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atlie A. Cole-Reagins , a UC Riverside
N graduate and longtime Riverside resident,

began teaching elementary school in the
early 1990’s. This career choice quickly became
one of her deepest passions. She was recognized in
“Who’s Who Among American Teachers”, 2004-2005
and was awarded “Teacher of the Year” at Emerson
Elementary School in 2002. She was employed by
the Riverside Unified School District as an elementary
teacher for sixteen years.

In the fall of 2006, she was diagnosed with Sino-Nasal
Undifferentiated Carcinoma (SNUC). After seven
months of chemotherapy, radiation proton therapy,
multiple surgeries, hair loss, partial blindness,
paralysis below the waist, and a courageous fight,
Natlie’s body surrendered to this rare and aggressive
cancer and she died at the age of 42 on June 8, 2007.
Her husband, DeNae Reagins, began a research
foundation in her name.

“‘Natlie and | married in 1988 and had two sons,
Gared and Gavin. The boys were 13 and 16 when
their mother died. Gared is currently completing
his undergraduate studies at UCLA and Gavin is a
sophomore at Howard University in Washington, DC.

Cancer was never successful of robbing Natlie of her
strength, beauty, pursuits, passions, or her “ability to
live while she lived”. The gravity and horror of this
experience nearly paralyzed all of us who knew
her well. But each of us witnessing her rise above
the gravity of pain, scaring, and upsetting doctors’
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reports, were taught by Natlie how to rise from ashes
like a phoenix.

In Natlie’s honor and to promote her legacy of
teaching, learning, and excellence, family, friends,
and colleagues united to become founders and
trustees of the Natlie A. Cole-Reagins Education
and Cancer Research Foundation. The organization
is non-profit and tax exempt. The core of our
mission is dedicated to continuing Natlie’s life-long
work in early childhood literacy and actively raising
awareness and supporting the research of Sino
Nasal Undifferentiated Carcinoma (SNUC) and its
effects.

We will host our “lllumination & Inspiration” GALA
fundraiser on Saturday, April 26, 2014, at the
Downtown Marriott Riverside. The theme this year
is, THE GREAT GALA.

The evening promises to be filled with gaiety
featuring Great Gatsby era music by The Jimmie
Dykes Quartet, a 5-star plated dinner, and live
entertainment. In addition to the festive production
we are planning for our guests, the event will also
provide a forum for the trustees and advisory board
members to unveil our signature initiatives:

“CORSICA”: THE COLE-REAGINS REGISTRY
OF SINONASAL CANCER! The “CORSICA”
project has been proposed by a research team at
Stanford University School of Medicine and will be
made possible in part, by a Natlie A. Cole-Reagins
Education and Cancer Research Foundation funding
pledge. The Stanford medical team will be on hand to
announce “CORSICA”.

“ECLIPSE”: EARLY CHILDHOOD LITERACY
PROJECT for STUDENT ENRICHMENT. The
campaign includes grant funding for libraries of the
schools Natlie attended as a child, grant funding for
local community libraries, and increased funding
for the Riverside Education Enrichment Foundation
(REEF). Nationally recognized and local educational
leaders will be on hand to introduce the “ECLIPSE”
project initiative.

The Osborne Head and Neck Institute, housed at
Cedar Sinai Medical Center in Beverly Hills, CA and
the Natlie A. Cole-Reagins Education and Cancer
Research Foundation Partnership. Dr. Ryan Osborne
and his team of leading research physicians will
serve as expert clinical support for the foundation.
Grant funds provided by the Natlie A. Cole-Reagins
Education and Cancer Research Foundation will
provide early treatment options and post-diagnosis
support for underprivileged Osborne Head and Neck
Institute patients. Dr. Osborne’s team will be on hand
during the gala to facilitate our understanding of Sino
Nasal Undifferentiated Carcinoma (SNUC) and its
impact.

DeNae Reagins is currently a senior partner and Chief Operating Officer of Instructional
Access, Inc. The company provides consulting and training services in instructional
technology for youth and families in “at-risk” situations. Additional information on the
foundation is available at their website: www.natliefoundation.org.
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Obamacare is closing the health gap.

Access to health care is important. Enroll now through
Covered California, the state’s health insurance
marketplace. Medi-Cal and private insurance plans
offer free or low-cost preventive services. Premium
assistance is available to those who qualify. Open
enrolliment ends March 31. Act fast.

get covered

Get Covered. Your well-being within reach.

Join The Conversation - #GetCovered - calendow.org
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