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Veterans Committee Honors Our Servicemen 
The Inland Empire Veterans Recog

nition Committee of Riverside and San 
Bemardino Counties, headed by Jules 
Carvahlo, was set up January 1, 1984. 
This organization seeks to honor a 
group that often goes unrecognized. 
Veterans organizations and the Gov
ernment do recognize veterans princi
pally to assure the veteran's right to 
education, housing and medical care. 
The Inland Empire Veterans Recogni
tion Committee will endeavor to keep 
veterans in the forefront as community 
members, commvmity leaders and as an 
honored group of our society. 

Founders of the organization Steve 
Garcia, Jules Carvahlo and Ray Quinto 
decided veterans were not getting the 
appropriate recognition as an honored 
group in our society. "When you asked 
someone to describe a veteran, people 
would automatically think of someone 
in the V.A. hospital waiting to coUect 
his pension check," said Quinto. On the 

yntrary, Quinto pointed out that veter-
is are very productive members of our 

society. 
"We're not an advocate group, there 

are enough of those," said Quinto. "We 
attempt to document services veterans 

provide to the country." 
The goals of the I.E.V.R.C. are: to 

identify and publicly recognize the ef
forts of veterans, worthy of recognition 
for contribution to the community; to 
promote a more positive image of vetems 
by fostering public awareness of veteran 
contributions to the community and 
country; to enhance the pride of all veter
ans and to thank them for their contribu
tion to community and country and to 
distribute scholarship awards to worthy 
students who are the son or daughters of 
veterans. 

On Hag Day the I.E.V.R.C. holds its 
annual Veterans Recognition Dirmer 
where they formally recognize a veteran 
of the year. "We picked Hag Day be
cause veterans were only remembered in 
November and forgotten the rest of the 
year," said Quinto. Last year the hon-
orees were Ralph Ford of Rialto, Henry 
Martinez and Nathanial Grant both from 
San Bemardino. 

REMEMBER OUR VETERANS NOVEMBER 11 

Neighbors Rebuilding Neighborhoods One a Time 

S.B.N.H.S. President Jorge Gutierrez and Director Antolin Gomez 
show progress of In-fill Housing efforts 

By SONIA D.T. RODRIGUEZ 
Hispanic News Staff Writer 

The San Bemardino Neighborhood 
Housing Services (NHS), Inc. located at 
1296 N. Mt. Vemon Avenue, is a private 
non-profit corporation which was incor
porated on March 10,1981. The purposes 
of this corporation are to renew pride, to 
revitalize and to stimulate reinvestment 
in selected neighborhoods, through 
working with representatives of local 
government and financial institutions, 
and interested persons from the entire 
community. 

NHS programs are established to 
develop programs within a targeted 
neighborhood to revitalize the area. A 
$300,000 revolving loan fund has been 
setup to finance residential rehabilitation 
projects. The average loan is about 
$15,000 for a six year term. So far NHS 
has made $337,000 in rehabilitation and 
purchase loans in the target area, stated 
Antolin Gomez, the agency's executive 

See NHS,Page 8 

^LES CARVALHO 

PERSONAL PROFILE 

A peaceful, patriotic person 
An advocate of people's welfare 
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What is a Country if not Its People 
What is a Chicano? 

This term, itself, causes disagree
ment among those of us who herald 
firom Mexican ancestry. Many see it as 
derogatory to themselves and the 
community, while others see it as a 
statement of pride and unique heritage. 
Yet nothing causes the non-Hispanic or 
non-"Chicano" more confusion than the 
lack of a clear definition of this term. 

A former Consul de Mexico, Emer-
enciano Rodriguez, provided a slightly 
different perspective on the term ^at 
perhaps comes closer to the truth or at 
least closer to the origin of the truth. 
Self-admittedly, Consul Rodriguez 
came to this country biased in his 
thinking about Mexicanos who came to 
the United Staes, essentially abandon
ing their "patria" or country. There is 
no secret that Mexico suffers from an 
impoverished economy, high unem
ployment and political corruption. Yet 
to leave one's country is a high price to 
pay for a job, at least in the eyes of 
Mexicanos who still owe their alle
giance to Mexico. Nonetheless, during 
the six years that Consul Rodriguez 
lived in this country and, specifically 
the Inland Empire, he came to under

stand and love the descendants of 
Mexicanos who left their country for a 
better life. Even our "mocho" or slang 
Spanish did not keep him- from learn
ing that we maintained strong ties to 
our culture, language and heritage. 
The support given the Sinfonia Mexi-
cana Concert by the Hispanic commu
nity, was a clear example of the pride 
and love many of us still have for 
Mexico, a pride and love instilled in us 
by our parents and grandparents, long 
past. 

What is a country if not its people. 
Do we need politick boundaries, 
language uniformity and geographic 
barriers to be considered a country? 
Cannot our heritage stay with us while 
we mesh in our new surroundings? 
Can we not be accepted for what we 
are - immigrants in search of a better 
way of life? 

I seem to recall that the forging of 
our nation was made possible by 
immigrants. It takes courage to leave 
the familiar and go in search of new 
horizons. A border crossing is no less 
threatening than an ocean voyage. 
That spirit of adventure and the desire 
to provide for our children a better way 
of life is America. 1 am proud to be an 
American of Mexican descent. Adios 
hermano. 

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE AND LATINAS-THE SILENT SCREAM 

The neighbor wants to believe that the screams from the house next door are nothing more than "roughhousing."The parish 
priest wants to accept that the women in the front pews are not victims of domestic violence. The co-worker wants to believe 
that the woman at the next desk really did fall down the stairs. The fortunate everywhere want to think that domestic violence 
is someone else's problem. 
When I first started working with battered women, I, too, wanted to believe that I didn't know any women who were beaten by 
their husbands or lovers. As I got closer to the problem and the women themselves, I began to remember that when I was growing 

In the years since working at a shelter and now having written the first bilingual book for battered Latinas, "Mejor Sola 
Que Mai Acompanada" (Better Alone Than in Bad Company), I frequently spe^ to people whose first reaction is disbelief. 
Now I almost expect a bad joke about women being beaten or raped when I walk into a television or radio studio for an 
interview. But reality stares me in the face. 

Shelters are overcrowded, women are displaced, children witness horrors in their own homes. 
"Mejor Sola" was written because there is so little bilingual information written for Latinas and counselors in Spanish. The 
manuscript circulated among Latinas who were familiar with the problem. Most said that it was g0(xl for us to come to 
terms with this situation on a national basis because many Latinas were residents of battered women's shelters. Others felt 
that I was exposing our "dirty laundry" and I would be inviting the notion that Latinas are beaten more than other women. 
But as long as Latinas are seeking help from doctors, crisis centers and lawyers, we must advocate for them so that crisis 
intervention services are also bilingual and bicultural. 

Domestic violence does not discriminate. It is found in wealthy and poor homes, in homes where there is the benefit of 
education and in homes where there is none. Domestic violence is everywhere. In the United States approximately one in 
every six couples experiences violence; each year, at least 1.8 million wives report that they are beaten by their husbands; 
many more remain silent. It is an under-reported crime. 

The blame for this heinous offense is most often placed on the woman. "Women stay in an abusive home because they 
like it." "She wouldn't get beaten if she were a better housewife." "She wouldn't get beaten if she didn't talk back." "She 
wouldn't get beaten if she fought back." 

Women stay because of economic dependence, because they have no place to go, because they have been socialized to 
feel shame for a crime they have not committed. They stay because of their children. 

Women do not deserve to be beaten. No one, stranger or husband, has the right to kick, choke, shove, bite, slap or bum 
anyone. The ultimate question is, "Why does a man beat the person he is closest to, the person he is supposed to love the 
most, the mother of his children?" This problem does not disappear if we look away or try to blame unemployment, illiter
acy or alcoholism. 

The reasons for domestic violence are many and varied. One reason may be that the batterer cannot deal with emotional 
closeness, that he does not handle pressure and fmstration well, that he does not have the verbal tools to work out a prob
lem. Research has shown that 68% of men who beat their wives and 50% of battered women come from violent homes. We 
cannot afford to say it is none of our business. Our children may marry into it. 

We must be willing to acknowledge that this all-too-common problem exists in our culture, in our society, in our own 
back yard. Ways of helping are to support the National Coalition Against Domestic Violence, which has a Women of Color 
Task Force. We can assist our local shelters by donating money to support their bilingual services or give time volunteering 
on the 24-hour hot line; they almost always need Spanish-speaking counselors. Our first responsibility, however, is to call 
the police the next time we hear screams from the house next door. 

(Myma Zambrano is an author and a social worker in San Diego.) 
Myrna Zambrano-Hispanic Link 
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Latinos Make up High Percentage of AIDS Cases 
AIDS is not a disease limited to 

gay, white men. Hispanic men, 
women, and children now account 
for 14% of the AIDS cases. This 
means Hispanics are more likely 
than the non-Hispanic white popula
tion to be at risk. 

As of April.B,, 1987, there were 
4,818 Hispanic'adult and pediatric 
AIDS cases reported to the Centers 
for Disease Control. That repre
sents 14% of aU cases reported since 
1981. 

Ninety percent of the Hispanic 
AIDS cases have been reported in 
six areas: New York (2,485); 
California (775); Florida (304); the 
Commonwealth of Puerto 
Rico(315); New Jersey (264); and 
Texas (212). 

Hispanic-focused programs for 
prevention and education have been 
Hispanic cases also involve intrave
nous drug use as a risk factor - 42% 

slow to start. Allocation of funding by 
local, state, and federal governments 
has been criticized. There will proba
bly be increasing criticism and calls for 
action in Los Angeles, San Francisco, 
New York, and other jurisdictions. 

Because the cost of treating AIDS is 
high, Hispanic patients will have diffi
culty obtaining care. Experts believe 
Hispanic patients do not receive an 
early diagnosis, and are less likely to 
participate in experimental programs 
for new drugs. Estimates of hospital 
and physician charges range from 
$40,000 to $100,000. The breakthrough 
AIDS drug, Retrovir (AZT) will cost 
$7,000 to $12,000 per patient per year. 

Approximately 70% of the cases are 
among Hispanics in the age range 20 to 
39. Adult Hispanic men with AIDS are 
more likely to be heterosexual or 
bisexual than are adult non-Hispanic 
white men with AIDS - 47% compared 
to 20%. A greater proportion of the 

for Hispanics compared to 
13% for non-Hispanic 
whites. 

Hispanic women account 
for 20% of all AIDS cases 
among women. Likewise, 
Hispanics account for 24% 
of all pediatric AIDS cases 
(children up to the age 13). 

The U.S. government 
projects that there wiU be 
270,000 AIDS cases by 1991. 
If Hispanics continue to 
represent 14% of the 
caseload, the toll would rise 
to 37,800 in our communi
ties. However, the propor
tion of Hispanic cases may 
increase beyond 14% in the 
upcoming years. 

For more information contact The 
National Coalition of Hispanic Health 
and Human Services Organizations, 
1030-15th Street, N.W., Suite 1053, 

Washington, D.C. 20005. You may 
reach them by calling (202) 371-2100. 

EL SIDA Crece Entre la Communldad Hispana 
El SIDA no es una enfermedad 

limitada a los honosexuales blancos. 

ILos hombres, mujeres y ninos 
taispanos ocupan el 14% de cases del 
SIDA. Esto significa que es mas 
comun que los hispanos esten en 
riesgo de contraer el SIDA que el 
anglo. 

En Abril 13,1987, habia 4818 
hispanos adultos y ninos reportados al 
Centro de Control del SIDA. Esto 
representa el 14% de todos los casos 
reportados desde 1981. El 90% de los 
casos Hispanos han sido reportados en 
seis areas: New York (2,485), Califor
nia (775), Florida (304), Puerto Rico 
(315), New Jersey (264) y Texas (212). 

El enfoque de programas y educa-
cion para los Hispanos han sido lentos 
para empezar. La adjudicasion de 
fondos locales, estatales y federales han 
sido criticados. Habra probablemente 
mas criticas y llamada para accion en 
Los Angeles, San Francisco, New York 
y otras juridicciones. 

For el costo del tratamiento del 
SIDA, que es muy alto se cree que los 
pacientes Hispanos tienen problemas 
para obtener ayuda. 

Los expertos creen que pacientes 
Hispanos no reciben un diagnostico tem-
prano, son menos cooperativos para par-
ticipar en programas experimentales para 
nuevas drogas. Los estimados de hospi-

tales y medicos fluctuan entre $40,000 a 
$100,000. 

La nueva droga, Retrovir (AZT) 
costara 7,000 a $12,000 por paciente por 
afto. 

Aproximadamente 70% de casos 
entre Hispanos son entre las edades de 20 
a 39. Los hombres adultos Hispanos con 
SIDA son mas probables de ser heter-
osexuales o bisexuales que adultos no 
Hispanos. El Anglo con SIDA ocupa el 
47% comparado con el 20% de 
Hispanos. Una gran proporcionde casos 
Hispanos tambien embuelben el uso de 
drogas intravenosas como un factor ar-
riesgado con 42% de Hispanos conpara-
dos con el 13% de no Hispanos. 

La mujer Hispana cuenta con el 20% 
de todos los casos entre mujeres. Los 
ninos Hispanos ocupan el 24% de todos 
los casos pediatricos. 

Las Agendas del gobiemo creen que 
habra 270,000 casos del SIDA para 1991. 
Si los Hispanos siguen representando el 
14%, el total subiria a 37,800 en nuestra 
comunidad. Sin embargo la proporcion 
de casos Hispanos puede subir mas ar-
riba del 14% en anos venideros. Para 
mas informacion pongase en contacto 
con The National Coalition of Hispanic 
Health and Human Services Organiza
tion en el 1030 15th Street, N.W., Suite 
1053, Washington, D.C. 20005, o 11a-
mando al (202) 371-2100. 

ANTICONCEPTIVOS: UN DILEMA MUNDIAL 
Mientras que pueblos y 

^ J gobiernos del mundo entero, 
estudian, Irabajan y luchan 
por encontrar una solucion al 
problema de la natalidad, el 
mundo sigue debatiendose 
en este problema que cada 

^^ez parace ser peor, de ac-
^^ferdo a las estadisticas. 

Algunos gobiernos del 
mundo, se han declarado en 
contra de los metodos anti-
conceptivos modernos, ya 
que segun varias opiniones, 
son perjudiciales al organ-
is mo de la mujer, y no prode-
cen los beneficios que de ellas 
se esperan, pero sin embargo, 
millones de mujeres los 
siguen usando como el medio 
anticonceptivo mas practico. 

Aqui en los Estados 
Unidos, parece que ya se ha 
aceptado el aborto como 

pronto solucion a este 
problema, y ultimamente se 
ha intensificado la campaha 
con este fin. Pero mientras 
que eso sucede aqui en los 
Estados Unidos, en Roma, el 
Papa Paulo sextos se pro-
nuncio en contra de cualquier 
forma de aborto, y dijo que la 
iglesia jamas aceptara el 
aborto como medio de de-
tener el incremento de la 
poblacion mundial, y abogo 
por la paternidad respon-
sable como unica solucion. 

Y asi, enmedio de polemi-
cas entre los partidarios y 
reacios a los anticonceptivos, 
llegamos a un extremo tal de 
confusion, que no se sabe 
como proceder, llegado el 
caso. Pero quiza algo 
queayudaria en buen grado, 
seria que si se usa anticon

ceptivo, se use solo bajo 
estrecha y responsable vig-
ilancia medicay bajo ninguna 
excusa hacer exagerado su 
uso. Ahorabien, si se prefiere 
otro medio, seria sumamente 
beneficioso el pensar de-= 
tenidamente en los resulta-
dos sicologicos y fisicos que 
este traeria con sigo. 

Quiza otra mediana 
solucion que ayudaria a solu-
cionar, o al menos a aliviar el 
desconcierto con tantas y 
tantas mujeres que sufren 
este problema, seria que los 
medicos antes de prescribir 
tal a cual anticonceptivo, o 
intervencion quirurgica, pu-
sieran al tanto a sus pacientes 
de los riesgos y consecuencias 
que esto les podria traer, asi 
si no se solucionaba el 
problema, al menos a sabien-

por Jesus Sepulveda 
das se corria el riesgo. 

La preocupacion mundial 
por la superpoblacion de la 
tierra, es por demas justifi-
cada, pero si Ud. no lo cree, le 
recordaremos que en nuestra 
america latina, nace un 
promedio de 2 ninos por 
minuto, o sea un total de 2880 
por dia, que es una cosa in-
creible pero cierta, si 
hacemos notar que los rudi-
mentarios y raquiticos me-
dios de vida de nuestra gente 
latina, que percibe un salario 
para dos personas y tienen 
que alimentar a 4 o 6 hijos, de 
alii la tremenda miseria y 
desnutricion de los pueblos 
latino. 
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TRADITION OF VALO 

By Rafael Da Veiga Carvajal 

San Bernardino Public Library at the comer of 5th Street and Mt. Vemon 
Avenue, commemorates one of San Bemardino's Hispanic heroes. Air Force 
Sergeant Paul ViUasenor. 

Villasenor was inducted into the service June 19,1943, during World War II, as 
a radio operator on a B-17 Flying Fortress. He flew 34 successful sorties against the 
enemy before being shot dowh over Hopsten, Germany oiT March 23,, 1945, 
whole crew was killed. 

He was only 25 years old at the time of his death and he had demonstrated 
courage, devotion and determination during his short military career. For his 
meritorious achievements in action against the enemy, and for the supreme 
sacrifice in defense of his country, he was posthumously awarded a Silver Oak Leaf 
Cluster to the Air Medal and Purple Heart. 

Sgt. Villasenor was bom in Deming, New Mexico on March 2,1920 to Cesareo 
Villasenor and Nicanora Villasenor. His family moved to Sah Bemardino in 1933. 
He attended ML Vemon Elementary School, Alessandro Junior High School and 
graduated from San Bemardino High School in 1940. 

In high school, Villasenor was active in campus organizations and was weU 
liked by his peers. He proved himself a good student, according to the ViUasenor 
Library Committee historian, Ralph Velasquez. 

In 1966, when the Ninth Street Library Branch was built Paul ViUasenor's name 
was chosen as the official name of the branch by a citizen's group. The selection 
was approved by the Mayor and the City Council. When that branch was moved to 
the present location, it was decided by a library committee to retain the name of the 
branch as the Paul ViUasenor Branch Library. 

Sgt. ViUasenor's remains were brought back from overseas in 1949 and he rests 
in peace in Fort Rosecrans Cemetery, San Diego, Califomia. 

In 1943, in spite of Mexico's cautious politics the (war) situation started to 
change and forced the government of Avila Camacho to reconsider Mexico's 
original stand of no direct participation in Uie war. Prior to this time, the agreement 
had been for Mexico to provide only landing strips for American planes defending 
the Pacific Coast. 

In addition, the military of Mexico were very interested in participating in direct ̂  
combat duty. On September 17, 1943 at the conclusion of a session by the H 
commission on Joint Defense of Mexico and North America the topic was 
introduced. 

By December 1, the Mexican government was publically proclaiming their 
wiUingness to defend the Pacific Coast with "Mexican troops if ^e Allies ask us." 
The decision to start with an Air Force squadron was logical and expedient for both 
sides. It was much easier to mobilize 300 men instead of a whole division. Also, the 
Mexican Air Force were the ones who were anxious to participate in the war. In 
the first quarter of 1944, a Mexican Combat Air Squadron was formed, "Escuadron 
201." 

On June 21st, of that year, the chosen members of the squad boarded a train to 
Randolph Air Force Base, in Texas for further training on P-47's. In March, 1945, 
their training completed they received orders sending them to the Philipine Islands. 

The "Escuadron 201" completed their tour of duty there when hostilities ended 
in November, 1945. With the end of the war, an important chapter was added to the 
relationship between Mexico and the United States, Mexico proved it could 
contribute to the defense of the Pacific Region and be a valuable ally. 

Summary taken from "Historia De La Revolucion Mexicana, Vol. 19. "Mexico 
En La Segunda Guerra Mundial" by Blanca Torres Ramirez. 

PAUL VILLASENOR 

The Philip Marmolejo American Legion Post #650 in Redlands was formed in 
1949. The post was named after the first Mexican American soldier from Redland 
that was kiUed in World War II. Marmolejo was bom in Crafton September 18,1919, 
and was raised by his godparents in Redlands. In 1941 he volunteered helping to fiU 
Redland's first Draft Board quota. He enlisted in the Army and served in the 
infantry division. He was ki Jed in action January 19,1943, and his remains are in 
Bakersfield. Someone once wrote that every action of Marmolejo was an inspira
tion to his fellow compatriates. First commander of the post was Oddie Martinez, 
current commander is Geno Mendez. The post was started by 25 members, all 
Mexican Americans, the post's current membership totals 325 and now includes 
members of all ethnic groups. Gilbert Rey, a founding member and past com
mander and historian, is working on a book which will cover the history of the post 
from its inception which should soon be published. 
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An Exclusive Interview with the Editor of Americas 2001 

m 

The Los Angeles-based 
Americas 2001 began 
publishing last March, and 
has come out with four edi
tions. The magazine , which 

resents its material in 
.^panish and English was 
started by Roberto Rodriguez 
with a $150,000 settlement 
he received from Los Ange
les County 
Rodriguez, 33, was awarded 
the judgement after winning 
a court case against the Los 
Angeles County Sheriff's De
partment. in 1986. 
The case came out of a beat
ing Rodriguez received at the 
hands of several deputies 
while he was shooting photo
graphs on Whittier Boulevard 
m East Los Angeles for Low-
rider magazine At the time, 
which was 1984, Rodriguez 
was a writer and photogra
pher for the San jose-based 
Lowrider. 
"I was almost killed.," he 
says of the incident. 
Following that episode, Ro
driguez was charged with 
assault with a deadly weapon 
- his camera - and assault 
and battery on two officers, 
odriguez beat the charges, 
^hich he claimed were a 

smokescreen to hide the 
illegal behavior of the depu
ties, and later filed his suc
cessful suit against the 
sheriff's department. 
He wrote a book about the 
experience. Assault with a 
Deadly Weapon, which he is 
currently rewriting. Also, 
Rodriguez is talking with an 
agent and the book may be 
made into a movie, he says. 
Rodriguez, publisher of 
Americas 2001, spoke re
cently with Miguel Enriguez, 
a Inland Empire-based 

' writer. 

. Q: What are the origins of 
Americas 2001? 
A: You could say in a sense 
it is tied into Caminos be
cause I was editor of the 
magazine before it folded. I 
tied to buy Caminos , but 
there were legal problems 

^^etween its publisher and the 
-^•^ard of directors. I waited 
^lor nine months, but they 

couldn't settled things and I 
couldn't wait forever. I 
wanted Caminos for its ad
vertising. Finally, I just 
turned around and started 
Americas 2001. 

I Why the name? 
I wanted to have a name 

that was non-racial, some
thing inclusive, something 
everyone could relate to and 
be futuristic also. We decided 
that the magazine should 
have a title tnat has no 
translation. Americas 2001 
doesn't need a translation. 
Anyone who sees it knows 
the title. 

Q: What is unique about 
Americas 2001 ? 
A: The focus is debate. 
People view Latinos as small-
minded, a fringe-group, a 
group on the periphery. But 
we're up on the world as 
anyone else.. We are fully 
capable of debating any issue. 
Toxics, "Star Wars.," the 
budget, people say they're not 
Latino issues. But we're tax
payers. We contribute to 
funds that go into the budget 
and go into Star Wars. We 
want to create a generation of 
people who want to partici
pate in public opinion. Look
ing at our role in the future, 
we want to be participants 
and decision-makers. But you 
only do that by creating an 
awareness , that we are an 
intregal part of society and 
have a right to voice an opin
ion. 

0: How have you done this? 
A: In the premier issue, we 
had a debate about immigra
tion between Howard Ezell of 
the immigration service and 
Antonia Hernandez of MAL-
DEF. In Vol. 1, No. 1, we had 
a debate on bilingual educa
tion between Prof. Rud^^ 
Acuna and Assemblyman Hill 
of Whittier. The concept of 
debate in publishing , you 
don't have head-to-head 
debate at this level. People 
have criticized us for printing 
the views of someone like Hill 
who is gainst bilingual edu
cation. But it didn't bother us 
to put out his view. We see it 
as a sign of maturity.. We 
might not accept those views, 
but we're not afraid for 
people to hear them. People 
already hear those views, 
anyway But what our com
munity doesn't hear are views 
like that of Antonia Hernan
dez. so we're actually doing 
something different by ex
posing her views. 

0: Tell me about your experi
ence at Lowrider. 
A: I was a writer and pho
tographer for the magazine 
from 1978 to 1981. TTie 
magazine was a phenomenon. 
It was a tiny magazine that 
may have been the most 
successful magazine ever. It 
sold 100,000 copies a month 
on thre street - we're not 
talking about subscriptions. 
We had a ^lenomenm street 
response. There was a core of 
seven people. We did every
thing, write, take photos and 
we were involved in distribu
tion and promotion. I trav
eled all over the country 
promoting the magazine. 

p: How did you get to Low
rider? 
A: I was a teacher. In the 
summer of '78, I was sup
posed to teach summer school, 

but Prop. 13 wiped that out. 
Lowrider had talked to me and 
because I knew L.A., they 
wanted me to help them . I 
worked for La Gente newspa
per at UCLA in '76, and I'cf 
been writing since '72. So I 
ended up helping them that 
summer. For me, it was like 
walking into another world. 
After that, I didn't want to go 
back into the classroom. 

0; What is your book. Assault 
with a Deaaly Weapon, about? 
A: It was of course about my 
pursuit of justice and my 
observations about the pat
tern of injustice throughout 
the Southwest. About the 
disrespect I saw in L.A. - no 
where were people treated as 
bad. On a scale of 1 to 100, 
100 being the worse, in L.A. it 
was 100, in other places I vis
ited, it was from 1-5. Here (in 
Los Angeles), it was a pattern, 
it was incredible. Mainly, it 
affects young people People 
were stopped, grabbed from 
their cars, thrown against the 
wall, handcuffed, it was rou
tine. It was opposite from the 
precept of law as we know it -
innocent until proven guilty. 
Q: What happened to Low
rider? 
A: It just died out. Our com
munity grew and the people 
running the magazine failed to 
see that. And many people 
associated Lowrider with the 
killings that occurred in the 
barrios. The new generation 
saw their older brothers get 
killed and didn't want that 
anymore. In '82, '83, 84, 
Lowrider was going straight 
down and by ^6, no one was 
into it. I've heard that the 
magazine might start up 
again. But I believe we should 
throw a boycott on it. We 
don't need that anymore. If it 
contributed to the killings that 
occurred, we can't allow that. 
In my mind, it's good that it 
(Lowrider) died. 
Q: Where do you see Americas 
200 i headed/ 
A: I don't want it to be paro
chial. We are part of society. 
What we have to do is bring 
about the confidence that a 
bilingual publication is viable. 
Our community is bilingual. In 
my mind, why can't we do that 
with a publication? We know 
what our community is like -
we're just taking that risk. 
SUBSCRIPTIONS to Americas 
2001 are $18 for 12 issues. For 
information, write: 5315 E. 
Beverly Bldv., #2, Los Angeles, 
90022. The magazine's tele
phone number is (213)727-
2046. 

By Malaquias "Hollywood" O'TooIe 

California Onda Chi-
cana Newsletter to 
Premier in Community 

Santos Rodriguez, a weekend disc
jockey for KDIF Radio in Riverside will 
soon be sending thousands of people 
from the Southern California area a 
newsletter titled The California Onda 
Chicana Newsletter. 

Rodriguez, originally from Weslaco 
Texas, had his own band, "Suave" until 
about a year ago. He is now a member 
of the Starlighters. 

He developed his love for la Onda 
Chicana music in the South Texas Val
ley and has carried it with him through
out his life. 

"We have to nourish la Onda Chicana 
because it is our music, its not from any 
other country but here," said Rodriguez 
who has a program on the weekends 
from 10 a.m. to noon where he features 
Onda Chicana. 

Rodriguez will be mailing a newslet
ter to keep audiences informed of bands 
coming to the area to perfonn. 

TROUBLEMAfCER by 
Demetria Martinez 

I want to be 
a mango seed 
that men trip over, 
those innovators! 
cradling print-outs 
for the production 
of pink liquid soap. 

Once on a train 
I complained to a man: 
We should make bread 
not pink liquid soap. 
He said: 
That's not the 
American Way. 
If we don't innovate 
those Mexicans 
would be in worse shape 
than what they are today. 

I want to be a mango seed 
in the street 
grow into a tree 
towering in the tar 
to stop dead all truck 
full of pink 

liquid soap. 

Mother, father 
there's no passing 
the cup 
I'm going to be a trouble
maker 
when I grow up. 
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Planning Ahead is a Must For Retirement 
By A1 Villegas 

The Social Security System in the 
United States has been greatly ma
ligned over the years and with good 
reason. Social Security's old age survi
vor, disability and health insurance 
benefits are the sacred cow that no 
politician can question. However, they 
are the constant target of complaints 
from every group in our society. 

Persons receiving Social Security 
complain that it's less than they were 
led to expect. The employees who pay 
Social Security tax complain that the 
likelihood is that their tax burden will 
increase in future years. Employers 
complain their matching tax "contribu
tion" are a tremendous cost to adding 
new employees, thereby increasing un
employment. People approaching re
tirement complain that the unfunded 
obligation of the Social Security 
system makes them worry about the 
likelihood of receiving their benefits at 
their retirement. And worst of all, all 
of these complaints are completely jus
tified. 

Social Security was conceived in 
the 1930's. The old age survivors 
benefit promised participants that cpn-
tributions made during their working 
years, by themselves and by their em
ployer, would be pooled into a special 
trust fund. When the employee retired, 
a monthly cash benefit would be paid 
to him to replace his lost earnings. The 
thought was to provide a "supplemen
tary" benefit for retirement. 

But what's happened? Currently 
the Social Security System old age 
survivor benefit is obligated to pay 
trillions of dollars in benefits while its 
"trust fiind" is greatly under-funded. In 
fact, it does not have a fraction of the 
amount promised. Taxes collected 
from workers and employers today are 
quickly paid out to persons who are 
retired. 

This means workers have to rely on 
the willingness of future tax- payers to 
impose larger and larger taxes on them
selves in order to pay benefits for those 
approaching retirement. It's more like 
a chain letter than a trust fund since 

* 

one generation must rely on the next to 
impose larger taxes for their retirement 
benefit. 

Social Security is NOT a savings 
program. It has quickly become a sys
tem of redistributing income, where 
income is taken from the woiker today 
in the form of taxes and paid out to one 
currently retired. Payments are not de
termined by the amount of contribu
tions made, but rather on a number of 
other factors... payments or contribu
tions are just one among many factors. 

Benefits are not designed fairly. If a 
retiree of modest means decides to 
woric to supplement his income, he or 
she is faced with a situtation where for 
every additional dollar he earns he will 

not only lose benefits but, could actually 
have to pay additional taxes. On the 
other hand, if a wealthy retiree receives a 
million dollars a year in dividend and in
terest he or she is entitled to his fuU 
Social Security benefits. This is unfair 
and benefits the rich at the expense of 
the poor. 

All these objections would be insuffi
cient to cause major concern on their 
own. Hovvever, since 1950 where we had 
17 persons employed for everyone re
ceiving the old age benefit... we are 
now entering into a era where there wUl 
only be two people for every retired. 
This is the most alarming aspect of 
Social Security. How will the next gen
eration, the new workers beginning the 
21st century, cope with such large Social 
Security taxes as will be required? Can 
Congress convince future generations to 
pay additional Social Security taxes, 
while at the same time trying to diminish 
the huge annual budget deficits and Con
gress' answer is more and greater 
taxation than that will be of at the cost of 
the national economy as a whole. AH 
will suffer. 

Social Security tax is now at 7.15% 
applied to earnings of up to $43,800. 
That means an individual with an in
come of $43,800 now pays $3,131.70 to 
Social Security. This is matched by his 
or her employer for a total of $6,263.40 
in Social Security taxes. The tax rate is 
already scheduled to increase to 7.65% 
of income of up to $49,269 by 1990. As 
the ratio of workers to retirees dimin
ishes, can workers and employers pay 
8% ... 10% ... 12% of this income to 
Social Security? 

What does it all mean to yoq? First 
you must take immediate and systematic 
action to safeguard your financial secu
rity. Truly, Americans can no longer 
rely on the government to provide 
financial security. The only real security 
is that which one generates for oneself. 
We must as individuals contribute as 
much as possible into our retirement pro
grams, whether that be an IRA .. .HRIO . 
. .401K profit sharing... or any other re
tirement program. Unless you are 
willing to gamble with your future 
financial security. We as Hispanics es
pecially must learn not just to live for 
today but, also to plan for tomorrow. 
You must, faced with all the infoimation 
we have on the troubles of the Social Se
curity System and the growing national 
debt, make provisions for your own se
curity. I might add, that the competition 
with foreign markets and domestic com
panies, your retirement programs with 
your company is not as secured as it 
used to be. 

If you simply save the same percent
age of your income in private savings 
that you pay to Social Security, you 
would be amazed at how that figure will 
have grown by retirement age. If you 
are in your middle working years, your 

savings could grow to a vastly greater 
amount than that which you wiU 
receive from Social Security. If you 
are approaching retirement you might 
wish to consider saving a larger 
percentage of your income. 

The key is to save on a systematic 
basis. Put aside money with the same 
regularity that you pay your Social Se
curity tax and your other bills. And 
lastly, remember the only true Social 
Security is when individuals in a 
society rely on their own initiative to 
take care of themselves. Nobody is 
going to look out for you but YOU! 

Villegas is owner of Money Con
cepts. For more infonnation caU (714) 
782-8888. 

Q X o _ o 

People in the News 

^hUCATiON IS THE FUTURE'' 
Hispanic Schortarsh^ 

*1,, sad 
ANHtusut-gtiSCH 

Araceli Otero, has been named the 
new Consul at the Mexican Embassy 
replacing Emerenciano Rodriguez. 
Rodriguez has taken a post in Kenya 
Africa. Otero is a native of Mexico City 
and has 25 years of experience with the 
Mexican Embassy. Her first assignment 
was at the Mexican Embassy in Del Rio, 
Texas where she worked for 14 years 
before coming to San Bemardino. She 
has worked at the San Bemardino Mfexi-
can Embassy for 11 years. Otero resides 
in San Bemardino with her mother. 

Gloria Macias Harrison, publisher of 
the Colton Courier, El Chicano, Rialto 
Record and Around Town served as 
Mistress of Ceremonies at the National 
Hispanic Scholarship Fund Reception 
on November 2. Held at the University 
of Califomia at Riverside, the reception 
was sponsored by Anheuser-Busch 
Companies, Inc. Speakers for the event 
were Dr. Esteban Soriano, Director of 
Development, U.C.R., Roy Jasso, Man
ager of Corporate Relations, Anheuser-
Busch Companies and Emest Robles, 
executive director of the National His
panic Scholarship Fund. 
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GENERAL EMPLOYMENT GENERAL EMPLOYMENT 

FAT BURGER 
SPLIT SHIFT: Sam-llam; 

2pm-5pm 
Fast food counter work 

1 $4.00 HR. JTPA, BILIN
GUAL DESIRED 

apply at 1455 W. Highland, 
Suite 109 San Bernardino 

(714) 880-1895 

FREE LANCE WRITERS TO 
COVER LOCAL EVENTS 
CREATIVITY A MUST 
also 

ADVERTISING SALES 
POSITION 

WORK AROUND YOUR 
SCHEDULE FOR MORE 
INFORMATION CALL 

(714) 381-6259 

^rave Markers 
Serving all cemetarles with the lowest prices, 

finest quality, and fastest service 

MONUMENTAL 
BRONZE & GRANITE 

" MANNY ARRIETA-
Owner 

101 W.Benedict, #10 
San Bernardino, CA 92408 

(714) 889-7421 

^ SE HABLAESPANOL 

Located from Mill St. south on Arrowhead, East on Benedict 

'i: 

Alex Terrazas, M.D. 
Family Physician 

J. Ivan Maeda, M.D. 
Family Physician 

Maria Elena Terrazas PA-C 
Family Physician Assistant 

rill' • : ' . 

K- 'u-r' - • 
- - . -

245 Terracina Blvd., # 208 
Redlands, California 92373 
(714) 793-3208 (24 Hours) 

; >' 

'-y.. 

CLERICAL EMPLOYMENT MISCELLANEOUS 

Advertise with the 

Hispanic News 

call for informa
tion at (714) 381-6259 

VIDEO JUNCTION 
celebrates 

SUPER STAR DAY! 
Owners,Richie & Cookie 
Contreras, announce the 

personal appearance of film 
star ISELA VEGA and 

former baseball pro TODD 
CRUZl 

COME JOIN THE FUN 

GENERAL EMPLOYMENT 

ELIGIBILITY WORKER I 
$6.95 per hour, $1204. per month 

Challenging opportunities exist for individuals with math and inter-
view-ing skills. Good promotional opportunities. Upon promotion to 
ELIGIBILITY WORKER H, BILINGUAL individuals will receive 
additional compensation for utilizing their bilingual skills. Brochure, 
Announcement and Application available on October 30,1987 at: 

COUNTYPERSONNEL 
157 W. 5th street 

San Bernardino, Ca 92415 
(714)387-8304 

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY/AFFIRMAnVE ACTION EMPLOYER 
M/F/H 

CENTER 
CHEVROLET 

Serving the Hispanic Community 
of the Inland Empire 

1355 SOUTH "E" ST. 
SAN BERNARDINO 

food Peopw 

SS9-856I 824-1762 
fi  
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Agradezco a HISPANIC NEWS la oportxmidad de "despedirme", 
en mi lengua, de la comxmidad. 

Mi familia y yo nos hemos sentido distinguidos por un trato 
siempre cort^Sj fino y cordial de parte de toda la poblacidn, 
Tenemos en comun seis anos de historia familiar entrelazada 
con las historias de muchos de ustedes por raz6n de trabajo, 
pero sobre todo por raz6n de simistad, y llevamos sdlo buenos 
recuerdos de nuestra estancia en esta regidn. 

A1 ig^al que mis saludos nunca fueron s6lamente saludos, 
quisiera, con esta despedida, dejar tambien un mensaje, con 
el derecho que ma da ser mds viejo que muchos de ustedes y 
la buena volimtad que siempre me han mostrado. 

Se trata, en primer lugar, de conservar su idioma como 
vehiculo de comunicaci6n, de int6graci6n y de progress, Ser 
bilingtle serd la caracteristica comiin de la humanidad en el 
mundo cada vez mds empequenecido en que vivirdn sus hijos. 

Se trata, en segxmdo lugar, de aceptar de una vez por todas 
-despojAndolo de toda connotaci6n menos digna que pueda te-
ner en las mentes de algunos- el termino "chicano" como el 
calificativo mds adecuado para designar a esta porci6n que-
ridisima del Mexico de afuera. 

Se trata, finalmente, de que los chicanos del Inland Empire 
tomen conciencia del destino hist6rico que les ha tocado 
vivir precisamente por tener la doble responsabilidad de 
ser -al mismo tiempo- ciudadanos de este pais y de sangre 
mexicana. 

En la combinaci6n arm6nica de estos dos integrantes de la 
personalidad chicana sabrAn ustedes ser puentes de enten-
dimiento. En ello radica su tremendo porvenir, beneficioso 
para ambos pueblos. 

Q^ieran verlo asi y asi transmitirlo a sus hijos es mi deseo 
y mi mensaje de despedida. 

San Bernardino, California, 21 de octubre de 1987. 
S  • '  

CONSUUOQ DE MEXICO 
SM MMMROMa C/UIRMNM 

Emerenciano Ro 
C6nsul de 
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