
 

proposed that lioinosexuai te lacljustEtient i&� 

internalization of society's negative reaction. Berrill� 

{p.274,1990), reports that� 

thousands of episodes of defamation, harassment,� 

: intimidation/ assauit, murder/ iTandaiism, and other : ^� 

ahnse has been reported by national organizations.� 

The first national study that focused on anti-gay� 

violence was, conductedyby the National Gay 4 Lesbian Task;� 

Force (NGLTF, 1984):, utilized a :� 

Ss. in eight major U.S., and found that anti-gay violence had� 

a major impact on hbmoSexuals- It was that they� 

developed fear and anticipation of future victimization,� 

feared for their safety, and felt forced to modify their� 

behavior to reduce risk. It was also reported that murder and� 

other attacks against homosexuals are marked by extreme� 

brutality and often involve torture, cutting, and mutilation� 

(Berrill, 1990) . While the AIDS epidemic has been related to� 

increasevhomonegativity, Berrill (1990) , suggests that this� 

is probably less a cause of violence than a justification for� 

pre-existing anti-homosexual prejudice .^^ ^^^^^^ ^:^ ^^:^^^:^^^^^^^^^ y� 

In view of the negative effects of stereotyping and the� 

present findings that indicate that gender role and� 

homosexual stereotypes remain prevalent in this society, and� 
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in the interest of promoting social harmony by discouraging
 

all forms of oppression, which unequivocally stifle human
 

potential, this paper attempts to emphasize the necessity to
 

better understand those factors maintaining the 'status quo'
 

and point to duty endowed to mental health clinicians and
 

scholars to promote much needed change.
 

Issues of gender and sexuality are, at present, among
 

the most controversial in this society, it is, therefore,
 

necessary to encourage gender and sexuality scholarship and
 

research, particularly cross-cultural, to broaden our
 

understanding of gender and sexuality boundaries.
 

Professionals in the health, mental and legal sciences are
 

especially encouraged to assess their own prejudice and
 

internalized stereotypes, since their prominent role guides
 

and directs public attitudes and can both help eradicate and
 

solidify existing limiting stereotypes. Unfortunately, a
 

review of the literature in health science literature since
 

the demedicalization of homosexuality (1973), indicates that
 

little positive change has occurred in professional's
 

attitudes toward homosexuals, this was particularly true for
 

psychiatrists (Schwanberg, 1985).It is therefore essential to
 

understand that stereotypes both shape societal reactions and
 

in turn shape those affected by it, and noting that
 

stereotypes are reinforced by professional experts gives back
 

the responsibility of change to those who have been given
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that■power-.>y; ; 

While this study; presented interesting f it is 

nonetheless inconclusive. Further research is hecessary .to 

assess the effects of education, age, as as sexual 

orientation on gender and homosexuality steredtypes. Future 

researchers would need to increase the range to better 

ascertain the correlation in the aforementioned subjects. 

More cross cultural research is also needed to better 

ascertain differences and coitmaonalties between societies, and 

inparticular between the &ng'lo-American society and other 

sdcieties. While some cross cuitural research has been 

conducted in the study of the issues here presented 

(Waerssen, 1987; Godbill, 1983; Ross, 1989,1985,1983)y their 

methodology has not utilized the Anglo-American culture as 

their comparison. 

The present study attempted to study those variables 

that have been suggested by researchers in the areas of 

stereotypes, attitudes, and prejudice, however, it was 

limited in that the majority of the European participants 

were from Spain, and a greater number of European 

participants would be needed to better understand how 

stereotypes differ and/or are consistent within these Western 

societies. With the aid of scholarly research and 

professionals' increased awareness on the seriousness of the 

matters here presented, society can learn to focus on 

45 



similarilsieS;-m differences and view traits as human
 

characteristics rather than dichotdmized opppsites. Such a
 

change would diminish hatred and a.lienation, and enable
 

individuals a brpader spectrum of behaviors and increased
 

acceptance of the human cpnditipnv - J
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