be shown on a testlng tool‘
in which a pre-test and a post~test of wrltten languame
basic skills is completed.



' IV. PROCEDURE

C A oubJects , . : : : L
Subjects were thirty thlrd grade students. " The étﬁﬁents
r were residents of the communlty of Grand Terrace in Colton,
;ballfornla. The classroom populatlnn chanwed durlng the

:7‘year., 0r1g1nally there were th1rty~two students hut .one

boy and " one glrl meved before the post test was glven.
L 1The ra01al compos1t10n of the group was twenty~81x
»_ Anglo students, three Wex1can students, and- Qne Chlnese
‘student.z Thls 1s mentloned to explaln cons1deratlon of
‘students w1th none standard Lngllsh speaklng and wrltlng
| problems.;:gw’, S . ' '
_ o dowever, the only student w1th a total non—Enwllsh
. background was the Chlnese student., Two of’ the Mexmcan _
. students’ were bilingual. Both of these students spoke 7“_
'“"Engllsh frequently at home. The. other ‘Mexican child" does”

" not speak &panlsh.« Engllsh is the only language. spoken in
‘ ithe home’ by the chlldren in this famlly. The ages at the

time of the pre~test ranged from seven. years to nlne years,'

3:“{and at the tlme of the postutest the range was from elght

‘q“years to ten years._A“:f

'B; Research Procedure" = : :

' ‘Three days -a week, 1uesday, Wednesday, and Thursday,
the act1v1ty durlng the Language Arts period was concenuﬂ
trated on word usage, word structure, sentence recognition
and sentence wrltlng.f Punctuatlon and capltallzatlon usage
was also studlea on. the smlll days._hlﬂ B o

. WOPd usage involved practlce in u51ng words from the
H‘bolch 220 word 11st in seutences and proofreadlng.AAThe

- _‘* The study 1nvolved the students of tne 1975—76 school
year. . - L : o
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proofreadlng 1nvolved uslng "were" and "was " an&”"come”'
-and "came,'.and such word comblnatlons as "don't” and T
doesn't" ‘correctly. L B .'

- There was much work on 1dent1fy1ng the root word, and
‘saddlng preflxes and sufflxes to make one's ertlng more
'1nterest1ng and descrlptlve.»'wbrd structure also 1nvolved

‘the study of syllablflcatlon., R ' ' : .
Students had to practice readlng and 1dent1fy1ng senm"'
tenees."They had to practice dlstlngu1sh1ng between sen-.
‘tences and phrases. Words from the Spelling: ‘list and from
the readlng lesson were used to write sentences.' Punctu-
ation and capltallzatlon were an 1ntegral part of the
sentence wrltlng lesson on ‘the sklll days.< S
L Mord usage covered the use of words frequently used
‘31n speaklng and. wrltlng, but ofteﬁ used 1ncorrectly¢-
uch time. was’ spent 1n us1nb words that need helplne wordsf
such as - "come" and "run" and thelr partners that- do not
need helping words, such es "came" and "ran"lg
- Much time was used 1n1t1ally on’ express1ng oneself in
sentences orally and in. wrltlng.' Students.: learned to dls-,
'tlneu1sh a sentence from a phrase orally. Thls act1v1ty
.was to glve practlce 1n express1ng an- 1dea in a complete o
_thought. Lack of ablllty in u31ng words in, tnought greups;
'1s a problem faced by many children in prlmary grades. ‘
There wére many lessons u31nw descrlptlve words (adaecblves)
: These lessons were glven orally, prlor to wrltten ass1gnments.

e%? ”rtee dluh Hq,,\Mlljer, Flora B.j and Ketierman,.. .
Name Tndlvﬂdual Corrective English. Cincinnati, - Ohio:

MLCOrmlLk Mathers DubWJshlna Fomoanv Tncpm 1562,

q%ﬁ Turher;'Thomas Né'wpd terw1lijﬁeL aul N "Nul#wm
Dimensional Creativity.'™ 'andﬂdae AFtS, Vo1 53, No. 2 ‘
(Febe. 1976), 155-159. : ,
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Most of the written work completed on the skill days.e
was corrected in. the classrooma: &ometimes‘the work was =
corrected w1th the’ class group, but most fregunetly, tne
teacher corrected the work with the individual student.

The act1v1t1es 1n Individual Correctlve Engllshlg for -
grade three were utlllzed often for the skill work, Teacner

structured qulzzes were also used .as an evaluatlon dev1ce .
to check mastery of a partlcular Sklll o '..A
Creatlve wrltlng activities were the focus of the
Language perlod two days a week, Monday and Frlday. By . .
the readlng of storles and poems to. the students, 1nterest f
"was created in story writlng and poetry wrltlng. Act1v1t1es
of thls nature developed llstenlng and comprehens1on $kills.
‘Desner7 and Langdonl5 have used these methods successfully
w1th studentsﬁ , B v ‘ ‘_
, o bpelllng was a part of the total program. However;'
- during the fall months the teacher did not insist that:
students spell all words correctly._ is the year progressed
:students themselves became. more aware of correct spelllng
and made most correctlons themselves. Twenty mlnutes ‘a day,
four days a week, were devoted to a structured spelllng les-
son. Lvery week words from the list were studied. and sup—_'
plemental words were added. 'The extraawords were ;rom_the;r'

19 g Price, Edith H.; hlller, Flora B.; and Ketterman,'i
Mabel Individual Corrective English. ClﬂClﬂﬂ&tl, Chio:
McCormlckmMathers Publlshlng Company Inc., 1962

: 7 Desner Tobe 1. “Creatlng a therature Program for
 Primary Chlldren." Llementarv Engllsh Vol, 52 No..l (Jan.;
1975) 59m63. - , _

15 pangdon,. I\fargaret° Let the Chlldren Write. London:
Longman Group lelted 1970 o . o Ce



13,

Social-sfudies leSSOné;and'writingalesson., Usu&il&, wordél
that were misspelled frequently in previous creative writing
lessons Wére also inclﬁded. Addltlonal words were chosen
from a su gested list 1n the Spelllng book.' These lists
gave more. 9ractlce w1th words of a partlcular letter pattern,
"dﬂuble COnsonants‘and syllables, and vowel apteyn,wlgng_l_
vowel and 31lent e etc. : ‘ ‘.' '".' S
uach student had his or her own bpelllng book in whlch
words were wrltten that he or she.: needed. Addltlonal words
7were added to their llst whenever a student needed to know
how to spell a word. The pages of the book were in alpha—
‘ betlcal order $0 words.were. wrltteu on the approprlate yage.

‘ The Bolch 220 wWords List was: placed on one Bulletln o |
Board at the front of ' the classroom.“ Thls llst was used
cxtens1vely by the student at the beglnnlng of the yeaf.';\
.Tne llst remalned on ‘the Bulletln Board until students néml
came p”OflClent at u81ng their own’ spelllng notebooks and
vother sources for spelllng 1nformat10nei;j,,v.. . ,

- After the Words were removed, tnls space was utlllzed
..as addltlonal space for students ‘creatlvely wrltten work,

[¥Kottmeyers, William andClaus, Audrey. Basie Goals in
Spelling Level. 3. . San Franciscor I\{EC'Grawu-Ir}il.]_,’ J972 .




V. EVALUATION

A. Measure and Tests . _

The Comprehensive Test of Basic Skills was used to
evaluate the students' progress. 7The test results were
charted. Students were numbered from one through thirty
1 and‘pré-teSt and post-test SCOPes'Ior'each student were
shown. Growth in terms of monthssand years was computed
“and noted. | '

, Results show the rank of the individual student in
terms of belng at, above’ or below thlrd grade level at the
tlme of the post-test. ’

B. Limitations o |
Readiness and ability to write standard English would
affect this proposed study. Children of nonstandardized
English backgroﬁnds would probably begin the creative writing
sessions later in the year. Much more time would have to
. be spent on oral lessons. The teacher must also be aware
that not all students will need the same amount of work with
writing skills. There should be other activities available
ot the skill teachlng days for the student or students who
do not need to work on a particular sklll
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