


My opinion on bmc..

As with any other institution, BMC certainly had its weaker points (fluctuating financial
woes eventually leading to its closure/near impossible graduation/having to work on a
farm) but in spite of that, [ feel as though BMC's utilization of Dewey's principles of
progressive education were undoubtedly beneficial. Particularly so when reflecting on
the works of artists who were once enrolled, such as de Kooning and Rauschenberg.
And though the school chose to forgo a set curriculum and requested you abandon
every aspect of your outside life, it weeded out those who enrolled to seek solace in an
educational un-structure and left those who devoted themselves with an impressive
line of work and a sometimes profound, new outlook on life. The school embraced
creativity and pushed students to constant better themselves (during the 30s-50s no
doubt!), while simultaneously giving the option for the student to give as much as they
saw fit, this (perhaps only my perspective) undoubtedly outweighs the cons.



Works cited

1. "History." Black Mountain College - History. N.p., n.d.
<http://www.blackmountaincollege.org/history>.

2. Harris, Mary E. "North Carolina's Black Mountain College: A New Deal in American Education.
ARTES MAGAZINE. 13 Sept. 2010. Web. <http://www.artesmagazine.com/2010/09/north-
carolina%E2%80%99s-black-mountain-college-a-new-deal-in-american-art-education/>.

3. "John Dewey." Wikipedia. Wikimedia Foundation, 16 Oct. 2013.
<http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Dewey>.

4. "Black Mountain College Catalog 1939-40." Black Mountain College Catalog 1939-40. UNC
Asheville, Special Collections, 14 Aug. 2009.
<http://toto.lib.unca.edu/findingaids/mss/BMCMAC/01_bmcmac_publications/bmcmac_pub 10 1
943-44/bmc_10 catalog 1943-44/default_catalog 1943-44.htm>.

5. Morris, Jeffrey B., Richard B. Morris, and Thomas H. Johnson. "The WPA in Indiana: Virtual
Exhibit Homepage." The WPA in Indiana: Virtual Exhibit Homepage. 1996. Web.
<http://www.indiana.edu/~liblilly/wpa/wpa.html|>.



