


in the interest of’prombting social harmony by discouraging
all forms of oppressioﬁi'Which unequivocally étifle human
potential, this paper attempts to emphaSize the necegsity to
 better uhderstand»those'factors_maihtainingithe 'status quo’
and point to duty endowed tQ mental health\dlinicians and
scholars tO‘promote much needed change}

- Issues of gender.and sexuality are, at present, among
-the:most‘cdntroﬁersial»in thig society. It is, therefore,
necessary tovencourage gender and‘sexuélity scholarship and
research, particularly cross-cultural, to broaden our
uhderstanding of génder and sexuality'boﬁndaries.
Professionals in the health, mental and legal sciences are
especially encouraged to assess their own prejudice and
internalized stereotypeé, since their prominent role guides
“and directs public attitudes and can both help eradicate and
solidify existing limiting stereotypes. Unfortunately, a
review of the literature in health science literature since
the demedicalization of homosexuality (1973), indicates thaﬁ
little positive change has occurred in professional’s
attitudes toward homosexuals, this was particularly true for
psyéhiatrists (Schwanberg, 1985).It is‘thereforé essential to
understand that stereotypes both shape societal reactions and
in turn shape those affected by it, and‘noting that
stereotypes ére reinforced by professional experts gives back

the responsibility of change to those who have been given
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. that power.ty | S
| Whlle thlS study presented 1nterest1ng flndlngs, it 1s
fnonetheless 1nconclu51ve Further research 1s necessary to
: assess the effects of educatlon,vage, as well as sexual
orlentatlon on gender and homosexuallty stereotypes. Future
researchers would need to 1ncrease the range to better
"ascertaln the correlatlon in the aforementloned subjects.t_fe
fMore cross cultural researchkls also needed to better
kwascertaln dlfferences and commonaltles between soc1etres and
fhln partlcular between the Anglo Amerlcan s001ety and other
xsoc1et1es Whlle some cross cultural research has’ been
?conducted in the study of the 1ssues here presented ‘
.“-(Naerssen, 1987; Godblll 1983 Ross, 1989 1985 1983), thelr N

fmethodology has not utlllzed the Anglo Amerlcan culture as

5"the1r comparlson

The present study attempted to study those varlables

that have been suggested by researchers 1n the areas of

ﬂ_:stereotypes, attltudes and prejudlce however, 1t was ;

;llmlted in that the majorlty of the European part1c1pants

v,were from Spaln, and a greater number of European

' ;fpart1c1pants would be needed to better understand how

‘*”~stereotypes dlffer and/or are cons1stent W1th1n these Western, :
,‘s001et1es Wlth the ald of scholarly research and
“profess1onals"1ncreased awareness on the serlousness of the

'“matters here presented soc1ety can learn to focus on
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fv3s1m11ar1t1es rather than dlfferences and v1ew tralts as human

’-fcharacterlstlcs rather than dlchotomlzed opp051tes. Such a
,change would dlmlnlsh hatred and allenatlon and enable
iflnd1v1duals a broader spectrum of behav1ors and 1ncreased

‘Wf”acceptance of the human condltlon.wiff
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