




Tennis over-matched in CCAA conference 
By Wesley Collins 

Assistant Sports Editor 

The CSUSB Women's 
Tennis Team has fallen short of 
its preseason expectations. 

A lot of good things were 
expected of the Lady Coyotes, 
who were coming off their first 
winning season in their Division 
II history. 

"The league was the tough
est, by far, it has ever been in my 
five years here," says head coach 
Tom Starzyk of the 2003 CCAA 
conference. "Ifwe would've had 
this team my first year 1 think we 
would have finished third or 
fourth in the conference," he 
adds. 

The CCAA conference con
sists of four legitimate West 
Region contenders. Those teams 
include Cal State University Los 
Angeles, Grand Canyon 
University, Sonoma State and 
Cal Poly Pomona. 

Coach Starzyk points out 
that all these teams stay competi
tive by adding excellent foreign 
players in the off-season. 

"The record isn't what we 

hoped for, but in light of the 
strength of our conference 1 can't 
say that I'm disappointed," 
admits Starzyk of his team's 1-7 
CCAA record. The ladies are 
currently 1-7 in the CCAA con
ference and 4-7 overall. 

The Lady Coyotes finished 
undefeated in non-conference 
play for the second straight sea
son, however CCAA 
Championships are not won in 
non-conference play. 

"Hopefully we can step it up 
and we can be competitive in the 
league," says Starzyk of his 
team's future aspirations. 

The future only gets tougher 
in the season ending CCAA 
Conference Tournament, which 
is against division rival Cal Poly 
Pomona. 

The Lady Coyotes are cur
rently riding a three game win
ning streak and are looking to 
add to it in the upcoming CCAA 
Conference Tournament, which 
begins April 18 and continues 
through April 20. 

The ladies are looking to 
surprise some people in the tour
nament. 

Robert Whitehead/CSUSB 
Sophomore Jennifer Newman is the No. 1 singles 'player for the tennis squad in 2003 

By Anthony Cruz 
Staff Writer 

After 82 regular-season 
games, there are 16 teams that 
are only thinking about one 
thing, the Stanley Cup. 

There will be some double 
overtime games and one to noth
ing games, so don't miss any of 
the action. 

Who will hold that cup 
above their head. I have a good 
idea of who will. 

This NHL season has been 
very surprising, and it's not over 
yet. The NHL playoffs started 
Wednesday. 

There are six teams, Tampa 
Bay Lightning, Washington 
Capitals, Dallas Stars, 
Edmonton Oilers, Minnesota 
Wild, and the Mighty Ducks of 
Anaheim, that are in the playoffs 
this year, but did not make it last 
year. 

In the Western Conference, 
the Dallas Stars will play the 
Edmonton Oilers. If you like the 
Oilers, that's too bad because 
this is a squash match-up, Dallas 
wins in five. 

Then, the Vancouver 
Canucks will play the St. Louis 
Blues. This is a very even 
match-up, but the slight edge has 
to go to Vancouver because St. 
Louis goalie Chris Osgood is 
more questionable than 
Vancouver goalie, Dan Cloutier., 
So Vancouver in seven. 

Then, the Detroit Red 
Wings will play the Mighty 
Ducks of Anaheim. It's good to 
see the Ducks back into the play
offs, but it sucks because they 

play 

Sixteen NHL teams covet the holy grail of hockey 
Courtesy of ESPN.com 

won't be in the playoffs for long. 
I'll be nice and say Detroit in 
five. 

The Colorado Avalanche 
will play the Minnesota Wild. 
Unless a big injury occurs to 
Peter Forsberg, Joe Sakic, or 
Patrick Roy during this series, 
Colorado will win in six. 

So, Dallas will play 
Vancouver. This will be interest
ing to watch because Vancouver 
will challenge Dallas to the last 
game, but Dallas will win in 
seven with the help of Mike 
Modano. 

Then, Detroit will play, I 

mean fight, Colorado. If you 
don't like fighting in sports, 
especially hockey, then don't 
watch this series. This series 
will probably be the most antici
pated match-up in the western 
conference. 

And it's hard to say, but as 
long as Curtis Joseph, the goalie 
for Detroit, can stop a very good 
Colorado offense, then Detroit in 
seven. 

In the Eastern Conference, 
the Ottawa Senators will play 
the New York Islanders. 

I know there are a lot of 
New York fans, but they are not 

Islander fans because Ottawa 
will sweep this series. 

Then, the Philadelphia 
Flyers will play the Toronto 
Maple Leafs. 

1 love both these teams, but 
Philly's goalies are too question
able, so Toronto in six. 

Then, the New Jersey 
Devils will play the Boston 
Bruins. Not much to say. So 
New Jersey in five. 

Then, the biggest surprise, 
the Tampa Bay Lightning will 
play the Washington Capitals. 

But there will be no surprise 
when Tampa Bay wins in five 

with the big help from. 
So, Ottawa will 

Toronto. 
Two of the best Canadian 

teams will play one another. 
There is way too much talent on 
one frozen pond to not watch. 

Look for Owen Nolaa>< 
Ottawa to revenge last year's 
loss to Toronto in the semi-finals 
by winning in seven. 

Then, New Jersey will play 
Tampa Bay. And the surprise 
won't slop when Tampa Bay 
upsets New Jersey in six, even 
though New Jersey has goalie 
Martin Brodeur. 

This leaves four teams. 
Dallas will play Detroit in the 
Western Conference finals, but 
Detroit will win in six. 

Look for former Dallas Star, 
Brett Hull to be the big factor in 
this series. 

Then, Ottawa will play 
Tampa Bay in the Eastern 
Conference fihals, but it's sad to 
see Ottawa whip Tampa Bay in 
five. 

This leaves Detroit against 
Ottawa in the Stanley Cup 
Finals. The last time a Canadian 
team won the Stanley Cup was 
in 1993 when the Montreal 
Canadians beat the Los Angeles 
Kings in five. 

And it is not going to hap
pen this year. Even though 
Ottawa has goalie Patrick 
Lalime and forward Daniel 
Alfredson, they cannot and will 
not stop Detroit. 

Detroit will repeat and win 
in seven. 

That's my opinion and I am 
sticking to it. 
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Baseball struggling to stay above average 

Robert Whitehead/CSUSB 
Freshtnan pitcher Kyle Holden brings the heat against a CCAA opponent 

By Wesley Collins 
Assistant Sports Editor 

The CSUSB Men's Baseball 
Team is having an average 2003 
season. 

They currently own a sub-
par 10-13 CCAA record and an 
18-16 record overall. 

The team has currently won 
three games in a row and is 
looking-to continue the streak 
throughout the second half of 
the season. 

Two of those three victories 
have come against CCAA foe 
UC Davis; the other victory 
came against Concordia 
University. 

The Coyotes are looking to 
g^into the CCAA Conference 
Tournament with a head of 
steam. 

The Coyotes have 13 
remaining games before the 

May 8-10 tournament begins. 
The Coyotes are coming up 

on a 3 game home streak, which 
begins April 11 and runs through 
April 13. 

During these three days the 
Coyotes will play host to CCAA 
division rival Cal State 
Stanislaus. 

Other remaining home 
games - include: Vanguard 
University on April 23 at 3:00 
p.m. and San Francisco State 
May 2 at 7 p.m. and May 3 and 
4 at noon. 

All games are played at 
near-by Fiscalini Field. 

April 23 against Vanguard 
University and the May 2 game 
against San Francisco State will 
be broadcasted live on your 
CSUSB Coyote Radio. 

Visit www.radio.csusb.edu 
to listen to the game live or 
enjoy the game in person. 

Softball playing 'soft-ball' down the stretch 
By Wesley Collins 

Assistant Sports Editor 

The CSUSB Women's 
Softball Team is having one of 
the worst seasons in school his-

enthusiasm of the team has still 
remained high throughout the 

r season. 
^ think there were games 

that wefe very close in which 
we had opportunities to win," 
says first year head coach Dawn 
Castaneda of her teams tough 
losses this season. 

Castaneda feels the team's 
loss of mental focus in key 
innings is the reason for a sea
son marked with so many 
defeats. "Our one hurdle is our 
mental focus," admits 
Castaneda. 

Even though one player 
does not make a team, Coach 
Castaneda believes her team's 
MVP of the season is senior 
standout Sharmaine Kendrick. 
Kendrick ranks in the top one or 
two on the team in almost every 
statistical category. 

"You can see that she has 

the heart and desire you would 
hope and wish every athlete 
would have, " says Castaneda. 

Even with all the losses 
Kendrick still believes her sen
ior campaign has been a good 

.;qne. "If you give, to the g^^. 
faBwi:" ycu'li bg satifilfetf' 

within no matter what your 
record is," Kendrick says. 

"As long as we keep trying 
our hardest and doing what we 
have to do until the end of the 
season and never .give up we'll 
be okay," says Kendrick of her 
team's remaining schedule. 

"I at least want to finish the 
season with the girls having 
confidence in who they are and 
what they're about," says 
Castaneda. "All I hope for is 
that they give me their best 
efforts so they can say their last 
months of playing ball made an 
impact," Castaneda adds. 

The Lady Coyotes will be 
looking for support during their 
last two home games of the sea
son. Both of their remaining 
home games are doubleheaders, 
which are played on the baseball 
field, which is located next to 
Coussouiis Arena. 

Robert Whitehead/CSUSB 
Senior outfielder Kristen Garcia attempts to throw out a base runner 

The first doubleheader will 
be held Friday, May 2 at 1:30 
p.m. followed by the second 

game at 3:30 p.m. The second 
double header will be Saturday, 
May 3 at noon followed by the 

second game at 2 p.m. So come 
out and support your CSUSB 
Women's Softball Team. 

Coyote Radio sports talk show making waves 

Courtesy of Robert Marino 
Wesley Collins loves to laugh 

By Wesley Collins 
and Robert Marino 

Coyote radio has its one and only 
sports talk show "The Dugout" begin
ning and run every Thursday 10-12pm 
starting on April 17. 

It includes two dynamic hosts 
Wesley Collins and Robert Marino; 
your own campus sports know it alls. 

Listen up this week to the show by 
logging onto www.radio.csusb.edu 
and/or call in at extension 3822 and 
talk to us live in the studio. 

We dare you to challenge our 
sports knowledge! 

Some popular topics in the past 

have been the Lakers Dynasty, the Pete 
Rose debacle, and why Hootie Johnson 
won't let women play golf on the 
Augusta links. 

The "Dugout" also gives out two 
dubious awards every show, which 
includes an MVP of the week and a 
"Bag of the Week". 

The MVP award focuses on an 
individual's achievement from either a 
CSUSB team or a professional team. 

Past MVP winners include T.K. 
Reed, Kobe Bryant, and the entire 
CSUSB Men's Basketball team. 

The other award that is given out 
is the "Bag of the Week", which is 
given to a controversial sports or non-

sports figure who has fallen out of 
favor. 

Such figures that have received 
the bag include Karl Malone, Mike 
Tyson, and George W. Bush. 

Our newest segment will be the 
Prediction of the Week which will fea
ture us making a prediction about one 
up and coming game and who we think 
will win. 

It is also a competition to see who 
is the better sports prognosticator on 
campus. 

All of our shows include an hour 
dedicated to your CSUSB sports and a 
second hour dedicated to professional 
sports. 
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Finwall dives into new coaching position 
By Wesley Collins 

Assistant Sports Editor 

The CSUSB Women's 
Water Polo Team has a new 
coach and a new attitude this 
season. 

Along with a strong will to 
win, Tom Finwall has brought 
experience and wisdom to the 
coaching position. 

Before testing the college 
waters Finwall was a highly suc
cessful high school water polo 
coach. 

During his time at J.W. 
North High School Finwall led 
his team to three consecutive 
GIF Championship appearances. 

He has also coached in the 
USA National Youth 
Development programs. 

"It's just fun to teach the 
game," says Finwall of his past 
coaching experiences. 

"Coming from the high 
school level to the college level 

:4iM- beeD a very pleasant-
prise," says Finwall ot his first 
year as CSUSB head coach. 

He also points out that he 
has simple objectives he wants 
to establish at CSUSB. 

These same objectives are 
the ones that have guided his 
teams throughout his coaching 
career. 

Kermil Boyd/Chronicle 
^ew Head coach Tom Finwall is new waves andmeeting the chalh 

"i wanted to establish a tra
dition of winning," says Finwall 
who then points out his team is 
eight games over .500. 

Finwall also says he wants 
to establish a good work ethic 
and a positive team image. 

When all of these are work
ing in harmony a coach can be 

successful on any level. 
"Expectations in the water 

and in the game are very high," 
says Finwall. 

Along with these objectives 
are three simple components 
Finwall feels are essential to a 
successful water polo team. 

His three components 

include', good defense, which 

includes developing a good 
goalie; a strong counter attack 
and a strong 2-meter defender 
(like a center in basketball). 

Coach Finwall also brings a 
strong desire to compete against 
the best teams possible. 

The Lady Coyotes have 

played several Division 1 college 
teams, which include Indiana 
University, Notre Dame, UC 
Irvine and Michigan. 

"I want to play the toughest 
schedule I possibly can," admits 
Finwall. Finwall believes play
ing these teams will help come 
WWPA Tournament time. 

The WWPA Tournament is 
coming up and the Lady Coyotes 
are currently sitting at the No. 6 
seed. 

if they can bring evoy thing 
coach Finwall has been teaching 
this year they will have a chance 

to accomplish Finwall's ultimate 
goal this season, which is to 
qualify for the NCAA 
Championships. 

A WWPA Tournament title 
would automatically clinch them 
a spot in that tournament. 

"I want us to finish no less 
than in the lop four in the 
WWPA," says Finwall of a team 

has extreme confidence in. 
i^Lutij BUjmmmtwtwo 

more home games \el\ this sea

son before the WWPA 
Tournament in Bakersfield. 

The first of those games is 
against Cal State Hayward on 
April 13 at 10 a.m. 

The final home game of the 
season is against Caltech on 
April 19 at 11 a.m. 

Oliver and company keep winning tradition 
By Wesley Collins 

Assistant Sports Editor 

With low expectations and 
fresh faces the CSUSB men's 
basketball team had an outstand
ing 2002-2003 season - one in 
which expectations where sur
passed, records were broken and 
honors were received. 

The 2002-2003 season was 
supposed to be a rebuilding year 
for the CSUSB Men's Basketball 
Team. 

It was a year that brought a 
brand new head coach to the 
team, only returned one starter 
from last year's West Region 
Chmnpionship team and added 
ten new players. 

However, all of the players 
on this year's team set out to 
silence their preseason doubters. 

The Coyotes started out their 
season on a positive note by beat
ing their former head coach, 
Larry Reynolds, Division I Long 
Beach State team on their home 
court. 

Although it was only a 
meaningless preseason game it 
showed the heart of this year's 

Men's basketball top performers in 2002-2003 

Jeff Oliver (head coach) 

-CX'AA Coach of the Year 
-N ABC Coach of the Year 
-Recieved a two year C<MI-
traci extension as petma-
ffiOTt and full-time 
coach .until 2005 

team. 
It seemed as thought the 

Coyotes would live up to presea
son expectations when they lost 
their first four games of the year. 

However, after that dismal 
start the Coyotes never looked 
back. 

The Coyotes went on to 
break the school record for con
secutive wins, which was set at 
17 last year, by winning their 

Bobby Burrirs (senior) 

^CAA MVP 
-NABC Ali^Districl 1st 
Team for third straight 
year 
-2nd Team Ail-American 
f«r second sUai^t 

Lance Ray (senior) 

-Ail-CCAA Isi lema 
-NABC All-District 2nd 
Team 
-leading Rebounder (7.7) 
-Verzion Academic 
District 8 2nd Team 

next 21 consecutive games. 
This streak helped build con

fidence and fueled talk of them 
hosting the West Region 
Tournament. 

They Coyotes went on to 
lose the last two games of the 
season thus losing the chance to 
host the tournament, but the 
streak was still a huge feat. 

The 21 game win streak 
helped the Coyotes capture an 

unprecedented fourth consecu
tive CCAA title and gave them a 
No. 2 seed going into the West 
Region Tournament, which was 
hosted by BYU-Hawaii. 

The Coyotes made it all the 
way to the championship game in 
Hawaii before losing a heart-
breaker in double overtime to 
CCAA foe Cal Poly Pomona. 

Cal Poly then went on to lose 
in the first round of the Elite 

Eight Tournament. 
A couple of the Coyotes 

received individual accolades to 
reward them for their outstanding 
effort during the year. 

Senior standout Bobby 
Burries was named to his third 
consecutive National Association 
of Basketball Coaches (NABC) 
all-district first team. Burries 
also received the CCAA MVP 
Award for the second time in 
three years and was also named 
to the All-American second team 
for his second consecutive year. 

Fellow senior Lance Ray 
was named to the NABC all-dis
trict second team. 

First year head coach Jeff 
Oliver received NABC "Coach 
of the Year" honors as well as a 
two year contract extension to 
become the permanent head 
coach of the Coyotes through the 
2005 season. 

Even though the Coyotes did 
not repeat as West Region 
Champions they still silenced the 
preseason critics who had the 
Coyotes finishing some where in 
the middle of the CCAA confer
ence and not even contending for 
the West Region title. 


