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A Poets Journey to Cal State San Bernardino

iepeople

Reflection
Eddie Bell, author, poet and retired Assistant Vice 
Chancellor for Student Affairs, State University 
of New York recently visited the Inland Empire at 
the invitation of California State University, San 
Bernardino President Dr. Tomas Morales. The 
following is Bell’s account of his visit to the Inland 
Empire:

When the invitation to visit the California 
State University San Bernardino arrived 

from Dr. Tomas D. Morales, the campus president, 
I quickly accepted. We agreed on a February date 
to commemorate Black History Month.  Prior to 
the invite, I mailed two of my poetry books and 
a compact disc to be reviewed by Professor 
Juan Delgado, the chair of MFA Creative Writing 
program.  He appreciated my work and agreed to 
arrange my literary schedule.
 I soon got to work selecting poems and 
structuring my talks.  My one-week residency was 
to include readings and writing craft discussions 
with undergraduate and master’s level creative 
writing students.  
 Over the coming weeks community 
presentations and talks with student groups were 
added to my itinerary. Campus staff kept me 
informed as things progressed and welcomed my 
input throughout the planning stages.  
 With my preparations complete and my bags 
packed I boarded U.S. Air Flight 592 on my way to 
the Inland Empire.  
 That evening after sharing a dinner with 
my hosts and Dr. Brian Haynes, CSUSB Vice 
President of Student Affairs, I drove to the Hilton 
in San Bernardino and settled in for the night.
 Sunday morning found me worshipping 
at Principles of Faith Christian Center where 
Pastor Mannie L. Brodie leads an enthusiastic 
congregation. Pastor Brodie extended an invitation 
accompany him to meetings of the Westside 
Action Group (WAG) and the Inland Empire 
African American Council of Pastors. 
 Professor Juan Delgado hosted the evening 
program that kicked off with captivating readings 
by several of his creative writing students. I 
chose to read poems that focused on my family’s 
contribution to Black History as well a selection 
that addressed the tragedy of Black lynching. 

 This was also my first face-to-face meeting 
with Professor Delgado and over the course of the 
week we developed a budding friendship.  
 I had time to ponder my surroundings before 
my formal luncheon with President Morales and 
his cabinet. The lovely campus is spacious with 
its background of looming mountains that seem 
close enough to touch. It was obvious that care is 
being taken to keep the campus clean and orderly. 
The days I spent moving from place to place were 
blessed with abundant sunshine and bright azure 
skies.  
 The really beautiful thing about CSUSB is 
its diverse student body, colorful like a summer 
rainbow. What a joy to observe these young men 
and women (whom many are the first in their 
family to go to college) going about the business 
of learning, enjoying campus life and preparing to 
be our country’s future leaders.
 That afternoon I met with the Student African 
American Brotherhood and their advisor, 
Anthony Roberson.  Mr. Roberson is 
the Student Union’s Scheduling 
Coordinator. This group of 
outstanding young men 
possessed a thorough 
grasp of the challenges 
their younger peers 
face growing up in 
difficult communities. 
All seemed willing 
to reach back and 
offer advice and 
counsel aimed at 
helping vulnerable 
young men survive 
the streets and 
move on to positive 
achievements.
 Jesse Felix, 
Operations Manager 
of the Santos Manuel 
Student Union, 
summed up his 
description of many 
in the student body 
this way: “We’re poor. 
We’re first generation. 
We have heart.”



VOICE | MAY 22, 2014 | theievoice.com24

NOW THROUGH MON, MAY 26 

MEMORIAL DAY SALE 
30%-75% OFF STOREWIDE 
PLUS, TAKE AN EXTRA 20% OR 15% OFFt 
WITH YOUR MACY'S CARD OR PASS tEXCLUSIONS APPLY; SEE PASS. 

DON'T MISS SPECTACULAR ALL-DAY SPECIALS 
THURS, MAY 22 

the magic of 
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FREE ONLINE SHIPPING EVERY DAY + EXTRA 20% OR 15% OFF! 

GOT YOUR SIX . 
GIVEBACK. 
GET BACK. 
Join Macy's & Got Your 6 to 
raise money for America's 
Veterans. Give $3 & Get 
15%-20%• Savings on a day 
you choose now through 
May 26. 100% of your $3 
will be donated to Got Your 
6 and its veteran-focused 
nonprofit partners. For 
more information, visit 
macys.com/gotyour6 
+Exclusions and restrictions 
apply. See store for details. 

Free shipping with $99 purchase. Use promo code: MEMDAY for extra savings; offer valid 5/21-5/26/2014. Exclusions apply; see macys.com for details. 

MEMORIAL DAY SALE PRI CES IN EFFECT 5/21-5/26/2014, EXCEPT AS NOTED. 

• 
OPEN A MACY'S ACCOUNT FOR EXTRA 20% SAVINGS THE FIRST 2 DAYS, UP TO $100, WITH MORE REWARDS TO COME. Macy's credit card is avail able subject to credit approval; new account savings vali d the day 
your account is opened and the next day; excludes services, selected li censed departments, gift cards, restaurants, gourmet food & wine. The new account savings are limited to a total of $1 00; applicati on must qualif y for 
immediate approval to receive extra savings; employees not eli gibl e . 


