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Letters to the Editor 
To the Eflitor: 

As a Christian who has studied 
some of the teachings of Islam and 
has visited a primarily Muslim 
country, and as a friend of many 
Muslims, I am compelled to re
spond to a letter by Octavia Flores 
in your March 20 edition. When 
false statements are accepted as 
the truth, the relationship between 
different people is damaged, and I 
refuse to permit that to occur. 

Ms. Flores cites "Final Call" as 
her source in an earlier article and 
claims that it is a valid source be
cause it was written by an Islamic 
group. This is a dangerously mis-
leadingassertion. ManyNazisalso 
called themselves Christians, but I 
do not think anyone might believe 
their writings to be a Christian 
doctrine. 

Ms. Flores claims that her job is 
to "collect infonnation from a va
riety of sources, being as politi
cally correct as possible," and then 
states that "you cannot make ev
erybody happy." Her first state-
mentis false: ajoumaiistischarged 
with presenting the truth without 
bias to the greatest extent possible. 
Even if she rinds a thousand inac
curate yet "politically correct" 
sources, she has failed in her duty. 
Her second statement is true; how
ever, printing inccMrect and insult
ing statements will justifiably of
fend someone. 

Considering the Islamic nations 
extend from Africa to the Philip
pines and beyond, that there are 
well over a billion Muslims in the 
world, and thatlslam predates most 
Christian groups by a thousand 
years, it is obviously a subject of 
some depth and complexity. Ms 
Flores w<Mild do well to refer to the 
fundamental teachings of Islam 
contained in the Koran rather than 
theassertionsof some radicalgroup 
which calls itself Islamic. 

As far as demonstrating that most 
Americans are ignorant of Islam, 
one might take a poll to see how 
many Americans know the 5 Pil
lars of Islam. (Hint: A ban on 
interracial marriages is not one of 
them.) However, Ms. Flores's ar
ticle is evidence that there is a least 
oneperscai who is ignorant regard
ing Islam. 

An apology is a more appropri
ate response than further defense 
of indefensible, inaccurate and in
sulting statements. Better still 
would be actual research into the 
subject, so that Ms. Flores, and all 
journalists, may fairly and accu
rately portray this religion which 
is so often misunderstood in 
America. 
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"Money..." Cent, from pg. 2 
Species Act). The project in ques
tion was held up to protect these 
rodents, costing the develops mil
lions, and for what? Apparently, 
to protect a bunch of rats! 

Another critter that has caused 
considerable trouble is the North-
em Spotted Owl. The government 
ordei^ 8 million acres off limits 
to chain saws to maintain a home 
for the bird. Thousands of jobs and 
millions of dollars in timber sales 
were lost, just to ensure the safety 
of the owl. 

I'm not ]»oposing that we sim
ply kill off anything that gets in our 
way. There'snothing wrong with 
taking reasonable measures to jno-
tect endango^d species. But the 
key word is reasonable. We can't 
go around declaring any place with 
a trickle of water a "wetland," nor 
can we continue to make so many 
outrageous environmental laws 
that doing business in our state or 
our country is not profitable. 

There's nothing 
wrong with taking 

reasonable measures 
to protect endangered 

species 

There must be some way to save 
the whales, roaches and bunnies 
without destroying the economy. 

Business are not unlike college 
students in their financial concerns. 
When our tuition is raised, we com
plain. If it is raised beyond our 
financial means, we are faced with 
the choice of dropping out of 
school, or finding another school 
that we are able to afford. 

Businesses, when faced with ris
ing tax and license fees to q>erate 
in a particular area, must make the 
choice of either going out of busi
ness or relocating to anoth^ area. 
Califomia has experienced this 
problem, losing businesses to 
Mexico and to other states in CMIT 
own country due to the high costof 
doing business here. This high 
cost is largely attributable to envi
ronmental legislation. 

We must be willing to give equal 
consideration to each of these fac
tors. Our environment is what 
makes our country a beautiful 
place, but it is our economy that 
has made this one of the most pros
perous nations. Bothmust be main
tained if we want to keep our coun
try attractive and affluent 

The key to achieving a balance 
between ^e environment and the 
economy is to avoid extremes. We 
cannot save every tree and every 
species, anymore than we can de
velop every acre of land fw indus
trial use. EnvinMunentalists would 
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be easier able to accomplish their 
goals if they' would consider the 
damage done to businesses or 
people whose income is dependent 
on environmental development by 
excessive regulation. Likewise, 
businesses who self-regulate, when 
self-regulation is permitted by the 
government, are still able to make 
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aprofit and co-exist with the envi
ronment without causing it exces
sive harm. 

With many situations in life, we 
must make a compromise. This is 
no exception. Business and the 
envircmment can and must exist in 
harmony. 

P  R  I  N  C  1  P  L  E  S  o f  S O U N D  R  E  T  1  R  E  M  E  N  T  I N V E S T I N G  

S«rvvco 

YTV 

\ ̂ * "Tip C 

For fast relief from the nagging ache of taxes, we 
recommend TIAA-CREF SRAs. SRAs are tax-deferred 

annuities designed to help build additional assets —money that 
can help make the difference between living and living well • 
after your working years are over. 

Contributions to your SRAs are deducted from your salaiy 
on a pretax basis. That lowers your current taxable income, so 
you start saving on federal and, in most cases, state and local 
income taxes right away. What's more, any earnings on your 
SRAs are also tax-deferred until you receive them as income. 
That can make a big -difference in how punful your tax bill is 
eveiy year. 

bx 

As the nation's largest retirement system, based on assets 
under management, we offer a wide range of allocation choices 
— from the TIAA Traditional Annui^, which guarantees 
principal and interest (backed by the company's claims-paying 
abili^), to TIAA-CREF's diversified variable annui^ 
accounts. And our expenses are very low," which means more 
of your money goes toward improving your future financial 
health. 

To find out more, call 1 800 8-42-2888. Well send you a 
complete SRA information kit, plus a free slide calculator that 
shows you how much SRAs can lower your taxes. 

Call today—it couldn't hurt. 

Ensuring the fiiture 
for those who shape it."* 

l995iLwr Ai»»l>tkJServicei. 1995 (Qu»rt«ly). CREKc«ftificMe.«Tdiiiribu.edWTIAA-CREKIndividual and IiMtitmionJ 
including daqjci «>d «q>eiMe5. c«ll I 800.St2-2733, em. 5509. for « cMrrent CREF prtwpeciu,. R««d th« prcwptctu, c^fully before yw, inveH or »uJ mon^. ^ 
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T OP T EN R ECYCLING USES FOR 
THE COYOTE CHRONICLE 

1. Handy placeman 

I Umbreliac for tftote unexpected April chowen 

I Anti-geek shields for sitting in the library 

4. Really-cheap coffee table literature 

(leaning up those messy beer spills in the Pub 

6. Those cool sailor hats everybody used to make 

I last-minute diapers for the parents on campus 

i. Paper airplane notes from the back of lecture Hallsl 

<). biftsvrapping for economically-challenged students] 

10. Kitty litter liner for (hevrie the Bookstore (at 

One month free rent!! 
(sDtne restrictions apply) 

Features: 
2 Swimming Pools 

Fitness Center 
Racquetball Court 
3 Whirlpool Spas 

Sauna 
Gated Community 

Frost-Free Refrigerators 
Woodburning Fireplaces 

Pets Welcome 
North Pointe Apartments 

1265 Kendall Dr. 
San Bemardin^Ca. 
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